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Flood control projects set for rebidding — DPWH

THE Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) said the flood con-
trol projects that failed during the heavy
July rains or turned out to be non-exis-
tent will be subject to new bidding “as
soon as possible.”

“We have to fix the projects, we have
no choice, the people need flood control.
We have to fix it. We have to do it as soon
as possible,” Public Works and Highways
Secretary Vivencio “Vince” B. Dizon told

reporters on the sidelines of a briefing on
Tuesday.

Mr. Dizon did not identify how many
of the flood control projects will be auc-
tioned again, with the DPWH still in the
process of validating whether the con-
tracts were executed properly.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. has
been inspecting projects related to flood
control, including a so-called “ghost” proj-
ect worth P55 million in Baliwag, Bulacan,

which had been accepted as completed,
though no visible structures were found.

In his fourth State of the Nation Ad-
dress on July 28, Mr. Marcos ordered an
investigation into flood control projects,
ordering the DPWH to submit a full list of
projects from the past three years.

Former Secretary Manuel M. Bonoan
said the DPWH has submitted a list of
more than 9,000 projects completed be-
tween July 2022 and May 2025.

He said that of the 9,000 projects
160 have undergone validation, with 15
“missing or unlocated.”

Mr. Dizon has said that contractors
involved in ghost or substandard proj-
ects will face a lifetime ban and criminal
prosecution.

The President is set to issue an execu-
tive order establishing an independent
body that will investigate and charge of-
ficials and private contractors.

Mr. Dizon said he will need between
30 and 60 days to reorganize the DPWH.

He sought courtesy resignations from
all DPWH officials on Monday to facili-
tate an investigation into corruption in
big-ticket flood control projects.

“Hopefully, after 30 to 60 days, we will
have (a commission) that we feel will be
ready to take on these challenges and
move forward. It will be a difficult 60 days,”
Mr. Dizon said. — Ashley Erika O. Jose

Jeepney, tricycle drivers added to P20 rice program

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) said it will begin distribut-
ing P20-per-kilo rice to jeepney
and tricycle drivers next month.

“We will initially roll out the
P20 rice program for tricycle and
jeepney drivers on Sept. 16 in five
pilot areas,” Agriculture Secre-
tary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr.
said on Friday.

“We’re coordinating with
Department of Transportation
(DoTr ) which holds the TODA
(Tricycle Operators and Drivers
Association) database.”

One of the first pilot areas is
Navotas City, which has 4,000 ac-
credited drivers.

Initially launched for solo
parents, senior citizens, 4Ps ben-
eficiaries, and persons with dis-
abilities, the P20 rice program
has expanded to cover minimum
wage earners, rice farmers, and
now fisherfolk.

Next in line are beneficiaries of
the Department of Social Welfare
and Development’s Walang Gutom
program and low-income staff of
the Department of Education.

The DA said the phased rollout
aims to gather critical data onrice
consumption, logistics, and sup-
ply requirements.

“This will guide a planned na-
tionwide expansion in 2026, which

Recto sees foregone revenue

Rice importers expected to pass on
costs If ordered to maintain reserves

THE Department of Agricul-
ture’s (DA) proposal to require
private importers to share the
responsibility of maintain-
ing the country’s rice reserves
could send retail prices higher,
afarmers’ group warned.

Federation of Free Farm-
ers National Manager Raul Q.
Montemayor said importers
will likely charge consumers
for the expense of maintaining
extra inventory.

“If importers shoulder the
cost for importing the govern-
ment share, they will try to
recover that by raising their
selling prices which may defeat
the purpose of buffer stocks,”
he said via Viber.

Agriculture Secretary
Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr.
floated a plan to Senators
that private importers should
take some responsibility for
maintaining the national rice
reserves, which are tapped
during emergencies.

“If we aim to have a 20-day
rice buffer stock, we’re think-
ing of a 50-50 split between the
National Food Authority (NFA)
and the private sector,” he said.

Underthe proposed setup, rice
imports will follow a controlled
model similar to the sugar import
program of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration, under which
only qualified importers are
given import allocations.

Importers, in turn, would be
obligated to procure palay (un-
milled rice) from farmers at fair
prices tobuild up their reserves.

