
S1/5TheEconomyTHURS., AUG. 28, 2025

THE Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has approved the com-
mercial use of a vaccine against 
avian infl uenza, according to the 
Department of Agriculture (DA).

“With the FDA’s approval of 
Volvac B.E.S.T. AI plus ND, the 
poultry sector now has a strong 
line of defense against a virus that 
threatens both food security and 
human health,” Agriculture Secre-
tary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr. said.

The vaccine protects against 
highly pathogenic avian infl uenza 
(HPAI) subtype H5N1 and stimu-
lates the bird’s immune system 
to defend against velogenic New-
castle disease, the DA said.

H5N1 is the most aggressive 
subtype of the bird fl u virus, caus-
ing high mortality rates in chick-
ens. It is also zoonotic, meaning 

it can be transmitted to humans 
and other animals.

Velogenic Newcastle disease 
is the most severe form of New-
castle disease. Highly contagious 
and often fatal, it affects a wide 
range of bird species, especially 
domestic poultry.

Volvac B.E.S.T. is administered 
by injection, either into the bird’s 
chest muscle or into subcutane-
ous fat. 

It is given when the bird is at 
least 10 days old. As with most first-
time vaccinations, it takes 10 to 14 
days for full immunity to develop.

The value of production of 
the poultry sector in 2024, in-
cluding eggs, stood at P362 bil-
lion, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority. — Kyle 
Aristophere T. Atienza 

SENATOR Francis Pancratius N. 
Pangilinan and Secretary Freder-
ick D. Go, the special assistant to 
the President for investment and 
economic a� airs met on Tues-
day to discuss how to strengthen 
measures against agricultural 
smuggling, the Senator’s office 
said in a statement.

Mr. Pangilinan, who chairs the 
Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Food, and Agrarian Reform, 
and Mr. Go, in his capacity as the 
President’s permanent represen-
tative to the Anti-Agricultural 
Economic Sabotage Council, dis-
cussed how to “make accountable 
the organizations and individuals 
behind the hoarding of agricul-
tural products, such as rice, veg-
etables, and others.”

Mr. Pangilinan said efforts 
against economic sabotage have 
thus far focused on low-level  per-
sonnel, and pushed for the appre-
hension of key business figures 
involved in smuggling.

The Anti-Agricultural Eco-
nomic Sabotage Act in 2024 (Re-
public Act 12022) sets monetary 

thresholds for classifying food 
smuggling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing or cartel behavior under the 
separate crime of “economic 
sabotage.”

An economic sabotage prosecu-
tion is triggered when the value of 
the goods involved tops P10 mil-
lion. Violators charged with the 
o� ense are not eligible for bail.

The law also created the Anti-
Agricultural Economic Council, 
which is chaired by the President.

Mr. Pangilinan said only a few 
cases have been filed since the 
law came into force and no major 
violators have been jailed.

The Senate committee recent-
ly investigated cases of alleged 
smuggling involving companies 
and customs brokers and goods 
such as frozen mackerel, red and 
white onions. These shipments 
crossed the P10 million threshold.

Mr. Pangilinan’s committee is 
due to conduct another hearing 
focused on rice imports and pos-
sible smuggling of the staple grain 
on Sept. 11. — Andre Christopher 
H. Alampay
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MANY Philippine organizations 
are experiencing sta�  burnout 
from dealing with cybersecurity 
threats, British cybersecurity 
firm Sophos said.

It added that a shortage of 
chief information security offi-
cers (CISOs) is causing “chaos,” 
leading to incoherent responses 
to cybersecurity incidents. 

“When you don’t have leaders 
understanding the risk and the 
steps towards improved cybersecu-
rity maturity, it’s chaos… So, there’s 
a lack of cohesion without a CISO 
to translate risk to the business,” 
according to Gavin Struthers, se-
nior vice-president at Sophos, said 
at a briefing on Wednesday.

“Because of the high stakes 
and the rapidly changing environ-
ments around cybersecurity, it’s a 
very acute problem in technology, 
and organizations are struggling 
to keep up,” he said.

Sophos estimates that cyber-
security workers in the Philip-
pines lose an average of 4.2 hours 
weekly to dealing with threats, 
against 4.6 a year earlier.

About 88% of Philippine busi-
nesses experience staff burnout 
due to lack of resources, work 
overload in response to cyber 
alerts, and unclear cyber strate-
gies, according to Sophos’ “The 
Future of Cybersecurity Report 
in Asia Pacific and Japan.”

According to Mr. Struthers, 
cybersecurity-related stress and 

burnout often leads to a weaker 
cybersecurity stance, slow inci-
dent response, and underper-
forming IT (information technol-
ogy) and cybersecurity teams.

“One of the greatest causes of 
(cybersecurity-related) burnout 
is one or two or a few individuals 
in an organization scrambling ev-
ery day to deal with these issues.”

Less than 1% of organizations 
globally have a CISO, he added.

“There needs to be stronger 
leadership in organizations to not 
only provide lip service in dealing 
with the issues of  cybersecurity, 
but actually taking responsibil-
ity and being more involved in 
how to put together the right 
strategy for an organization,” Mr. 
Struthers said.

The report also found that 89% 
of organizations in the Philip-
pines use artificial intelligence 
(AI) solutions in their operations. 

However, some employees use 
“shadow AI” tools, or AI solutions 
unauthorized by their organiza-
tion, which could lead to data 
exposure and cybersecurity risks.

“It means you could be shar-
ing your quarterly financial re-
sults with a LLM (large language 
model) or a GenAI platform… And 
suddenly, you’ve shared private 
information, or maybe, intel-
lectual property to an LLM that 
other people have access to,” Mr. 
Struthers said. — Beatriz Marie 
D. Cruz
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