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Last month, US President Donald J. Trump 
announced higher reciprocal tariffs on most 
of the country’s trading partners, with Philip-
pine goods facing the second-lowest rate in 
Southeast Asia at 17%.

However, the reciprocal tariffs have been 
paused for 90 days until July. A baseline 10% 
tariff remains in place.

At a Palace briefing, Mr. Go said there will 
be more meetings with the USTR, although 
the Trade Undersecretary Allan B. Gepty 
would lead the talks.

He did not elaborate on a timeline.
Mr. Go said the meeting with the USTR 

focused on the local semiconductor and elec-
tronics industries since these are the top ex-
ports to the US.

Discussions also centered on the coconut, 
garment, furniture, food processing, and auto-
motive industries, he added.

“The coconut industry is very important to 
us because it is our number one agricultural 
export to America,” he said in Filipino. “We 
brought up all the concerns and issues of our 
stakeholders, and as I said earlier, I believe it 
was very well received.”

In 2024, the US was the country’s top export 
market, receiving $12.12 billion worth of Philippine 
goods. The US was the Philippines’ fifth-largest 
source of imports accounting for $8.17 billion.

The Philippines’ top exports to the US are 
semiconductors, electronic integrated cir-
cuits, and insulated wire and other insulated 
electric conductors.

The country’s top imports from the US are 
soya beans, electronic integrated circuits, and 
wheat and meslin. 

When asked if the USTR had committed 
to lowering the 17% reciprocal tariff imposed 

by Mr. Trump, Mr. Go said, “Let’s allow the 
process to take place.”

“I ask for your patience; let’s just wait for 
the outcome,” he added.

He refused to divulge if the US promised 
anything during the dialogues due to confi-
dentiality agreements but noted it will take 
several negotiations to reach a favorable 
resolution.

The Foreign Trade Office of the DTI will 
now handle the negotiations with their Ameri-
can counterparts, he noted.

“We have to let the technical working 
groups work on a framework for discussions... 
both sides will have to work together to put 
a framework before the 90-day moratorium 
period is over,” he added.

Mr. Go noted the Philippine delegation was 
“well prepared” for the meeting, adding they 
discussed with Cabinet officials and the busi-
ness sector before flying out.

Meanwhile, Department of Economy, Plan-
ning, and Development (DEPDev) Under-
secretary Rosemarie G. Edillon said that the 
meeting with the USTR showed the Philippine 
government’s intention to strengthen trade 
relations with the US.

“We are very interested, especially in our 
trade relations, and to inform them of our 
initiatives to reduce, if not totally eliminate, 
what they call nontariff barriers,” she added.

Asked to comment, former Trade Under-
secretary Rafaelita M. Aldaba said that the 
Philippines should get “as many products as 
possible in the exemption list.”

“In exchange we can offer zero tariffs on 
products that are important to the US,” she 
added.

In previous statements, Ms. Roque said 
that the Philippines might increase imports of 
US products, particularly soybeans and frozen 
meat, in exchange for lower tariffs.

“Taking out the COVID -19 (coronavirus 
disease 2019) years, our LFPR is about less 
than 65%, but for the other countries, it is 
actually in the high 60s. You have Vietnam 
over there with an LFPR in the high 70s,” she 
added.

Preliminary data from the Philippine Sta-
tistics Authority showed that LFPR in Febru-
ary was estimated at 64.5%. For the fi rst two 
months, the average LFPR stood at 64.2%.

However, the new jobs masterplan did not 
indicate any targets on how many jobs will be 
created until 2034.

“The problem with having a target with re-
spect to jobs is that it’s very di�  cult, especially 
since we are moving towards a framework for 
fl exible work arrangements where it would be 
possible for you to hold more than one job,” 
said Ms. Edillon.

“ We’re also moving towards having a 
framework for part-time jobs. So, it’s di�  cult 
[to see] how it will translate into the number 
of jobs,” she added.

Labor Secretary Bienvenido E. Laguesma 
said that there have been previous targets to 
create a million jobs.

“But this does not ensure there will be 
enough jobs created for the new entrants (to 
the labor market),” he said.

