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Batangas municipalities
to get ASF vaccine faster
if emergency declared

THE Department of Agriculture (DA)
said on Wednesday that Batangas
municipalities may need to declare
an emergency to facilitate the release
of funds to obtain African Swine Fe-
ver (ASF) vaccines.

“Local government units may

The DA noted that active ASF cases
have been recorded in Lobo, Lian,
Rosario, Calatagan, and Lipa City,
Batangas.

Constance J. Palabrica, as-
sistant secretary for Poultry and
Swine, said that the DA estimates

procurement period to around two
weeks.

The DA is currently collabo-
rating with local officials in en-
forcing movement restrictions
to prevent the spread of infected
animals.
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judging from the pace set by first-half collec-
tions, a Congressional think tank said.

The Congressional Policy and Budget Re-
search Department (CPBRD) noted, however,
that first-half revenue was driven by non-tax
collections, casting doubt on the sustainability
of recurring tax collections.

“The revenue performance for January-
June 2024 suggests that the government is on
track to meet its full-year revenue target,” the
CPBRD said in areport.

“The first half performance, however,
shows a notable divergence between tax and
non-tax collections when compared to pro-
grammed targets,” it added.

Total government revenue for the first half
of 2024 amounted to P2.15 trillion, according
to Finance Secretary Ralph G. Recto’s Monday
presentation to the House of Representatives
appropriations panel.

Of the first-half collections, P1.83 trillion
came from tax revenue, up 10.8% from a year
earlier. The total missed by 2.8% the first-half
revenue target.

“Tax revenue underperformed, with the
actual collection of P1.83 trillion falling short
of the P1.86 trillion goal. This shortfall was
primarily due to (the performance of) BIR col-
lections (P1.36 trillion as against P1.40-trillion
target),” the CPBRD said.

The Bureau of Customs, whose collections
are also classified as tax revenue, exceeded its
first-half target with P455.5 billion collected
in the first half, beating its target by 3%.

Non-tax revenue generated P314.2 billion
during the same period, 46% higher than tar-
get. The surge in non-tax collections is due
to higher collections by the Bureau of the
Treasury (BTr) and other revenue streams,
the CPBRD said.

The BTr said income rose 76% to P163.9
billion in the first half of 2023.

“Bureau of the Treasury income... is P71
billion higher compared to the same period in

who are emerging as their most
enthusiastic users, according
to the results of a study.

In a joint study, The Fourth
Wall and Uniquecorn Strat-
egies concluded that Gen Zs
(born between 1997 and 2012)
are now solidly in favor of on-
line shopping.

“Almost all the respondents
(92%) use their own mobile
phones for purchases and pre-
fer cashless methods (53%),”
they said.

The study, which surveyed
400 people, found that three
out of four Filipino Gen Z con-
sumers in urban areas shop
online because they believe
they deserve it, which the
study referred to as the “De-
serve ko ‘to” mentality.

“The young generation is
rapidly becoming a signifi-
cant portion of the consumer
market and is already shap-
ing market trends, especially
in the e-commerce space,”
according to John Brylle L.
Bae, research director at The
Fourth Wall.

“This self-rewarding be-
havior among Filipino Gen
Zs stems from their growing
self-awareness, driving them
to seek rewards that affirm
that sense of self-worth,” he
added.

The Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) estimates that
Gen Zs account for 38% of the
population, or 41 million.

Uniquecorn Strategies
founder and CEO Dean Ber-

their supply chain strategies and
enhance their social commerce
platforms to build trust, create
personal connections, and devel-
op a relatable image to capture
the young market,” he added.

According to the study,
brands face challenges in
establishing trust due to the
prevalence of scams and paid
endorsements, in establishing
personal affinity, and in cre-
ating an immersive customer
experience.

The study concluded that
brands must develop tailor-fit
marketing strategies.

The study said partnering
with podcast creators may
help boost brand awareness
and conversion, describing
podcasting as an emerging
medium for sharing more
“personal yet credible brand
reviews.”

It added that brands could
also encourage thorough and
well-crafted reviews left by
customers to build trust and
drive conversion.

The study said that brands
need to focus on the Gen Zs’
entrepreneurial mindset,
“Deserve ko ‘to” mentality, and
emotions.

“Emphasize how your
products can support Gen Zs
in their side hustles or hob-
bies, which some also turn into
their side businesses,” accord-
ing to the study.

“For local brands, highlight
the process or journey of how
the products were sourced,
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Upon motion of Hon. EM. Marquez, duly seconded, the Sangguniang Panlungsod of Makati,
by a unanimous vote, approved City Resolution No. 2024-059 on second and final reading.
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HONORABLE MAYOR MAR-LEN ABIGAIL S. BINAY
OR HER DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO ACCEPT, FOR AND ON BEHALF OF
THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF MAKATI, THE DONATION OF VARIOUS MEDICINES FROM
THE GLORIOUS DEXA MANDAYA, INC., AND TO SIGN THE DEED OF DONATION AND
ALL OTHER PERTINENT DOCUMENTS RELATIVE THERETO, SUBJECT TO EXISTING
LAWS, RULES, AND REGULATIONS.

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State to protect and promote the right to health of the
people and instill health consciousness among them;!

