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Owning your dream home is now within 
reach. Horizon Land, the smart value 
brand of Federal Land, Inc., offers quality 
homes designed to meet the essential 
needs of practical homebuyers, young 
professionals, and growing families. With 
sensible and reliable developments, 
well-thought-out amenities, and highly 
networked city locations, Horizon Land 
makes everyday living comfortable, 
secure, and rewarding.

Now, with exclusive promos across its 
properties, Horizon Land makes it even 
easier to invest in the future. Whether 
seeking a first home or expanding your 
investment portfolio, this is the chance 
to make a smart move with flexible 
payment terms and affordable monthly 
amortizations.

Bayside Living at Palm  
Beach West
Live close to Bay Area’s vibrant lifestyle 
hub with Palm Beach West. Tucked 
within Met Park, an integrated township 
under the Federal Land Communities, 
residents can expect a slate of lifestyle 
and leisure options that underscore 
the conveniences of a master-planned 
district. With resort-inspired amenities, 
comfortable living spaces, and a prime 
location within close proximity to the 
Entertainment City, Palm Beach West 
offers a distinct bayside living experience 
that is both exciting and relaxing. This 
pet-friendly development is move-
in ready, making it a perfect home for 
families living with furry friends.

Enjoy an exclusive early move-in 
promo with just a 5% payment milestone 
plus discounts letting you choose a 
2-bedroom unit starting at P35,000 
monthly. Flexible payment terms let you 
spread your down payment over up to 
22 months, making it easier to invest in 
this sought-after location.

Connected City Living at 
Quantum Residences
Experience the convenience of city 
living at Quantum Residences along Taft 
Avenue in Pasay City. The three-tower, 
high-rise residential condominium 
is conveniently located near the 

intersection of Taft Avenue and Gil Puyat 
Avenue (Buendia), making it a practical 
address due to its proximity to transport 
hubs, the central business districts of 
Makati and Bay Area, as well as top 
schools and universities.

Quantum Residences’ first tower, 
Aqua, is ready for occupancy, and 
offers an early move-in promo with 
only 5% down payment, and monthly 
amortization as low as P15,700. You can 
also enjoy flexible payment terms of up 
to 22 months, making it an ideal choice 
for young professionals and savvy 
investors.

Suburban Sanctuary  
at Siena Towers
In Marikina, Horizon Land’s Siena 
Towers offers quality living through 
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residential verticals complemented 
by points of interest located within 
Federal Land’s signature township 
community. Residents can enjoy 
convenient access to dynamic retail 
and dining spaces, such as Bluewave 
Mall & Arcade, S&R Marikina, Panda 
Express Sumulong, and Uniqlo 
Marquinton Roadside Store. Its 
proximity to major throughways such 
as C-5 and Katipunan Avenue also 
makes it accessible to the business 
hubs in Quezon City, Ortigas Center, 
and Makati City.

With monthly amortization starting 
at only P18,500, you can enjoy 
flexible down payment terms of up to 
36 months. This is your chance to own 
a practical home in a peaceful, well-
connected neighborhood.

Make Your Smart Move Today
These limited-time promos make 
homeownership more accessible than 
ever. Whether you seek the energy 
of the Bay Area, the convenience of 
city living, or the calm of the suburbs, 
Horizon Land has a home for you.

Don’t miss this opportunity to invest 
smartly. Join Horizon Land’s exclusive 
preview at “Warmth and Wonder, A 
Horizon Land Grand Open House” 
on March 23, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at the Le Pavillon Event 
Hall in Met Park, Pasay City. Take this 
opportunity to discover the perfect 
home for you and your family.

The event will highlight a selection of 
quality Horizon Land projects in key areas, 
including Palm Beach West in the Bay Area; 
Quantum Residences along Taft Avenue; 
Siena Towers in Marikina; Peninsula 
Garden Midtown Homes in Paco, Manila; 
and Florida Sun Estates in Cavite.

For more information on Horizon 
Land’s condos and exclusive promos, 

Quantum Residences along Taft Avenue (Artist’s Perspective)

Siena Towers in Marikina 
(Actual Photo)

Palm Beach West at Met Park, Bay Area (Actual Photo)

visit www.horizonland.ph or call the 
hotline at 0917-857-4908 to book a 
private viewing at its showroom located 
on-site in Pasay City.

THE Philippine Health Insurance Corp. (Phil-
Health) said it will seek a higher budget alloca-
tion next year to help fund a 30% across-the-
board increase in benefi t packages.

“Yes, I think so,” PhilHealth President and 
Chief Executive Officer Edwin M. Mercado 
said when asked if the health insurer will re-
quest more government subsidies next year.

“With the impact of the across-the-board 
30% increase in benefi ts and compounded 50%, 
that’s basically 95% from 2024 levels. So this year 
the full impact of the 95% will be felt. That’s a 
signifi cant increase from 2024. Now moving for-
ward to 2025, we’re expecting the same benefi t 
level, but we will be adding more benefi t payouts 
for new programs,” Mr. Mercado told reporters.

PhilHealth received zero subsidies for 2025 
after being asked to remit its reserve funds 
from the previous year to the government, 
which totaled P89.9 billion.

Mr. Mercado added that the subsidy for 
premiums for indirect members will be re-
stored.

“I think we’re showing that the absorptive 
capacity of PhilHealth is improving. So we’re 
rolling out more benefi t packages. We’re show-
ing that our utilization is going up,” he said.

Mr. Mercado said the state health insurer is 
enhancing its IT programs to address the P10 
billion in denied claims last year.

