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PROMOTIONS

EVENT VENUE

WINE TRAVEL AGENCY

14/F Net Cube Building,3rd Ave. cor. 30th St. 
Bonifacio Global City, 

Taguig City 1634
Tel.: (02) 479-5419 / (02) 668-8735

Globe: (0917) 874-1326
             (0917) 887-0810
Smart: (0920) 965-9192

acp@cfdreamdestinations.ph
reservations@cfdreamdestinations.ph

If you would like to be listed in this directory, please contact the Circulation Department at 8527 77 77 or e-mail: circ@bworldonline.com

PLAYGROUND

Trampoline Park Philippines

Mayflower St., The Portal, Greenfield 
District, 

Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, 
Philippines 1550

DENTAL

• General Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implant Dentistry
• Minor Oral Surgery
• Orthodontics
• TMJ Orthopedic Dentistry

EUFRED RAMON V. JAVIER, D.M.D

Monday to Saturday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • by 

Unit 203 Minerva Building, National Road, 
Putatan, Muntinlupa City
Telephone: 862-3970 

Mobile: (0917) 887-3785 (ERVJ)
docjvjavier@yahoo.com

EVENT COORDINATOR

No. L-4623-3 Valenzuela St., Old Sta. Mesa, No. L-4623-3 Valenzuela St., Old Sta. Mesa, 
Manila, PhilippinesManila, Philippines

Tel. �os.� �15-�19� - 98 • �15-69��
Fax.: 715-6947

Mobile: 
(0923) 535-1648
(0915) 659-5180

giasoapmaking@yahoo.com

GIA 
SOAP MAKING

(0923) 535-1648
(0915) 659-5180

giasoapmaking@yahoo.com

Buhangin Davao City - PhilippinesBuhangin Davao City - Philippines

HOTEL

FERNANDINA 88 SUITES HOTEL
222 P. Tuazon Blvd., Cubao, Q.C.

Tel.: 911-6965 / 911-3169
www.fernandina88.com.ph

www.fernandinagardensuites.com
www.fernandinatagaytayvilla.com

MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES

FOODS

REVIEW & TUTORIAL CENTER

315 Katipunan Avenue, Loyola Heights, 
Quezon City Tel. No. 925-7544, 929-9145, 

929-7279, 
�C �35-606� • Makati 815-130� • �labang 
659-0085 • SM Fairview 935-0011 • Cainta 
6�6-8��3 • �ntipolo 6�6-8��5 • Cebu �03�� 

�55-�191 • Sta. �osa �0�9� 5��-10�1 

PROPERTY

DATA GATHERINGWORKSHOPS/TRAININGS

Be trained by a team of thought leaders 
and NLP* coaches

Increase your team cohesion, leadership, 
sales and communication skills through 
proven effective tools in learning that started 
in the USA and Singapore

Before-your-eyes transformation through our 
Ultimate Breakthrough Tools™ like firewalking

DOUBLE YOUR BUSINESS RESULTS 
BY FIRING UP YOUR PEOPLE

BOOK US NOW!
Telephone: 275 2090 

Mobile: (0917) 617 9774
Telephone:

(0917) 617 9774
Telephone:

info@worldstageinternational.com.ph

✔

✔

✔

worldstageinternational.com.ph

CREATIVE SERVICES

CAFÉ

SOFTWARE and TECHNOLOGY

CONSULTANCY

Unit 45, The District Dasmariñas - 
Ayala Mall, Dasmariñas City, Cavite
Tel� 0�6 5�0-616� • 0�6 �16-688�

Mobile: (0920) 901-9188
E-mail addresses: 

frank.bufi@fsbconsultants.com 
 fsbufi.cpa@gmail.com fsbufi.cpa@gmail.com

FB/www.facebook.com/novellinowines ;  IG/@novellinowines
www.novellinowines.com (02) 310-2063Tel:

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

IT SOLUTIONS 
PROVIDER

+632 831 1079 
aliana@techoneglobal.com

Suite A, 6th Floor, Dao I Condominium, 189 Salcedo St., 
Legazpi Village, Makati City

BEAUTY AND WELLNESS

THE Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) said prices of rice will 
remain stable in the following 
months, with the risks posed by 
the Iran crisis on farmers’ fuel 
and transport costs offset by in-
ventory levels boosted by the on-
going harvest as well as imports.

At a briefing, Agriculture As-
sistant Secretary and Spokesman 
Arnel V. de Mesa said the rice 
harvest in March and April will 
keep supply ample until the lean 
months of August to September.

