
Earlier, the DA said that it 
would remove labels for import-
ed rice, which allegedly misled 
consumers and justified higher 
prices.

The department also banned 
the use of marketing terms like 
“premium” and “special” in the 
imported rice trade, which it said 
were pretexts for charging more.

Mr. De Mesa added that import-
ed rice would now be labeled with 
the country of origin, type, and 
amount of broken rice content.

“One thing is clear, people are 
very brand conscious. The prob-
lem is in the label, but they are all 
the same; they are not premium 
or special,” Mr. Tiu Laurel added.

According to the DA’s price 
monitoring of Metro Manila 
markets, as of Jan. 4, a kilo-
gram of imported special rice 
sells for between P54 and P65 
lower compared with the P58 
and P65 per kilo a year ago.
On the other hand, imported pre-
mium rice was seen between P52 
and P60 per kilo as of Jan. 4 from 
P54 and P62 per kilo in 2024.

“The P60 per kilo price for im-
ported rice seen in the market is 
already profi teering, in my opin-
ion,” Mr. Tiu Laurel said.

The agency is also set to meet 
with the departments of Trade 

and Industry, and Interior and 
Local Government, the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, and the Philip-
pine National Police to finalize 
the guidelines of the MSRP and 
address the profiteering of rice 
traders.

“We need to sort out our rem-
edies, on how it would be labeled 
as profi teering, we will use that, 
and hopefully people will follow,” 
he added.

Sought for comment, former 
Agriculture Undersecretary 
Fermin D. Adriano said in a 
Viber message that implement-
ing price controls would not 
work “if DA does not go after 
big-time wholesalers and im-
porters.”

In a Viber message, Federa-
tion of Free Farmers National 
Manager Raul Q. Montemayor 
warned that imported rice may 
be rebranded as local rice to avoid 
price controls.

“They must have a fi rm basis 
for setting the maximum prices,” 
Mr. Montemayor said, adding 
that various types, brands, and 
shipping costs should be taken 
into account when pricing im-
ported rice.

He added that the DA should 
also determine if profiteering is 
being done by importers, whole-
salers, and retailers.

“Right now, all the e� ort seems 
to be directed at retailers, but we 
also need to look at the margins 

of importers and wholesalers and 
check if these are not excessive,” 
he said.

In a Viber message, Samahang 
Industriya ng Agrikultura (SIN-
AG) Executive Director Jayson H. 
Cainglet said the group had previ-
ously suggested the imposition of 
a price cap on rice, using Republic 
Act No. 12022 or the Anti-Agri-
cultural Economic Sabotage Act 
as the basis.

Under the law, agricultural 
smuggling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing, and its fi nancing are consid-
ered as economic sabotage.

The law also imposes fines 
equivalent to fi ve times the value 
of any smuggled or hoarded agri-
cultural products, with violators 
also facing the prospect of life 
imprisonment.

Mr. Cainglet said the govern-
ment has not yet determined if 
there are cartels responsible for 
hoarding and manipulating rice 
supply and prices.

He noted imported rice should 
be priced between P38 and P40 
per kilo after tari� s were lowered.

As of Jan. 4, imported well-
milled rice was seen between P40 
and P54 per kilo in Metro Manila 
markets, while a kilo of regular-
milled rice fetched for P40 to P48 
per kilo.
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A MAN unloads sacks of rice at a store along Dagupan St., Manila. 
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THE Department of Energy 
(DoE) said it has dropped run-
of-river hydro from the third 
round of the green energy auction 
(GEA-3), which will be delayed to 
next month.

“The DoE will exclude the run-
of-river (RoR) hydro from GEA-3 
in view of the ongoing Feed-In-
Tari�  (FIT) System for RoR Hydro, 
which to date  remain undersub-
scribed,” the department said in a 
statement at the weekend.

Consequently, the Energy 
Regulatory Commission (ERC) 
will no longer release the green 
energy auction reserve price, or 
the ceiling price used in the auc-
tion, for RoR.

Run-of-river, a technology ini-
tially offered in the GEA, is also 
eligible for FIT.

G E A  a n d  F I T  p r o g r a m s 
are both designed to promote 
renewable energy. GEA con-
ducts competitive bidding to 
determine prices, whereas FIT 
offers fixed rates set by the 
government.

Both programs are aimed at 
increasing the share of renew-
able energy in the power genera-
tion mix.

“The DoE will continue sup-
porting and providing appropri-
ate market mechanisms for RoR 
Hydro and other emerging RE 
technologies,” it said.

