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THE Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) said it banned  im-
ports of poultry and wild birds 
from France after an outbreak 
of Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fl uenza (HPAI) or bird fl u.

In Memorandum Order no. 
40, the DA said shipments of 
domestic and wild birds, poultry 
meat, day-old chicks, eggs, and 
semen from France were sus-
pended.

“There is a need to prevent 
the entry of the HPAI virus to 
protect the health of Philip-
pine poultry,” it added.

According to the Bureau 
of Animal Industry, avian flu 
cases in the Philippines have 
been detected in 53 munici-
palities across nine provinces 
as of Sept. 20.

The French authorities had 
submitted a report to the World 
Organization for Animal Health 
regarding an outbreak of H5 (N 
untyped) HPAI cases there.

A case was reported in 
Saint-Malo in Brittany on 
Aug.  7, according to an offi-
cial report submitted by the 
French authorities on Aug. 12.

It added that all shipments 
coming from France that are 
already in transit, loaded, or 
accepted into port would be 
allowed provided that the 
products were slaughtered or 
produced before July 25.

In April, the DA had lifted 
the import ban of domestic 
and wild birds from France 
after cases of HPAI were re-
solved. — Adrian H. Halili

CHICAGO/WASHINGTON — 
Nearly 200 agriculture organiza-
tions urged the White House to 
address key US agricultural supply 
chain issues in the face of a poten-
tial port strike on the East and Gulf 
Coasts that could begin Tuesday.

The groups said the industry is 
facing “imminent and severe ship-
ping disruptions” from a potential 
work stoppage, snarled rail lines and 
historically low river levels backing 
up grain barge shipments and im-
pacting trade with Mexico, accord-
ing to a letter reviewed by Reuters.

The groups asked the federal 
government to direct the US Army 
Corps of Engineers to dredge the 

lower Mississippi River to main-
tain 12-foot-deep channels, and 
step in to reopen the movement of 
grain by rail from the US to Mexico.

They also asked the Transpor-
tation department to consider 
issuing an emergency hours of 
service waiver for truck drivers at 
East and Gulf Coast ports.

The letter, from a wide cross-
section of the nation’s food and 
farm supply chain, said such dis-
ruptions are already happening 
ahead of a potential Oct. 1 strike at 
ports that handle roughly half of 
the country’s ocean trade, includ-
ing consumer staples like co� ee, 
meat and eggs. — Reuters
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DAVAO CITY — Pilipino Banana 
Growers and Exporters Associa-
tion (PBGEA) Executive Director 
Stephen Antig said the Philippines 
is losing key markets for bananas 
due to weak production as a result 
of pests and diseases, specifi cally 
fusarium wilt or Panama disease. 

Mr. Antig said Philippine mar-
ket share for fresh banana has 
fallen steadily since 2012. In Ja-
pan, the Philippines used to have 
a 94% share of the market share; 
in 2023, it was 79%.

The industry’s main market, 
China, was at 40% market share 
last year, from 82% in 2012. South 
Korean market share was 69% 
in 2023 from 98% previously. 
Market share in the United Arab 
Emirates was down to 8% in 2023 
from 83% in 2012.

“We simply don’t have the vol-
ume due to devastation brought 
about by pests and diseases,” he 
said during the Business Matters 
media briefing at Hukad, Ayala 
Malls Abreeza.

According to Mr. Antig, it’s not 
easy to replace areas with banana 
plantations a� ected by fusarium 
wilt or expand acreage because of 
the Agrarian Reform Law, which 
limits landowners to fi ve hectares. 

“It’s not a demand problem 
but a supply problem because we 
have been infested with fusarium 
diseases and climate change and 
the problem of getting additional 
hectarage for expansion purposes 
and to replace those areas a� ected 
by pests and diseases,” he said.

He said in Cambodia, a single 
banana plantation can be as large 
as 20,000 hectares.

He also said Mindanao land 
planted to banana is down to 
51,000 hectares from 89,000 
hectares before the disease hit.

Mr. Antig said PBGEA has 
been lobbying the Department 
of Agrarian Reform to amend the 
Agrarian Reform Law because 
the fi ve hectare limits is not suit-
able for e�  cient growing.

“Unfortunately, we have not got-
ten any feedback as to whether the 
amendments are happening or not. 
We will continue to lobby otherwise 
there will come a time when Mind-
anao will no longer be known as the 
banana republic,” he said.

Mr. Antig said banana growers 
must content themselves with 
rehabilitating the areas a� ected 
by pests and diseases.

“But we cannot do that as fast 
as we want to because it will take 
from nine months to one year for 
bananas to bear fruit. The spread 
of fusarium wilt is faster,” he said. 

He said the industry is try-
ing to develop a new variety of 
banana that is resistant to most 
pests and diseases.

“We are racing against time be-
cause if we do not identify a new 
variety, it is possible that the re-
maining 51,000 hectares will also 
be a� ected, and what will happen 
to individuals dependent on this 
industry?… the banana industry 
contributed not only to the eco-
nomic development of Mindanao, 
but to improving peace and order 
by providing employment,” he said.

Mr. Antig said PBGEA is draft-
ing a bill on the revitalization 
of the banana industry, which it 
hopes to pass on to a legislator to 
sponsor in Congress.

“One of the stipulations of the bill 
is to establish a world-class research 
facility that will not only serve the Cav-
endish industry but the entire agricul-
ture sector. We are not giving up hope 
as a lot of people are dependent on the 
industry,” he said. — Maya M. Padillo
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