Mr. Montemayor noted that
the local purchase requirement
for importers has been ques-
tioned in the World Trade Orga-
nization as a restrictive policy.

In Singapore, importers
are required to reserve 10% of
their imports as government
reserves, but noted that “50-50
appears too big.”

“Sugar has a different
scheme. SRA issues sugar

import quotas, arriving ship-
ments are put into reserve and
cannot be sold without SRA
approval,” he said. “But the
government does not acquire
any of the imports.”

Marie Annette Galvez-
Dacul, executive director of
the UA&P Center for Food and
Agri Business, said the propos-
al, among the DA’s suggested
amendments to the Rice Tarif-
fication Law, is “a welcome shift
from dependence on imports to
strengthening supply chains.”

But she said, “execution will
be the real test.”

“I agree with this arrange-
ment where private rice im-
porters are given quotas ac-
cordingly,” former agriculture
secretary William Dar said.

“We should further support
the idea that provinces with
less rice production to main-
tain buffer stocks as well,” he
added. — Kyle Aristophere T.
Atienza

the President envisions will reach

15 million households,” it said.
The DA also plans to launch

the P20 App on Oct. 1. The app

is designed to facilitate efficient

logistics, ensure transparency,
and prevent abuse.

Mr. Laurel said rice stocks are
sufficient with the National Food

Authority planning to auction 1.2

million bags of rice in October.
The rice will first be offered

in September to government

relief agencies, and whatever is
left will be offered to the private
sector. — Kyle Aristophere T.
Atienza

due to smuggling at P150B

THE Bureau of Customs (BoC)
is expected to forego P150
billion in revenue due to the
smuggling of general mer-
chandise and oil products this
year, Finance Secretary Ralph
G. Recto said on Tuesday.

“The estimate of the leak-
age (from Customs revenue)
for the year will be roughly be
P150 billion,” Mr. Recto said in
a Senate Finance Committee
budget hearing.

He was responding to a que-
ry from Sen. Francis Pancratius
N. Pangilinan, who opened an
investigation into the smug-
gling of agricultural goods.

“The last time we met with
the new commissioner of
the Bureau of Customs, they
presented us with a catch-up
plan,” he said, after the BoC
missed its collection target last
year after tariffs were lowered
on key goods like rice.

Mr. Recto also outlined the
Department of Finance’s (DoF)
own plan to offset the BoC’s
revenue foregone to smuggling.

The BoC earlier disposed
of five containers of smuggled
agricultural products valued
at P35 million, which landed
at the Port of Subic last month.

In 2024, the BoC seized
P85.18 billion worth of smug-

gled products, including P1.19
billion in agricultural goods.

At the briefing, Mr. Recto
said he is open to trimming
the list of 130 items currently
exempt from value-added tax
(VAT) in lieu of imposing
new taxes.

Asked by Senator Panfilo M.
Lacson if he is open to reduc-
ing the VAT-exempt list, Mr.
Recto said: “I'm one with you.”

“We will support if you can
come up with additional reve-
nue measures by reducing VAT
exemptions,” he told reporters
separately.

Mr. Recto said the VAT-ex-
empt list currently includes ag-
riculture, exports, small mom-
and-pop stores, senior citizens,
and persons with disabilities.

The government aims to
trim the share of the deficit
relative to gross domestic
product to 3.1% by 2030.

The DoF remains commit-
ted to its no-new-taxes plan
with the exception of the pro-
posed Single-Use Plastic Act.

The 2026 Budget of Expen-
ditures and Sources of Financ-
ing report indicates that the
government aims to collect
P4.52 trillion, rising to P4.98
trillion in 2026. — Aubrey
Rose A. Inosante

US reciprocal tariff impact

Agriculture trade deficit widens 4.9% in July

seen muted but duties on
chips could be damaging

THE damage done by the US 19% recipro-
cal tariff on Philippine goods is considered
less significant than the potential impact
of a special tariff on semiconductors, credit
agencies and research houses said.

“Details of upcoming sectoral tariffs on
semiconductors will nonetheless be im-
portant for Philippine exports given the
country’s focus on lower value-added test-
ing and assembly activity,” MUFG Global
Markets Research said in a Sept. 1 note.

MUFG said the 19% tariff on Philippine
goods is unlikely to have a significant im-
pact on the economy as it shares a similar
rate with its Southeast Asian neighbors.