With the exclusion of RoR, 
the DoE is set to o� er non-FIT 
eligible technologies such as 
geothermal, impounding hydro, 
and pumped-storage hydro with 
a total capacity of 4,650 mega-
watts (MW).

The government will auction 
100 MW worth of geothermal ca-
pacity, 300 MW of impounding 
hydro, and 4,250 MW of pumped-
storage hydro.

The auction proper for GEA-3 
is scheduled on Feb. 11.

ERC Chairperson and Chief 
Executive Officer Monalisa 
C. Dimalanta confirmed the 
exclusion of RoR, saying that 
the commission had to defer a 

resolution on the GEA price of 
RoR due to the issue of “paral-
lel implementation” of the FIT 
and GEA.

“We were asking if it’s possible 
to actually to parallel programs 
because (RoR) has FIT… Then the 
DoE decided to retain it under 
FIT so we will now sit down and 
discuss a revision to the FIT rate,” 
Ms. Dimalanta said at a briefi ng 
on Monday.

The government held the 
fi rst GEA in 2022, auctioning o�  
1,996.93 MW worth of renew-
ables, while the second round was 
concluded in 2023, auctioning o�  
3,440.756 MW. — Sheldeen Joy 
Talavera

MERCHANDISE exports in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region are expected 
to grow by up to 3.5% in 2025 de-
spite a slower recovery in major 
economies and potential trade 
tensions, the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Asia and the Pacifi c (ES-
CAP) reported.

“Significant uncertainties, 
including slower-than-expected 
recovery in major economies and 
potential trade tensions, dampen 
growth prospects in 2025 com-
pared to 2024 levels,” ESCAP said 
on Monday.

“Given these risks, ESCAP 
projects real merchandise ex-
ports in the region to grow be-
tween 2.7% and 3.5% in 2025, 
with developing economies ex-
periencing more modest growth 
than developed economies,” it 
added.

In 2024, real exports in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region grew 3.4% in 
2025, outperforming the global 
export growth rate of 1.8%.

Meanwhile, the region’s real 
imports also grew 3.6%, outpac-
ing the 2.2% global growth rate.

“Asia and the Pacific outper-
formed global trade averages in 
2024, revealing the region’s re-
silience and leadership in global 
trade and investment amidst sig-
nifi cant economic uncertainties,” 
it said.

According to ESCAP, the stron-
ger trade growth in the region 

could be attributed to regional 
economic recovery and less sub-
dued consumer spending.

In 2024, intra-regional trade 
accounted for 60% of the region’s 
total exports, which ESCAP said 
refl ects the adjustments of the re-
gional supply chain to geopolitics 
and structural changes.

Meanwhile, ESCAP projects 
commercial services exports and 
imports in the region to grow 8% 
and 10.9% this year, respectively, 
amid expansion in the travel and 
digital sectors.

“Developed economies are 
anticipated to outperform oth-
ers in the region. While more 
resilient, commercial services 
trade may face indirect down-
ward pressures from disrupted 
merchandise trade and policy 
uncertainty,” it said.

In 2024, Asia-Pacifi c commer-
cial services exports and imports 
grew 8.6% and 6.2%, respectively, 
outperforming global growth.

“This was primarily driven by 
the recovery of travel services, ac-
counting for 20.5% of the region’s 
exports, alongside significant 
growth in construction, goods-
related services, and digitally de-
liverable services,” ESCAP said.

ESCAP said that the region re-
mained a top foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) destination in 2024, 
due to its domestic market growth 
and proximity to consumers.

The communications indus-
try posted growth of 69% to $40 
billion. It was the second-largest 
industry after renewable energy 
(RE) at $58 billion.

However, the region saw a 14% 
decline in greenfi eld FDI infl ows 

despite growing investment in 
climate projects.

ESCAP said that India was 
the region’s top FDI destina-
tion last year after attracting 
$76 billion worth of invest-
ment, mainly in semiconductor 
and RE.

Meanwhile, the region contin-
ued to be the largest contributor 
to the build-up of preferential 
trade agreements (PTAs). It ac-
counted for nearly 60% or 374 of 
global PTAs.

“New agreements signed 
this year indicate a continuing 
trend towards diversifying trade 
partners with economies outside 
the region as well as the growing 
inclusion of sustainable devel-
opment and digital trade provi-
sions,” ESCAP said. — Justine 
Irish D. Tabile

Run-of-river hydro excluded
from 3rd green energy round

Asia-Pacific exports to rise up to 3.5% — ESCAP
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