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NEW DELHI — India’s govern-
ment on Sunday handed a major 
win to Apple by allowing foreign 
companies to provide machines 
to their contract manufactur-
ers in certain areas for fi ve years 
without any tax risk.

Apple has been growing in In-
dia in recent years as it diversifi es 
beyond China. Counterpoint Re-
search says iPhone’s share of the 
Indian market has doubled to 8% 
since 2022. And while China still 
accounts for 75% of global iPhone 
shipments, India’s share has qua-
drupled to 25% since 2022.

Apple had been lobbying In-
dia’s government to modify its 
income tax laws to ensure the 
company is not taxed for owner-
ship of the high-end iPhone ma-
chinery it provides to its contract 
manufacturers.

In India, unlike China, Apple 
was concerned that if it paid for 
machines for its contract manu-
facturers, Indian law could con-
sider that a so-called “business 
connection” and impose taxes on 
its iPhone sales profi ts. That had 
forced its contract manufactur-
ers Foxconn and Tata to them-
selves spend billions of dollars on 
machines.

India on Sunday said that 
“to promote manufacturing of 
electronic goods for a contract 
manufacturer,” it is making cer-
tain law changes to ensure that 
mere ownership of machines by a 
foreign company does not lead to 
taxes on it.

The decision was made public 
as part of Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman’s 2026-27 annual 
budget, presented on Sunday.

The move could prompt Apple 
and other companies to invest 
rapidly in the electronics manu-

facturing space by taking over ini-
tial expenses for pricey machines, 
reducing the initial cost burden 
on contract manufacturers they 
partner with.

“ We are saying that if you 
bring your machine, and that 

machine is used by a local manu-
facturer to produce something, 
we will... exempt you for 5 years. 
We are giving them certainty,” 
Revenue Secretary Arvind Shriv-
astava said at a post-budget press 
conference.

FASTER SCALE-UP AND 
GREATER CONFIDENCE
Smartphone manufacturing is a 
key plank of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s agenda for econom-
ic growth.

The rule change will apply un-
til the 2030-31 tax year and only 
to factories set up in so-called 
customs-bonded areas — which 
are technically considered being 
outside India’s customs border. 
If devices are sold within India 
from such factories, they will 
attract import taxes, making 
such facilities attractive only for 
exports.

“Any income arising on ac-
count of providing capital goods, 
equipment or tooling to a contract 
manufacturer, being a company 
resident in India, is eligible for 
exemption,” the Indian govern-
ment said in one of its explana-
tory budget documents.

Apple did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

“This exemption removes 
a key deal-breaking risk for 
electronics manufacturing in 
India,” said Shankey Agrawal, a 
partner at Indian tax-focussed 
law firm BMR Legal. “The result 
is faster scale-up and greater 
confidence for global electron-
ics players to manufacture in 
India.”

Apple held many discussions 
with Indian officials in recent 
months to tweak the law as it 
feared the legislation could ham-
per its future growth, Reuters has 
reported.

The earlier rules did not a� ect 
Apple’s South Korean rival Sam-
sung as almost all of its phones 
are made in its own Indian facto-
ries, and not by contract manu-
facturers. — Reuters

India allows foreign fi rms to 
fund equipment without tax risk

HOUSTON — The United Steel-
workers (USW) union said late 
on Saturday it would extend 
talks with Marathon Petroleum 
Corp. (MPC), averting a strike 
by 30,000 workers at US refi n-
eries and chemical plants.

The rolling 24-hour exten-
sion means the current con-
tract, which had been set to 
expire at 12:01 a.m. ET (0501 
GMT) on Sunday, remains in 
effect until either the union 
gives a 24-hour notice to strike 
or Marathon issues a 24-hour 
notice to lock workers out.

Since negotiations began a 
little over a week ago, the union 
has rejected at least fi ve propos-
als from Marathon. The last pro-
posal on Saturday would have 
given refinery and chemical 
plant workers a 14% wage in-
crease over a four-year contract.

Marathon is the lead nego-
tiator for 26 US refiners and 
chemical companies, includ-
ing Exxon Mobil, Chevron 
and Valero Energy. The USW 
represents workers at plants 
that account for two-thirds of 
US crude oil refi ning capacity.