“The US tariffs on the Philippines at 19%
were of course not the most ideal, but we have
highlighted that the net impact to the Philip-
pine economy is unlikely to be that large given
most of the other countries and export com-
petitors are getting relatively similar rates,
and also due to the more domestic oriented
nature of the Philippine economy,” it said.

Moody’s Ratings said Southeast Asia
could nevertheless expect a boost in semi-
conductor export volumes amid higher de-
mand due to artificial intelligence and high-
performance computing and 5G technology.

However, sectoral tariffs could make the re-
gion’s exportsless attractive to the US, itadded.

“Semiconductors now represent a sig-
nificant engine of export and manufactur-
ing growth within the region, accounting for
around 26% of Malaysia’s and 32% of the
Philippines’ (Baa2 stable) total goods exports
in 2024,” Moody’s said in a separate report.

US President Donald J. Trump has said
he plans to impose higher tariffs on semi-
conductors, except for companies that plan
to build manufacturing facilities in the US.
However, no rates have been set.

Trade Undersecretary Allan B. Gepty
said semiconductors and electronics make
up around 53% of Philippine exports to
the US. Most of the semiconductors are
manufactured by US companies in the Phil-
ippines and exported.

The Philippine Statistics Authority re-
ported that exports grew 13.2% in the first
half to $41.24 billion. Of the total, the US
accounted for 16%, or $6.598 billion.

On the other hand, the manufacturing
sector turned in a subdued performance in
August, with the Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index receding to 50.8 from
50.9 in July, S&P Global said.

This was marked by a muted rise in out-
put and new orders following the imple-
mentation of the US tariffs. — Katherine
K. Chan

THE balance of trade in agricultural
goods in July came in at a deficit of
$929.78 million, widening by 4.9%
year on year, the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) reported.

Two-way trade in farm goods in
July was $2.49 billion, up 12.4%,
consisting of $1.71 billion worth of
imports, up 10.3% year on year, and
exports of $779.32 million, up 17.5%,
the PSA said.

Topping the list of imported agri-
culture goods were cereals, meat, and
animal and vegetable oils, with the
latter posting the strongest growth of
124% year on year.

Vietnam and Indonesia were the
top suppliers of agricultural imports,

accounting for $194.79 million and
$195.57 million respectively. Malaysia
supplied goods worth $116.98 million.

The European Union was the top
supplier of meat, dairy, eggs, natural
honey, and animal feed, with Spain re-
maining the top source with $39.34 mil-
lion worth of goods during the month.

Topping the exports of farm goods
were edible fruit and nuts, and peels
of citrus fruit and melons, with ship-
ments valued at $246.19 million.

The previous top exported farm
goods were animal, vegetable, or mi-
crobial fats and oils and their cleav-
age products, prepared edible fats,
and animal or vegetable waves, which
were valued at $245.48 million in July.

Malaysia was the top importer of
Philippine goods within ASEAN, ac-
counting for $23.17 million worth of
commodities. Thai imports came in at
$13.36 million.

The top 3 commodities exported
to ASEAN were tobacco and tobacco
substitutes, animal & vegetable fats and
oils, and fish, crustaceans, and mollusks.

For Europe, the top exported com-
modities were animal & vegetable
fats, prepared fish, crustaceans, and
mollusks, and edible fruits & nuts.

The Netherlands was the top buyer
of Philippine farm goods, importing
$119.89 million in July, followed by
Ttaly with $44.83 million. — Andre
Christopher H. Alampay

New Poro Point airport terminal planned

THE Bases Conversion and Develop-
ment Authority (BCDA) said it will
invest P250 million to build a new air-
port terminal at Poro Point, La Union.

“What I want is to have com-
mercial operations in the Poro Point
Airport within my term and see the
likes of commercial planes bringing
in passengers,” BCDA President and
Chief Executive Officer Joshua M.
Bingcang told reporters.

“The existing Poro Point Airport
terminal is old,” he added.

The new terminal will be 10,000
square meters, giving the airport the

capacity to accommodate commercial
flights.

“We are working on the specifica-
tions so we can bid out the design-
and-build proposal this year,” he said.

