
TIONG BAHRU Singapore Fla-
vours said it is continuing to ex-
pand its presence in the Philip-
pines, adding new locations as it 
builds its network across Metro 
Manila and nearby areas.

The Singaporean franchise 
entered the Philippine market 
in 2019 with its first branch at 
MetLive Mall in Pasay. It has 
since opened stores in key 
commercial areas, including 
Bonifacio Global City, Estancia 
Capitol Commons, Eastwood, 
A l a b a n g  To w n  C e n t e r,  S M 
North EDSA, Greenhills, One 
Ayala,  TriNoma, Robinsons 
Antipolo, Mitsukoshi BGC, and 
Gateway Mall 2.

More recent branches in UP 
Katipunan and Landmark by the 
Bay in Parañaque have brought 
its total to 16 locations.

During the pandemic, the res-
taurant chain opened additional 
branches in Makati and Quezon 
City and expanded its takeaway 
and delivery services.

“Our journey reflects more 
than expansion — it’s a testa-
ment to resilience and passion. 
Even during the pandemic, we 

never stopped serving authen-
tic Singaporean cuisine to every 
Filipino,” said Kathryna Yu-
Pimentel, co-owner and direc-
tor of Tiong Bahru Singapore 
Flavours.

The company serves Singa-
porean dishes such as Hainanese 
chicken rice, bak kut teh, and 
laksa. — ALB
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Cebu Pacifi c extends Dubai
fl ight suspension to end-May

BUDGET CARRIER Cebu Pacifi c (CEB) 
said it has extended the suspension of 
its Manila-Dubai fl ights until the end of 
May due to the worsening situation in 
the Middle East.

“CEB continues to assess its flight 
operations to and from the Middle East 
amid the ongoing security situation in 
the region. As this remains a developing 
situation, further schedule adjustments 
may take place,” CEB said in an advisory 
on Thursday.

This is the second extension of the 
suspension of Manila-Dubai services. 
The airline earlier moved the suspen-
sion to April 30 from its initial plan to 
cancel flights only until April 20.

The airline said affected passengers 
may avail themselves of free rebooking, 
travel fund conversion, or refunds.

CEB has also suspended fi ve routes — 
Davao-Bangkok, Iloilo-Bangkok, Iloilo-

Singapore, Singapore-Iloilo, and Clark-
Hanoi-Clark — until October 2026.

It has reduced weekly frequencies 
on selected domestic and international 
routes from April to October, includ-
ing Cebu-Singapore, Singapore-Cebu, 
Manila-Jakarta, Jakarta-Manila, Manila-
Kuala Lumpur, Kuala Lumpur-Manila, 
Manila-Melbourne-Manila, and Manila-
Sydney-Manila.

Last month, CEB Chief Executive Of-
fi cer Michael B. Szücs said the company 
remains positioned to withstand chal-
lenges, citing its commercial and fi nan-
cial resilience and noting that most of its 
fl ights are domestic.

New NAIA Infra Corp., the operator 
of the country’s main gateway, said it 
expects fl ight disruptions as some inter-
national services may be a� ected by air-
space restrictions linked to the confl ict in 
the Middle East. — Ashley Erika O. Jose
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Alsons Dev completes 
first batch of residential 
turnovers in Avia Estate
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ALSONS Development and In-
vestment Corp. (Alsons Dev) said 
it has completed the turnover of 
its fi rst batch of residential units 
at Narra Park Residences Avia, 
its initial housing project within 
the Avia Estate township in Ala-
bel, Sarangani.

In a statement on Wednesday, 
the property developer said the 
milestone marks the transition 
of early homebuyers into home-
owners and refl ects the project’s 
progress within the 121-hectare 
estate.

The turnover coincided with 
the project’s fi rst Buyers Appre-
ciation Day, where homeowners 
and guests gathered for updates 
and community activities.

Narra Park Residences is the 
first residential development 
within Avia Estate, Alsons Dev’s 
fi rst township expansion outside 
Davao.

The company said 59 homes 
have been completed so far.

“These represent more than 
completed units. They are the 
beginning of a community,” Al-
sons Dev President and Chief 
Executive O�  cer Miguel Rene A. 
Dominguez said.

The project offers bungalow 
units priced at P4.1 million per 
lot and two-story houses at P5.07 
million, both on 120-square-
meter lots.