Earlier on Saturday, Mara-
thon spokesperson Jamal 
Kheiry said, “MPC continues to 
meet with representatives from 
the USW. We are committed 
to bargaining in good faith and 
to working toward a mutually 
satisfactory agreement.”

Mike Smith, chairman of 
the Steelworkers’ National 
Oil Bargaining Program, said 
union members were fi ghting 
for fairness and justice.

“Our unity and solidarity at 
every facility throughout the 
industry sends a clear message 
that we are prepared to fi ght for 

a fair contract,” Mr. Smith said in 
a statement issued by the USW.

Sticking points for the talks 
are cost-of-living increases for 
the 30,000 oil industry work-
ers represented by the union, 
healthcare costs and standards 
for use of artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) in the plants, said people 
familiar with the talks.

The USW is also pushing for 
tougher safety standards, but 
the sources said that seems to 
be a nonstarter for Marathon.

“Marathon as a company 
thinks our industry is overpaid,” 
said one of the sources, who 
asked not to be identified be-
cause they were not authorized 
to speak publicly. “They’re not 
coming up much on economics. 
And to be honest, they’re not 
really addressing anything else 
in our proposal besides AI. And 
they’re not addressing it in a 
good way.”

In previous negotiations, 
the USW has granted 24-hour 
extensions for several days 
past a contract’s expiration.

The negotiations are for a 
national pattern agreement 
that sets wages for the hourly 
union workers, healthcare 
costs, national agreements on 
safety and other issues.

Inside refinery operators 
make about $50 an hour after 
completing their probationary 
period.

The national agreement is 
combined with agreements on 
site-specific issues to create 
the contract for each plant.

Workers and the company 
settled local issues on Friday at 
Marathon’s largest refi nery, the 
631,000 barrel-per-day Galves-
ton Bay Refi nery. — Reuters

Union extends talks 
with Marathon, averting 
strike at refineries

NEW DELHI — India said on 
Sunday foreign companies us-
ing data centers built in the 
country to provide services to 
global clients will not face any 
taxes for doing so for more 
than 20 years, hoping to as-
suage concerns of possible tax 
liabilities on the sector.

Scores of data centers have 
been built in India in recent 
years, but lawyers told Re-
uters that foreign companies 
had been concerned that New 
Delhi could in future impose 
taxes on their global income 
for using a data center located 
in the country.

Those concerns were set to 
rest by Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman in her 2026-
27 budget speech, where she 
said India will “provide (a) tax 
holiday till 2047 to any foreign 
companies that provide cloud 
services to their customers 
globally, by using data center 
services from India.”

Vaibhav Gupta, partner at 
tax fi rm Dhruva Advisors, said: 

“This announcement helps 
in bringing clarity to foreign 
companies and lends stability 
in (their) tax position in India 
till 2047,” noting foreign com-
panies would no longer need to 
worry about potential taxes on 
their global income on the basis 
they use a data center in India.

Google said in October it 
will invest $15 billion in an 
artifi cial intelligence data cen-
ter project in Andhra Pradesh 
state, while Microsoft and Am-
azon have poured billions into 
data centers in India. Indian 
conglomerates like Adani and 
Reliance are also investing.

Amazon, Microsoft and 
Google did not immediately 
respond to requests for com-
ment on the government’s tax 
measure.

“Data centers will be a ma-
jor strength for India through 
which we can provide new 
services to the world,” Infor-
mation Technology Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw told report-
ers. — Reuters

India gives 20-year tax 
holiday to foreign fi rms 
using local data centers

Company Name: Sodexo On-Site Services Philippines, Inc.
Address: 11th Floor, B.A. Lepanto Building, 8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 1226
Nature of Business: Administrative and Support Service Activities

Contact details of the Company: MILITAR Mylene Mylene.MILITAR@sodexo.com
Job Position: Chef Level 4

Job Description:
• Ensure Kitchen Team adhered to Sodexo Way Service Standards through training and role modeling
• Ensure standard recipes are used and food is presented according to established standards
• Ensure kitchen and working area comply with health and food safety standards at all times
• To participate and contribute in continual improvement process through waste reduction, revenue enhancement, 

increased customer and staff satisfaction, and improved workplace health & safety
• To actively promote teamwork and cohesion by demonstrating behavioral and positive mindset examples at all times
• To ensure the update all scheduled cleaning in responsible area