“Plus, the imports that came in 
during the first two months totaled 
almost 700 thousand metric tons 
(MT). We’re expecting, for March 
and April, an additional 300 thou-
sand MT,” Mr. de Mesa said.

He said regular-milled rice 
prices will average about  P40 
per kilogram, domestically grown 

well-milled rice P45, imported 
regular rice P48, and imported 
well-milled rice P52-P55.

“For now, there is no indica-
tion that we will hit (P60 per kilo 
for imported rice).”

Mr. de Mesa also said the DA 
does not foresee significant price 
movements at retail level because 
Philippine rice imports do not 
need to transit the waters affect-
ed by the fighting around Iran, 
unlike energy imports.

“For imported rice,  60-70% is 
from Vietnam. And then, the rest 
is also from Southeast Asia. Paki-
stan accounts for a small portion,” 
he said, noting that any disrup-
tion to Pakistan grain shipments 
can be filled by Vietnam.

Mr. de Mesa said the main areas 
of concern are indirect effects like 
the cost of fuel absorbed by farmers.

Separately, Agriculture Secre-
tary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr. said 
oil prices will rise with extended 
fighting, a� ecting petroleum-based 
fertilizers, freight costs, and fuel.

To cushion the impact of rising 
fuel prices, the DA will release P100 
million in fuel subsidies for farmers 
and fisherfolk, with an additional 
P50 million available if  crude oil 
price benchmarks hit $80 per barrel.

The subsidy program, autho-
rized by DA 2025 Memorandum 
Circulars 35 and 42, farmers are to 
receive P5,000 each while fisher-
folk will get P3,000. The funds are 
expected to be distributed to 14,354 
farmers and 14,947 fisherfolk.

To qualify, farmers must be 
in the Registry System for Basic 
Sectors in Agriculture (RSBSA) 
and own or rent machinery. Fish-
erfolk must be registered in RS-

BSA or the Fisheries Registration 
System, own boats not exceeding 
three gross tons, and use fishing 
gear compliant with fishery laws.

The subsidy will be distributed 
through Intervention Monitoring 
Cards issued by the Development 
Bank of the Philippines. The cards 
can only be used to purchase fuel 
at designated stations and cannot 
be withdrawn as cash or used for 
other purposes.

For areas far from fuel sta-
tions, the DA will issue vouchers 
worth P3,000 for fisherfolk and 
P5,000 for farmers.

Mr. de Mesa said registration 
of eligible beneficiaries has start-
ed, with the target to complete 
distribution by March to April, in 
time for the next cropping season 
starting in May to June. — Pierce 
Oel A. Montalvo

THE Department of Informa-
tion and Communications 
Technology (DICT) said it is 
seeking a $500-million loan 
from the World Bank (WB) to 
finance the middle-mile fiber 
component of the national 
broadband project. 

“This is just a study for this 
year. If ever, we plan to use 
this for next year. The De-
partment of Finance (DoF) 
gave the go signal to explore 
and negotiate this loan,” In-
formation and Communica-
tions Technology Secretary 
Henry Rhoel R. Aguda told 
reporters on the sidelines of a 
recent event. 

The DICT said the loan 
proceeds will be deployed next 
year pending the completion of 
phases 4 and 5, the final stages 
of the national fiber backbone.

The DICT expects to com-
plete the phases 4 and 5 this 
year. The Philippines obtained 
a $287.24-million loan from 
the World Bank to accelerate 
those phases.

The project is expected 
to bring high-speed internet 
connectivity to Mindanao by 
delivering 1,000 kilometers 
of high-speed, government-
o w n e d  f i b e r  t o  B u t u a n , 
Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga, 
and Davao.

The National Broadband 
Plan has five components, 
with the first part of the fiber 
backbone connecting Luzon, 
the Visayas, and Mindanao.

Component 2 of the nation-
al broadband plan includes 
the cable landing stations that 
make up the Luzon Bypass 
Infrastructure, which serve as 
the gateway to international 
connectivity.

Component 3 covers the 
middle-mile and last-mile 
segments of the network, as 
well as the tower buildup in 
geographically isolated areas. 
The middle-mile segment con-
nects the backbone to the last 
mile, allowing the services to 
be delivered to end-users. —
Ashley Erika O. Jose

DICT seeks $500-M WB 
loan for middle-mile fiber

Rice prices seen remaining
stable throughout Iran crisis


