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FDI infl ows slump 31% in February
By Katherine K. Chan
Reporter 

FDI, S1/9

Spending, S1/10

NET INFLOWS of foreign di-
rect investments (FDIs) into the 

Philippines declined by nearly 
31% year on year in February, 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) said.

Preliminary BSP data showed 
FDI net inflows fell by 30.99% to 
$590 million in February from 

$855 million in the same month 
last year. 

Month on month, however, FDI 
net inflows increased by 33.18% 
from the $443 million recorded 
in January, marking the highest 
monthly level in three months.

“Foreign direct investments 
into the Philippines posted net 
inflows of $590 million in Febru-
ary 2026,” the BSP said in a state-
ment on Monday.

“The United States was the 
leading source of FDIs, while cor-

porations engaged in financial 
and insurance activities were the 
biggest recipients of FDIs during 
the month,” it added.

The lower February figure 
came amid a 39.12% annual drop 
in net investments in debt instru-

ments to $414 million from $680 
million previously.

Investments in equity and in-
vestment fund shares, meanwhile, 
edged up by 1.14% to $177 million 
from $175 million a year earlier.
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The Philippines ranked 129th out of 208 countries in the 2026 Global Governance Climate Index (GCI) published by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO). On a scale of 0 to 1, where a higher score indicates strong organizational governance, 
the country scored 0.4507 and classified as “unsatisfactory,” signaling significant institutional and regulatory weaknesses that 

raise investment risk. The index highlights a consistent link between governance quality and a country’s ability to attract 
investment. It assesses political, economic, and institutional governance based on Worldwide Governance Indicators.

Source: ILO’s Global Governance Climate Index 2026 (DOI: https://doi.org/10.54394/00033792)
BusinessWorld Research: Lourdes O. Pilar and Pierce Oel A. Montalvo         BusinessWorld Graphics: Bong R. Fortin

How does the Philippines compare in governance
performance among its peers in the region?
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HOUSEHOLD spending growth 
in the Philippines is expected to 
slow this year as elevated infla-
tion, weak consumer confidence, 
and higher oil prices due to the 
Middle East conflict weigh on 
purchasing power, Fitch Solu-
tions unit BMI said.

In a report on Monday, BMI 
trimmed its projection for house-
hold spending growth in the Phil-

MOTORISTS can expect a sharp 
rollback in diesel and kerosene 
prices this week, while gasoline 
prices are set to edge higher, amid 
easing global oil prices and ample 
domestic fuel inventories.

The Department of Energy 
(DoE) said diesel prices could 
decline by at least P9.57 per liter, 
while kerosene prices may fall by 
at least P13.30 per liter starting 
on Tuesday, May 12.

THE HOUSE of Representatives 
on Monday approved the articles 
of impeachment against Vice-
President Sara Duterte-Carpio 
after 257 lawmakers voted in favor 
during plenary session at the Ba-
tasang Pambansa, formally send-
ing the case to the Senate for trial.

Twenty-five lawmakers voted 
against the measure; nine abstained.

The vote exceeded the con-
stitutional one-third threshold 

ippines to 4.4% this year from its 
4.5% estimate in February.

The latest forecast also points 
to slightly weaker consumption 
growth compared with the 4.6% 
recorded in 2025.

“We hold a cautiously optimis-
tic outlook for consumer spend-
ing in the Philippines over 2026,” 
BMI said.

required for the articles of im-
peachment to be transmitted to 
the Senate, which will convene as 
an impeachment court.

Meanwhile, the defense team 
of Ms. Duterte said it was pre-
pared to answer the allegations 
before the Senate sitting as an 
impeachment court.

In a statement issued after the 
plenary approval, Ms. Duterte’s 
legal team said the burden now 
rests on the prosecution to prove 
the accusations against the Vice-
President.

THE Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) Center said infrastruc-
ture commitments under exist-

ing PPP projects remain intact 
despite rising global cost pres-
sures linked to the conflict in the 
Middle East.

“Based on available informa-
tion to date, there is no signifi-
cant evidence of direct impact on 
the implementation of awarded 

PPP projects,” the PPP Center 
said in an e-mailed reply to ques-
tions on May 4.

“Contractual commitments re-
main intact, and both government 
and private partners continue to 
honor their obligations under ex-
isting PPP contracts,” it added.

The latest PPP Center data 
showed 287 PPP projects worth 
P3.57 trillion are currently 
u n d e r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  O f 
the total, 202 are unsolicited 
projects, while 71 are solicited 
projects.
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US$/UK POUND 1.3605 1.3632
US$/EURO 1.1771 1.1784
US$/AUST DOLLAR 0.7238 0.7244
CANADA DOLLAR/US$ 1.3669 1.3676
SWISS FRANC/US$ 0.7785 0.7763

$97.20/BBL CLOSE             PREVIOUS
JAPAN (NIKKEI 225) 62,417.88 -295.77 -0.47
HONG KONG (HANG SENG) 26,406.84 13.13 0.05
TAIWAN (WEIGHTED) 41,790.06 186.12 0.45
THAILAND (SET INDEX)  1,488.47 -11.89 -0.79
S.KOREA (KSE COMPOSITE) 7,822.24 324.24 4.32
SINGAPORE (STRAITS TIMES) 4,941.82 19.92 0.40
SYDNEY (ALL ORDINARIES) 8,701.80 -42.60 -0.49
MALAYSIA (KLSE COMPOSITE) 1,745.31 -2.75 -0.16

JAPAN (YEN) 157.1000 156.6500
HONG KONG (HK DOLLAR) 7.8288 7.8287
TAIWAN (NT DOLLAR) 31.3940 31.3010
THAILAND (BAHT) 32.4100 32.1600
S. KOREA (WON) 1,471.6200 1,461.4900
SINGAPORE (DOLLAR) 1.2689 1.2666
INDONESIA (RUPIAH) 17,405.000 17,360.000
MALAYSIA (RINGGIT) 3.9200 3.9180
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DOW JONES 49,609.160 12.190
NASDAQ  26,247.076 440.880
S&P 500  7,398.930 61.820
FTSE 100 10,233.070 -43.880
EURO STOXX50 5,070.720 -43.270
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Household spending 
growth seen slowing 
amid inflation, oil shock

By Justine Irish D. Tabile
Senior Reporter

PPP Center says commitments ‘intact’ despite cost pressures

PPP Center, S1/9

Diesel prices set for 
nearly P10 rollback

Gasoline prices, meanwhile, 
may increase by as much as P0.47 
per liter.

Oil  firms separately an-
nounced their respective price 
adjustments on Monday.

Seaoil Philippines, Inc. and 
Unioil Petroleum Philippines, 
Inc. said they would implement 
the same adjustments estimated 
by the DoE.

Diesel, S1/10

Impeachment, S1/2

By Pexcel John Bacon

House vote sends VP Duterte
to Senate impeachment trial
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