Basic Qualifications for the Position:
• 1- 3 years previous experience as a Chef
• Experience in a high-pressure catering environment, preferably in a commercia, hospitality, or industrial 

environment
• Experience in or exposure to batch cooking
• Knowledge of Chinese Cuisine Food

Monthly Salary: PHP 180,000.00 – PHP 200,000
Workplace Address: Makati City

Name of Foreign National: Yang Linjia
Nationality: Chinese
City of Residence: Makati City
Duration of Employment: 1 year

Sodexo On-Site Services Philippines, Inc. hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, 
willing, and qualified to perform the services and job description for this position. The company has the intention to 
employ the said foreign national and apply for an Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and 
Employment - National Capital Region located at 967 Wasmiya Building, Maligaya Street, Malate, Manila.

THE PHILIPPINES is seeking 
funding from the World Bank 
for a water, sanitation, and solid 
waste management project, the 
bank said.

The Philippines Accelerated 
Water and Sanitation Project 
is targeted for approval by the 
bank’s board on March 30,  ac-
cording to a document uploaded 
to the bank’s website on Feb. 2.

The project cost is $268.84 
million, with the departments of 
Public Works and Highways  and 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) serving as implementing 
agencies.

The project hopes “to increase 
access to safely managed water 
supply and sanitation services 
and improve the performance 
of water service providers in se-

lected areas of the Philippines,” 
the World Bank said.

In a separate report, the Phil-
ippines is also aiming to obtain a 
$1.07-billion loan from the World 
Bank to improve waste manage-
ment and reduce plastic pollution 
in the National Capital Region.

The Clean Metro Manila proj-
ect is estimated to be approved by 
the board in November with the 

project cost estimated at $1.07 
billion, the bank said in a Jan. 30 
report.

Implementing agencies are 
the DILG, the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resourc-
es, and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority.

“The first phase of Clean 
Philippines multiphase program-
matic approach will cover Metro 

Manila, the National Capital Re-
gion (NCR), including all of its 17 
LGUs (local government units),” 
it said.

The NCR encompasses 17 
LGUs and 1,710 barangays, with 
14 million inhabitants.

S o l i d  wa st e  vo l u m e s  a r e 
expected to reach P23.6 mil-
lion tons by 2025, particularly 
organic waste and plastics, the 

bank said, noting poor waste-
disposal practices, declining 
waste-management capacity, 
and limited plastic-processing 
capacity.

“Barangays are responsible 
for solid waste collection but  are 
constrained by the lack of funds 
and collection trucks,” the World 
Bank said. — Aubrey Rose A. 
Inosante

Philippines seeks World Bank funding for water, solid waste projects

THE NUMBER of local govern-
ment units (LGUs) that have in-
tegrated a central bank-backed 
quick response (QR) code pro-
gram for public market vendors 
more than doubled last year, ac-
cording to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP).

BSP Deputy Governor Ber-
nadette Romulo-Puyat said 922 
LGUs had adopted the Paleng-QR 
Ph Plus in 2025, more than dou-
bling the year-earlier total.

“From 408 local government 
units in 2024, we now have more 
than 900 LGUs that have adopted 
the program, covering markets, 
mall stores, and transport hubs 
nationwide,” she said at a briefing 
in Dumaguete City.

By 2026, the BSP aims to grow 
the number to 1,700 LGUs, Ms. 

Romulo-Puyat said, not counting 
barangays. 

She also noted that the De-
partment of Information and 
Communications Technology has 
been tapped to broaden the pro-
gram’s reach.

Ms. Romulo-Puyat said In-
formation and Communications 
Technology Secretary Henry Rhoel 
R. Aguda will assist the central 
bank by supplying internet con-
nectivity to unconnected markets.

“Secretary Aguda told us 
to write down kung saan ’yung 
mga palengke na walang internet 
connectivity, at bibigyan niya ng 
Starlink (Secretary Aguda told 
us to list the markets without in-
ternet connectivity and he will 
give them Starlink),” she said. —
Katherine K. Chan

THE Philippine fish catch is declining by 
an average of 45,000 metric tons (MT) each 
year due to overfishing, illegal fishing, and 
weak enforcement of fisheries law, accord-
ing to Oceana Philippines.

In a report, Oceana Philippines said cap-
ture fisheries production fell from 2.6 million 
MT in 2010 to about 1.9 million MT in 2023, 
representing an annual loss of 45,472 MT.