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City Government of Makati to provide the best possible
health care services to its constituents by strengthening the delivery of health care
programs and services;

WHEREAS, the Glorious Dexa Mandaya Inc. is a pharmaceutical company incorporated in
the Republic of Indonesia and is known for bringing high-quality and innovative healthcare
products to the Southeast Asian market;

WHEREAS, for and in consideration of the goodwill, assistance, and pure generosity of the
Glorious Dexa Mandaya Inc., such entity voluntarily and freely gives, transfers, and conveys,
by way of donation, unto the City Government of Makati, various medicines for the benefit

WHEREAS, Glorious Dexa Mandaya Inc, is the absolute owner of the said medicines and
ensures that such items are free from all liens and encumbrances;

WHEREAS, Art. 748 of the New Civil Code of the Philippines provides that:
“Art. 748. The donation of a movable may be made orally or in writing.

An oral donation requires the simultaneous delivery of the thing or of the
document representing the right donated.

If the value of the personal property donated exceeds five thousand pesos,
the donation and the acceptance shall be made in writing, otherwise, the
donation shall be void.”

WHEREAS, a deed of donation, among other documents, must be executed by the City
Government of Makati and Glorious Dexa Mandaya Inc. to effectuate the abovementioned

WHEREAS, Section 8 (a) (6) of R.A. No. 7854 provides that the City Mayor, as the chief
executive of the city government, shall, among others, represent the City in all its business
transactions and sign on its behalf all bonds, contracts, and obligations, and such other
documents upon authority of the sangguniang panlungsod or pursuant to law or ordinance;

2023; and other non-tax revenues... doubled
from P62.1 billion to P121.1 billion in the same
period,” the CPBRD said.

The CPBRD noted that the BTr took in
more dividends from government-owned and
-controlled corporations (GOCCs), after the
Department of Finance ordered an increase in
GOCC dividend payouts to the government to
75% from 50%.

The remittance of unutilized funds from
GOCCs also boosted the BTr’s holdings, it
added.

In May, the Philippine Health Insurance
Corp. and Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp.
remitted P20 billion and P30 billion respec-
tively to the BTr.

“The government’s fiscal strategy to optimize
existing financial resources through the mobi-
lization of non-tax revenue represents a prag-
matic approach to fiscal management and aligns
with its commitment to increase funding for
priority programs without enacting new taxes or
resorting to additional borrowing,” it said.

While unutilized funds from GOCCs could
be a potential source of funding for the gov-
ernment, it should address potential tax col-
lection issues, the CPBRD said. “Sustained
revenue growth is largely contingent on brisk

crafted, and transported to
reach consumers,” it added. —
Justine Irish D. Tabile

nales said that it is important
for retailers to “pay close
attention to the shopping

WHEREAS, in consideration of the reasonableness and absence of any legal impediment to
the aforecited authority that will be given to the City Mayor, the Sangguniang Panlungsod
of Makati, pursuant to the abovementioned provision of law, hereby approves this
Resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE
SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD OF MAKATI, METRO MANILA, BY THE POWERS VESTED
IN IT BY LAW, IN SESSION ASSEMBLED, to authorize the Honorable Mayor Mar-len
Abigail S. Binay or her duly authorized representative to accept, for and on behalf of the
City Government of Makati, the donation of various medicines from the Glorious Dexa
Mandaya, Inc., and to sign the deed of donation and all other pertinent documents relative
thereto, subject to existing laws, rules, and regulations.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Sangguniang Panlungsod of Makati hereby expresses its
utmost gratitude to the Glorious Dexa Mandaya, Inc. for its laudable role in the City's
purposeful quest to continuously uplift the quality of life of the Makatizens.

Sugar industry wants other
sweeteners to be regulated

SUGAR PRODUCERS said on
Wednesday that the Department
of Agriculture (DA) needs to reg-
ulate imports of other sweeteners
that compete with cane sugar.

In a statement, the United
Sugar Producers Federation of
the Philippines (UNIFED) said
the entry of glucose, sucrose,
maltose, dextrose, maltodextrin
and lactose is currently unregu-
lated.

UNIFED added that the vol-
ume of other sweeteners being
shipped amounts to 100,000 to
200,000 metric tons per year.

products may have caused the
stagnation in sugar prices.

“This is probably why demand
for sugar has remained constant
in the last 10 years or so despite
the growth of the population,”
he said.

Agriculture Secretary Francis-
co P. Tiu Laurel, Jr. has ordered an
investigation after meeting with
the sugar industry.

He ordered the Sugar Regu-
latory Administration to look
into the actual volumes of other
sweeteners and, if warranted, re-
quire them to acquire clearances

RESOLVED FURTHERMORE, that copies of this Resolution be furnished the Office of the
Mayor, Office of the City Administrator, Law Department, Makati Health Department,
General Services Department (GSD), Information and Community Relations Department
(ICRD), Department of the Interior and Local Government - Makati City Field Office (DILG-
Makati City), Glorious Dexa Mandaya, Inc. and all other departments, offices, and agencies
concerned for their information, guidance, and reference.

This Resolution shall be posted and published in accordance with the provisions of R.A. No.
7854.

APPROVED BY THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD OF MAKATI, METRO MANILA, in its
Regular Session held on 5 August 2024.
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roughly P10 billion, and the con-
tinued lack of regulation for these
sugar-based products is highly
detrimental to the sugar indus-
try,” UNIFED President Manuel
R. Lamata said.

Mr. Lamata added that the
increased shipments of these

paying a hefty price along with
the five million Filipinos de-
pendent on the industry,” Mr.
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