“The most common reason for denied 
claims is late filing. So we’re looking at that. It’s 
precisely why we retroactively ruled that we 
will pay the denied claims. But that’s retroac-
tive. Moving forward… we’re ready to work with 
di� erent hospitals to train their fi ling clerks or 
their billing clerks,” Mr. Mercado said.

However, he noted that PhilHealth’s current 
surplus is su�  cient to cover the denied claims.

Mr. Mercado said PhilHealth’s full digitali-
zation could take two to three years.

PhilHealth is also working with the Philip-
pine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) 
on how to expand its coverage by identifying 
the next set of diseases needing coverage.

“That’s why we’re working with PIDS to iden-
tify what are the next set of diseases that we will 
cover based on di� erent factors like what are the 
most prevalent, what have the most out-of-pock-
et expenditure, or what have the most e� ective 
treatment technology already available,” he said.

PhilHealth and PIDS are looking to identify 
the next 10 to 20 most cost-e� ective health 
benefi t packages.

“We are shifting field health’s direction 
towards a more value-based approach where 
we will prioritize high-burden and high-cost 
diseases,” he said.

PhilHealth also said it has lifted the 45-day 
benefi t limit to accommodate conditions that 
require longer coverage.

“The 45-day benefit limit is an outdated 
cost-containment strategy. We understand 
why this was mandated before, but with our 
new payment mechanism. We cannot always 
predict or schedule our medical needs. We 
also have a lot of services that need more 
than 45 days of coverage,” PhilHealth Acting 
President and Chief Executive O�  cer Edwin 
M. Mercado said in a statement.

As such, PhilHealth is extending the ses-
sions allowable for hemodialysis packages. 

“We wish for Filipinos with critical sick-
nesses, chronic conditions or those needing 
long hospitalizations to continue to receive 
health services without having to worry 
that they will be buried in debt,” Mr. Mer-
cado said. 

PhilHealth’s net profi t declined 41.66% to 
P46.43 billion in the first nine months of 2024. 
— Aaron Michael C. Sy

THE Philippine Competition 
Commission (PCC) said cours-
es and certifi cate programs on 
competition law that it is o� er-
ing to lawyers and other profes-
sionals will help them deal with 
complex competition cases.

In a social media post on 
Thursday, the PCC said it 
launched the specialized aca-
demic track and post-graduate 
certifi cate program in partner-
ship with the Legal Education 
Board (LEB) and The Univer-
sity of the Philippines Compe-
tition Law and Policy Program 
on March 14.

PCC Commissioner Loli-
beth Ramit-Medrano said more 
practitioners will help promote 
fair market competition.

“ With globalization of 
trade, investments, and servic-
es, competition law is a power-
ful tool to provide safeguards 
designed to protect consumer 
welfare at the same time as fos-
tering a balanced, competitive, 
and dynamic business envi-
ronment,” she added.

LEB Chairperson Jason R. 
Barlis said that the board com-
mits to enhancing legal educa-
tion by integrating competition 
law into academic curricula. 

He added that the launch 
“aligns with LEB’s broader ef-
forts to equip future lawyers 

with specialized knowledge in 
emerging legal fields.”

According to the PCC, the two 
academic programs are aligned 
with the Philippine Competition 
Act and international best prac-
tices on competition law.

“The specialized academic 
track under the Juris Doctor 
program consists of a 12-unit 
curriculum focused on core 
competencies in competition 
law,” the PCC said.

“It covers essential top-
ics such as anti-competitive 
agreements, abuse of domi-
nance, merger control, and the 
impact of emerging technolo-
gies on competition,” it added. 

Meanwhile, it said that the 
post-graduate certifi cate program 
covers a 64-hour intensive course 
designed for lawyers, economists, 
policymakers, and other profes-
sionals seeking specialized train-
ing in competition law.

“It delves into key areas 
such as anti-competitive prac-
tices, market monopolization, 
mergers and acquisitions, con-
sumer protection, and regula-
tory enforcement,” PCC said. 

“The program also follows 
a stackable credential system, 
allowing participants to credit 
completed courses toward a 
Master of Laws degree,” it add-
ed. — Justine Irish D. Tabile

PhilHealth seeks budget hike
to support expanded benefi ts

PCC launches courses 
on competition law

PINEAPPLE OUTPUT is expected 
to grow this year, according to the 
Department of Agriculture (DA), 
in response to increasing demand 
from China and Europe.

The Philippines is expected to 
produce more than 3.12 million 
metric tons (MMT) of pineapples 
this year, against 2.9 MMT in 2024, 
Assistant Secretary Arnel V. de Mesa 
told reporters.

He said pineapple yields are ex-
pected to hit 44 MT per hectare 
this year.

Exports of  pineapple and pine-
apple products rose 7.5% to $787.12 
million in 2024.

Mr. De Mesa noted “growing de-
mand” from China, the top destina-
tion of Philippine pineapple exports, 
as well as Europe.

The United Nations Food and Ag-
riculture Organization reported that 
demand is increasing for premium 
pineapples, especially the Philippine 
MD2 variety, from Chinese consumers.

It said the Philippines has been 
the second-biggest exporter of pine-

apples — next to Costa Rica — over 
the past 15 years.

Mr. De Mesa said the government 
continues to assist the industry 
through research and development 
e� orts.

The government is also focusing 
on the production of organic pine-
apples, for which there is a “niche 
market,” he added.

Currently, there are about 24,000 
pineapple farmers in the Philip-
pines, many in Mindanao. — Kyle 
Aristophere T. Atienza

Demand driving pineapple output growth
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