“Our fisheries are not just declining, they 
are in freefall. We’ve lost nearly 600,000 MT 
of potential catch in just over a decade. That’s 
enough fish to provide a healthy meal to 
every Filipino for a month,” Von Glenn S. 
Hernandez, vice-president of Oceana Philip-
pines, said at the report’s launch on Monday.

The report found that 88% of assessed fi sh 
stocks are being harvested faster than they 
can recover, indicating severe exploitation 
across most commercially important species.

“Some evidence suggests localized stock re-
covery in areas such as the Davao Gulf and Zam-
boanga Peninsula. However, scientifi c data show 
many fi sh populations remain overfi shed even 
after years of seasonal closures,” the report said.

The continued depletion of fish stocks 
poses a serious threat to national food secu-
rity, the report said. Fish account for 11.7% 
of the country’s total food requirement.

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fi sh-
ing also resulted in an estimated P5.4 bil-
lion in losses from 2022 to 2023, which the 
organization described as economic value 
“stolen from the sector.”

The group said unregulated fi shing and 
declining fi sh stocks are exacerbating pov-
erty in coastal communities. In 2023, an 
estimated 353,000 fi sherfolk families were 
living below the poverty line, including 
about 93,000 families classifi ed as food-poor 
or unable to a� ord basic food needs.

Oceana urged the government to take 
immediate action by strengthening enforce-
ment of Republic Act (RA) No. 10654, or 
the amended Philippine Fisheries Code, to 
curb illegal fi shing and ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the country’s fi sheries.

Under the amended Fisheries Code, 
only municipal fi sherfolk — those operating 
boats weighing less than 3.1 gross tons and 
employing non-destructive, passive fi shing 
practices such as hook-and-line and gill 
nets — are allowed to fi sh within municipal 
waters. These waters extend up to 15 kilome-
ters from the coastline, including o� shore 
islands.

However, Oceana said only 51% of coastal 
local government units (LGUs) have com-
plete municipal water delineation.

Data cited in the report also showed that 
more than 270,000 cases of “apparent intru-
sions” by commercial fishing vessels into 
municipal waters were recorded between 
January 2017 and January 2024.

While Fisheries Administrative Order 
No. 266 was issued in 2020 to require vessel 
monitoring measures (VMM) for commer-
cial fishing vessels, Oceana said enforce-
ment gaps have allowed unchecked opera-
tions and unverifi ed catch reports to persist.

“The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) has not fully utilized the 
system despite about 90% of commercial 
vessels (being equipped) with VMM devices 
as of 2024,” the report said.

Section 18 of the Fisheries Code allows 
commercial fi shing within the 10.1- to 15-ki-
lometer zone of municipal waters, subject 
to strict conditions, including certifi cation 
from the National Mapping and Resource 
Information Authority and the conduct of 
public hearings.

However, Oceana noted that only one of 
the 174 coastal LGUs authorizing commer-
cial fishing in municipal waters has com-
plied with all required conditions.

The report also cited sta�  ng and budget 
constraints at BFAR, noting a 28% drop in 
personnel from 2017 to 2023, with about 68% 
of current staff employed on a contractual 
basis. BFAR also receives only 6% to 15% of 
the Department of Agriculture’s (DA) budget.

“The challenge is so big relative to the re-
sources available. These declines (in sta�  and 
resources) happened despite the expanded 
mandate of BFAR under RA 10654,” accord-
ing to Alice Joan G. Ferrer, executive director 
of Too Big to Ignore Philippines and one of 
the report’s authors, said at the launch.

Oceana called on the government to 
strengthen enforcement in hotspot areas, ex-
pand BFAR’s workforce and budget, resolve 
legal impediments to vessel monitoring, and 
complete municipal water delineation, pri-
oritizing regions with high intrusion rates.

“We will be sharing the report and our de-
mands with the DA and BFAR. The fi sheries 
crisis has been happening under the radar. 
Hopefully, they take notice and respond 
with urgency,” Mr. Hernandez told report-
ers. —Vonn Andrei E. Villamiel

Market-vendor QR system present
in over 900 LGUs at end of 2025PHL fish catch declining 45,000 MT a year

due to overfishing, lax regulation — report

PHILIPPINE STAR/NOEL PABALATE


