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FDI inflows slump 31% in February

ICT
Value
P10.000 A 1.299%

By Katherine K. Chan

Reporter

NET INFLOWS of foreign di-

Philippines declined by nearly
31% year on year in February,
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) said.

Preliminary BSP data showed
FDI net inflows fell by 30.99% to

$855 million in the same month
last year.

Month on month, however, FDI
net inflows increased by 33.18%
from the $443 million recorded
in January, marking the highest

“Foreign direct investments
into the Philippines posted net
inflows of $590 million in Febru-
ary 2026,” the BSP said in a state-
ment on Monday.

“The United States was the

porations engaged in financial
and insurance activities were the
biggest recipients of FDIs during
the month,” it added.

The lower February figure
came amid a 39.12% annual drop

ments to $414 million from $680
million previously.

Investments in equity and in-
vestment fund shares, meanwhile,
edged up by 1.14% to $177 million
from $175 million a year earlier.

rect investments (FDIs) into the  $590 million in February from  monthlylevel in three months. leading source of FDIs, while cor-  in net investments in debt instru- FDI, S1/9
o
Household spending S :
How does the Philippines compare in governance
orow th seen slowing performance among its peers in the region?
[ ]
o o o o The Philippines ranked 129" out of 208 countries in the 2026 Global Governance Climate Index (GCI) published by the
amld lnﬂ atlon Oll ShO Ck 0.7138  International Labour Organization (ILO). On a scale of 0 to 1, where a higher score indicates strong organizational governance,
9 the country scored 0.4507 and classified as “unsatisfactory,” signaling significant institutional and regulatory weaknesses that
raise investment risk. The index highlights a consistent link between governance quality and a country’s ability to attract
HOUSEHOLD spending growth  ippines to 4.4% this year from its investment. It assesses political, economic, and institutional governance based on Worldwide Governance Indicators.
in the Philippines is expected to  4.5% estimate in February. Philippines’ Scorecard, 2026 Edition
slow this year as elevated infla- The latest forecast also points m Pillar Score
tion, weak consumer confidence,  to slightly weaker consumption 0.5858 Overall 0.4507
and higher oil prices due to the  growth compared with the 4.6% 0.5637 Economic 0.5160
Middle .East conﬂlct.welgh on rec‘?rded in 2025. . o Political 0.4182 <tinyurl con"/
purchasing power, Fitch Solu- We hold a cautiously optimis- Institutional 0.4178 2dli6b2b>
tions unit BMI said. tic outlook for consumer spend-
In a report on Monday, BMI  ing in the Philippines over 2026,” 0.4701
trimmed its projection for house- ~ BMI said. — 04610  0.4578 04507 0.4494
hold spending growth in the Phil- Spending, S1/10 & :
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@ 0.3998
oM
House vote sends VP Duterte < Ye
o
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to Senate impeachment trial S
N
required for the articles of im- S
By Pexcel John Bacon peachment to be transmitted to (&)
the Senate, which will convene as
an impeachment court. Top 5
THE HOUSE of Representatives Meanwhile, the defense team U Overall Rank 6cl
on Monday approved the articles  of Ms. Duterte said it was pre- (Out of 208) Country (higher is better)
of impeachment against Vice- pared to answer the allegations 1 Denmark 0.7555
President Sara Duterte-Carpio  before the Senate sitting as an 2 Finland 0.7530
after 257 lawmakers votedin favor ~ impeachment court. 3 Luxembourg 0.7469
during plenary session at the Ba- In a statement issued after the 4 Norway 0.7429
tasang Pambansa, formally send-  plenary approval, Ms. Duterte’s 5 New Zealand 0.7408
ing the case to the Senate for trial. ~ legal team said the burden now
Twenty-five lawmakers voted  rests on the prosecution to prove Bottom 5
againstthemeasure;nineabstained. ~ the accusations against the Vice- 0 Overall Rank _GCl
The vote exceeded the con-  President. ?gﬁ{%”fgggg n 58 73 7 1] 23 129 130 153 165 200 (ogggos) v A (hlgct;e;szb’thter)
stitutional one-third threshold Impeachment, S1/2 GClClass  Sound Sttiactory ~ Safisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Unsatisfactory ~ Unsatifactory ~ Unsatisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Unsatisfactory ~ Unsatisfactory -~ Unsound 207 Si::;ﬁa 0_' 2233
SNGAPORE ~ BRUNEI  MALAYSIA  INDONESIA THALAND TNOR-LESTE  PHLIPPINES ~ VIETNAM ~~ LAOS  CAMBODIA ~ NYANMAR 206  South Sudan 0.2249
o l J f Country 0 % —_ e ;9 ’ e o @ 205  Syria 0.2270
Diesel prices set for 5 A -
Source: ILO’s Global Governance Climate Index 2026 (DO!: https.//doi.org/10.54394/00033792)
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MOTORISTS can expect a sharp Gasoline prices, meanwhile, . ,
rollback in diesel and kerosene  may increase by as much as P0.47 3 3 3
e il i Jerosene ey PPP Center says commitments ‘intact’ despite cost pressures
prices are set to edge higher, amid Oil firms separately an-
easing global oil prices and ample  nounced their respective price ing PPP projects remain intact = PPP projects,” the PPP Center The latest PPP Center data
domestic fuel inventories. adjustments on Monday. By Justine Irish D. Tabile despite rising global cost pres-  said in an e-mailed reply to ques-  showed 287 PPP projects worth
The Department of Energy Seaoil Philippines, Inc. and | Senior Reporter sures linked to the conflictinthe  tions on May 4. P3.57 trillion are currently
(DoE) said diesel prices could Unioil Petroleum Philippines, Middle East. “Contractual commitmentsre- under implementation. Of
decline by at least P9.57 per liter,  Inc. said they would implement “Based on available informa-  main intact, and both government  the total, 202 are unsolicited
while kerosene prices may fall by  the same adjustments estimated | THE Public-Private Partnership  tion to date, there is no signifi-  and private partners continue to  projects, while 71 are solicited
at least P13.30 per liter starting by the DoE. (PPP) Center said infrastruc- cantevidence of directimpacton  honor their obligations under ex-  projects.
on Tuesday, May 12. Diesel, S1/10 | ture commitments under exist- the implementation of awarded  isting PPP contracts,” it added. PPP Center, S1/9