According to Mr. Bingcang, Poro
Point has been a steady revenue
stream for the BCDA since it took
over in October.

Meanwhile, the BCDA is also
working with the Public-Private
Partnership Center for the feasibil-
ity study of the long-term use of San
Fernando International Seaport, also
in Poro Point.

“It will include an additional 80
hectares and will turn the port into a
logistics hub. Our target in two years
is to have a feasibility study,” he said.

“That will not prevent us from en-
tertaining unsolicited proposals. That
is our plan, to come up with the best
land use plan, bid it out, and find a
partner for the long-term operation
of this port,” he added.

Currently, the port is being oper-
ated by the BCDA through subsidiary
Poro Point Management Corp. under
an interim arrangement.— Justine
Irish D. Tabile

Career Opportunity in JOHN CLEMENTS CONSULTANTS, INC.

Company Name: JOHN CLEMENTS CONSULTANTS, INC.

Marcos expects Hyundai Subic yard to double PHL shipbuilding capacity

Address: 14" Floor LKG Tower, 6801 Ayala Avenue, Makati City
Nature of Business: Management Consultancy

Job Position: Business Development Consultant
Job Description:

business and contingency business.

profitability.
Prepare the monthly, quarterly and year-end closing reports.

Qualifications:
* Must have a bachelor’s degree in business administration;

 Highly proficient in English and Japanese language.
Workplace Address: Makati City

Name of the Foreign National: Ayahito Takayama
City of Residence: Taguig City

Nationality: Japanese

Salary Range: PHP 180, 000 — 200,000
Intended period of employment: 1 year

Street, Malate, Manila.

Contact details of the Company: Marilou Antonio | marilou.antonio@johnclements.com

* Lead the business development for Japanese companies in the Philippines.
Recommend strategies and actions that will enable the company to capture the Japanese companies in the Philippines in developing new

Responsible in achieving the regular and contingency billings of the division.
Manage and motivate people to improve work processes to enable them to achieve the division’s goals, strategies, tactics and

* Has expertise in business development process for Japanese companies, evaluation requirement and policies, etc.;
* Experience in business contingency such as billings, tactics and profitability of the company;

JOHN CLEMENTS CONSULTANTS, INC. hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to perform
the services and job description for this position. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an
Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment - National Capital Region located at 967 Maligaya

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos, Jr. said on Tuesday that
South Korea’s HD Hyundai
Heavy Industries Philippines,
Inc. will nearly double Philip-
pine shipbuilding capacity when
it starts operating the yard in
Subic.

“With Hyundai Heavy Indus-
tries investing in Subic, our ship-
yard capacity will significantly
increase from 1.3 million to 2.5
million deadweight tons, from
handling four to five massive oil
tankers to about eight of those
ships,” Mr. Marcos said at the in-
auguration ceremony.

The President noted that be-
tween 2014 and 2018, Philippine
shipyards produced 1.2 to 2 mil-
lion gross tons of ships annually,
before output fell in 2019.

Hyundai Heavy invested $130
million in its Philippine opera-
tions and employed 1,200 work-
ers as of July 2025. Investments
is projected to hit $180 million
by year’s end and $230 million by
2030, creating up to 4,300 jobs.

“That equates to thousands
of families with food on the
table, thousands of workers
with dignity in their craft,” Mr.
Marcos said.

To meet demand for labor, the
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority part-
nered with Hyundai in Novem-
ber to set up an off-campus train-
ing facility in Subic. Twenty-four
trainees have completed welding
programs and joined Hyundai’s
workforce, with over 100 more
in training.

“We now have 16 training
programs covering every disci-
pline — from marine electricity to
welding — so that the skills forged
here meet the standards of any
shipyard around the world,” Mr.
Marcos said.

Malacafang said the shipyard
underscores Hyundai’s “grati-
tude for the central government’s
policy support” and aligns with
the administration’s goal to make
the Philippines a key player in
global shipbuilding.

The President was joined at
the inauguration by Public Works
and Highways Secretary Vivencio
“Vince” B. Dizon and Secretary
Frederick D. Go, the special as-
sistant to the President for invest-
mentand economicaffairs, Korean
Ambassador Lee Sang-hwa and US
Ambassador MaryKay Carlson. —
Erika Mae P. Sinaking