Alsons Dev said estate develop-
ments include the Alabel Public 
Safety and Security Complex, 
opened in January 2025, and The 
Abba’s Orchard Montessori School, 
which opened in August 2025.

It also said completed shared 
spaces include a megatent and a 
football fi eld, while planned ad-
ditions include an interim com-
mercial area, a pickleball court, 
and community facilities.

The project forms part of the 
company ’s expansion beyond 
Mindanao’s urban centers. — 
Juliana Chloe A. Gonzales

PetroEnergy sees oil drilling in Africa fi nished this year
YUCHENGCO-LED PetroEner-
gy Resources Corp. (PERC) said 
it expects to complete its drill-
ing campaign in o� shore Gabon, 
West Africa, later this year, aim-
ing to increase oil fi eld produc-
tion.

In a statement on Thursday, 
the listed energy company said it 
continues to manage its o� shore 
oil interests in Gabon as it under-
takes a Phase 3 drilling campaign, 
which is expected to raise produc-
tion to 18,000 barrels of oil per 
day (bpd) from 15,000 bpd.

PERC is a publicly listed en-
ergy company with a diversifi ed 

portfolio spanning upstream oil 
exploration and development, 
renewable energy development, 
and power generation.

The company holds a 2.53% 
participating interest in the ex-
ploration and production shar-
ing contract (EPSC) covering 
the Etame block in Gabon, West 
Africa, according to its 2025 an-
nual report.

The EPSC is a contract with 
the Gabonese government that 
grants the holder rights to con-
duct exploration, development, 
and production activities within 
the Etame Marin Permit area.

In 2025, total crude output 
from four oil fields — Etame, 
Avouma, Ebouri, and North 
Tchibala — reached 5.20 mil-
lion barrels. Of this, 5.35 million 
barrels were exported at market 
prices ranging from $57.09 to 
$78.12 per barrel.

PERC said its profitability in 
2025 was affected by higher in-
terest expenses, which rose to 
P652.66 million due to increased 
financing costs linked to new 
project loans.

The company also reported a 
20.24% decline in oil revenues to 
P415.09 million, citing lower crude 

oil prices and reduced production 
from its Gabon operations.

These factors contributed to 
a 39.77% drop in attributable net 
income to P284.18 million.

Despite this, total revenues rose 
8% year on year to P3.72 billion, 
driven mainly by higher electricity 
sales following the energization of 
three solar power projects.

PERC said it is ramping up 
commercial operations of its so-
lar assets in Bugallon and Isabela, 
as well as completing the Panitan 
solar and battery energy storage 
system in Capiz. — Sheldeen Joy 
Talavera

Filinvest unit secures ERC nod 
for Mindanao solar project
FDC GREEN ENERGY Corp., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Fil-
invest Group’s utility arm, FDC 
Utilities, Inc., has secured gov-
ernment approval to connect its 
solar project in Mindanao to the 
grid, allowing it to begin commer-
cial operations.

In a statement on Thursday, 
FDC Utilities said it received a 
certifi cate of compliance from the 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(ERC) for its 20.774-megawatt-
peak ground-mounted solar facil-
ity to be built at the PHIVIDEC 
Industrial Estate.

The company said the certifi -
cate confi rms that the facility has 
met technical, safety, and regula-
tory requirements, allowing it to 
operate commercially.

The solar project is expected 
to generate about 30.2 million 

kilowatt hours of electricity an-
nually.

FDC Utilities said the project 
will add capacity to the Mindanao 
grid once operational.

“The ongoing energy crisis has 
underscored the need for reliable 
and sustainable power solutions,” 
said FDC Utilities President and 
Chief Executive O�  cer Juan Eu-
genio L. Roxas.

“In an environment where 
global fuel markets are increasing-
ly unpredictable, projects like this 
highlight the importance of invest-
ing in indigenous and renewable 
energy sources,” he added.

In 2024, FDC Utilities said 
it plans to triple its generating 
capacity to 1,350 megawatts by 
2033, with most of the expansion 
coming from renewable energy. — 
Sheldeen Joy Talavera

Tiong Bahru Singapore 
Flavours expands 
footprint in Philippines

THE GATEWAY MALL 2 branch in 
Cubao, Quezon City. 
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