“It’s not that simple to say that we want 
to create one or two million jobs by a certain 
year. What we want to see is that every Fili-
pino family will have a job,” he added.

The TPB Plan also set a target of decreasing 
the unemployment rate to 3% by 2034 from 
3.8% in 2024 and the underemployment rate 
to 7-9% from 13.3% last year. 

In addition, the masterplan also aims to 
increase the female LFPR to 59% by 2034, 
which Ms. Edillon said is the lowest in the 
ASEAN region.

“Ours is about 48.8%, while in Vietnam it 
is actually 72.5%. So can you just imagine how 
much more human capital we could add if we 
could actually increase the LFPR for women?” 
she added.

The TPB Plan is also targeting to improve 
the country’s domestic industry diversifica-
tion and production, as well as export com-
plexity.

Citing the Global Innovation Index, Ms. 
Edillon said that the two factors measure the 
level of sophistication of the economy.

“That is actually the goal, that we will be 
a more competitive country before 2034. So 
that is actually the goal of the National In-
novation Agenda and Strategy Document,” 
she added.

The TPB Plan outlines priority strategies 
that aim to address labor demand, supply, and 
governance, as well as how to future-proof 
labor demand, supply, and governance.

Strategies to ensure labor demand include 
expansion of market access, encouraging in-
vestments in priority sectors, ensuring ease 
of doing business, establishment of a dynamic 
innovation ecosystem, and promotion of tech-
nology adoption and enterprise-based educa-
tion and training.

To improve labor supply, the TPB Plan 
recognized the need to expand lifelong learn-
ing opportunities, upgrade the design of skills 
training programs, enhance overseas Filipino 
reintegration programs, and increase program 
take-up among disadvantaged sectors.

Meanwhile, the TPB also cited 18 policy rec-
ommendations, which are seen to create an “in-
clusive and dynamic labor market environment.”

These policies include the Konektadong 
Pinoy bill, the Lifelong Learning Development 
Bill, tax incentives for employees on a work-
from-home program, the Freelancers’ Protec-
tion Act, and the Amendment of the Maternity 
Leave Law, among others. — Justine Irish D. 
Tabile
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THE Department of Agriculture (DA) said it 
lifted a 2019 ban on imports of processed pork 
products from South Korea, following a risk 
assessment of Korean e� orts to contain Afri-
can Swine Fever (ASF).

Memorandum Order No. 23 permits the 
entry of pork items subjected to high-level 
heat treatment. 

The restriction was imposed in 2019 to 
shield the hog industry from ASF. 

The DA said it reconsidered its stance fol-
lowing the findings of the recent Import Risk 
Analysis dated April 8, 2025, which concluded 
that sterilized pork products from South Ko-
rea intended for export meet World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health standards and are 
deemed a “safe commodity.”

The report cited South Korea’s “robust” 
veterinary oversight and ASF control systems.

It also noted the shelf stability and secure 
packaging of South Korean pork products.

“With these assurances, sterilized pork 
products from South Korea are permitted for 
import in accordance with existing Philippine 
regulations,” the DA said in a statement.

“With this policy shift, more pork prod-
ucts are anticipated to be available to con-
sumers in the Philippines. It may also indi-
cate a potential thaw in agri-trade relations 
between the two countries,” the DA said. 
— Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

Drought tolerance being developed in sugarcane

Ban on S. Korean pork products lifted

THE Philippine Sugar Research 
Institute Foundation, Inc. is 
seeking to develop sugarcane va-
rieties tolerant of drought and 
resistant to disease, the Depart-

ment of Science and Technology 
(DoST) said.

One of the projects will utilize 
in-vitro techniques to identify 
sugarcane with the desired quali-

ties, the Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and Devel-
opment (PCAARRD), an arm of 
the DoST, said.

Sugarcane-growing areas in 
the Philippines experience dry 
periods lasting four to six months, 
making drought tolerance a vital 
trait for sustainable production.

D i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  d ow ny 
mildew and smut can cause sig-
nificant yield losses, the DoST, 
which is helping funding the 
project, said.

The second project will seek to 
develop a hybrid of wild and conven-
tional varieties to achieve disease 
resistance and high sucrose content. 
— Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza
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