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San Miguel, MPIC pitch water, 
hydropower projects — DENR
THE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) said San Miguel Corp., 
Metro Pacific Investments 
Corp. (MPIC), and Manila Wa-
ter Co., Inc. have submitted pro-
posals for bulk water supply and 
hydropower projects.

“Last December, we opened 
opportunities for investments. I 
am now in receipt of proposals, 
and they come from the biggest 
companies here locally. They 
have submitted letters of inter-
est,” Environment Undersecre-
tary Carlos Primo C. David said 
on the sidelines of the Israel-
Philippines Water Technology 
Forum last week.

He said the DENR has received 
88 proposals from di� erent com-
panies, six of which are major 
companies in the Philippines.

“Fast forward to today, we 
offer 247 projects — bulk water 

projects for public-private part-
nership (PPP). At this point in 
time, I have received proposals 
from various companies like San 
Miguel, Manila Water, and Metro 
Pacifi c, and now we are working 
on having these projects materi-
alized,” Mr. David added.

BusinessWorld reached out to 
the identified companies but did 
not to receive a response by the 
deadline.

The projects aim to increase 
water supply while also tapping 
the potential of hydropower proj-
ects, the department said.

Mr. David previously said 
that 40% of the country’s popu-
lation still does not have a for-
mal water supply.

“To provide water to the 
40%, we need P250 billion,” he 
said in an interview.

Data provided by the DENR 
shows that about 247 water 

projects are available for PPP, 
comprising bulk water supply 
projects and hydropower proj-
ects with a total capacity of 500 
megawatts.

Mr. David also mentioned 
the inclusion of the Cavite bulk 
water supply project in these 
initiatives, saying that the gov-
ernment intends to bid out the 
contract for this project within 
the year.

At the same time, he said that 
the National Irrigation Admin-
istration is expediting the con-
struction of eight multipurpose 
dams to provide water supply and 
generate power.

These projects include the 
Ja l a u r  R i v e r  M u l t i p u r p o s e 
P r o j e c t  P h a s e  2 ,  T u m a u i n i 
River Multipurpose Project, 
Maringalo Dam Irrigation Proj-
ect Phase 2, Ilocos Norte-Ilocos 
Sur-Abra Irrigation Project, 

Upper Banaong Irrigation Proj-
ect, Mabini Agricultural Devel-
opment Project, Balintingon 
Irrigation Project, and Panay 
River Basin Integrated Devel-
opment Project.

Collectively, these eight mul-
tipurpose projects have a capac-
ity of approximately 416 million 
liters per day and are designed 
to produce both hydropower and 
solar power.

MPIC is one of the three key 
Philippine units of Hong Kong-
based First Pacific Co. Ltd., the 
others being Philex Mining Corp. 
and PLDT Inc.

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a 
unit of PLDT Beneficial Trust 
Fund subsidiary MediaQuest 
Holdings, Inc., has a majority 
share in BusinessWorld through 
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  S t a r  G r o u p, 
which it controls. — Ashley 
Erika O. Jose

Converge CEO sees delay in subsea cable projects
LISTED fi ber internet service provider Converge 
ICT Solutions, Inc. said it expects delays in com-
pleting its international subsea cable projects.

“Imagine each country, you need to get 
some permits. It depends on the area, espe-
cially when you are passing Indonesian waters. 
It is not easy to get access to Indonesia,”  Con-
verge Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Dennis 
Anthony H. Uy told reporters last week.

“There is a bit of delay but the Davao to 
Singapore, there is a possibility that we will 
fi nish this year,” he added.  

The fi ber provider allocated the majority 
of its P17-billion to P19-billion capital expen-
diture budget in 2024 for the two interna-
tional subsea cable systems initially aimed for 
completion this year. 

These include the Bifrost Cable System 
and the Asia Pacific Southeast Asia-Hainan-

Hongkong Express (SEA-H2X) Submarine 
Cable System.

Bifrost is a transpacific cable system link-
ing Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Guam, and the west coast of the United 
States. It spans 15,000 kilometers and boasts 
a design capacity of up to 15 terabits per 
second (Tbps).

Meanwhile, SEA-H2X is a 5,000-kilometer 
submarine cable system connecting Hong 
Kong SAR China, Hainan China, the Philip-
pines, Thailand, Malaysia, and Singapore. It 
features a design capacity of 160 Tbps.

The projects are designed to meet the in-
creasing demand for digital connectivity in 
the region and establish an essential, direct 
connection to North America.

“Worst case (scenario is the) fi rst quarter 
next year. It could be late this year or early 

next year,” Converge Chief Operations O�  cer 
Jesus C. Romero said in a separate interview.

 “There are certain things you can’t control 
like weather conditions, but the laying is ongo-
ing,” he added.

In 2023, Converge saw a 22.3% growth in 
its net income to P9.1 billion as consolidated 
revenues jumped by 5% to P35.4 billion.

 Residential revenues increased by 3% to 
P30.28 billion from P29.46 billion in 2022 
as full-year net additional subscribers rose 
35% to 250,691.

  The internet provider closed 2023 
with 2,128,052 subscribers, comprising of 
2,013,216 postpaid subscribers and 114,836 
prepaid subscribers.

  Converge shares were last traded on 
April 8 at P9.50 apiece. — Revin Mikhael 
D. Ochave

NGCP awaits TRO lift 
for Hermosa-San Jose 
transmission line
THE National Grid Corp. of 
the Philippines (NGCP) said 
it expects that the tempo-
rary restraining order (TRO) 
against a portion of the Her-
mosa-San Jose 500-kilovolt 
(kV) transmission line would 
be lifted to facilitate its full 
completion.

“We’re really hoping that 
the TRO is lifted soon so 
there would be no problem 
for us,” NGCP Spokesperson 
Cynthia P.  Alabanza told 
reporters in a recent inter-
view in mixed English and 
Filipino.

The Supreme Court has is-
sued a TRO against the expro-
priation and construction on 
a portion of the transmission 
line owned by PHirst Park 
Homes, Inc.

The   Hermosa- San Jose 
project currently has a trans-
fer capacity of 2,000 mega-
watts (MW), part of the full 
capacity of 8,000 MW of Lines 
1 and 2. 

The rest of the capacity 
cannot be accomplished due 
to the work stoppage follow-
ing the TRO, according to the 
NGCP.

“Although energized at 
its intended capacity,  it’s 
only Line 1.  We hope that 
t h e  T R O  w o u l d  b e  l i f t e d 
immediately so that we can 

complete the second cir-
cuit,” Ms. Alabanza said.

The P10.2-billion Hermo-
sa- San Jose transmission 
line was initially energized in 
May last year. 

It  spans the provinces 
of Bulacan, Pampanga, and 
Bataan, serving as a major 
component in the planned 
Luzon 500-kV transmission 
backbone.

Meanwhile, NGCP is aim-
ing to complete the looping 
in the Cebu-Bohol 230-kV 
interconnection project “in 
the next few months” or 
“possibly within the next 
year or so.”

“Once the Cebu-Bohol in-
terconnection is complete, 
there would be an alterna-
tive route for power, (and) 
it would not be reliant on 
Leyte. So (the interconnec-
tion) could now source pow-
er from Cebu,” Ms. Alabanza 
said.

The Cebu-Bohol intercon-
nection project will connect 
the two islands via double-
circuit 230-kV submarine 
cables.

The link will head o�  over-
loading of the Leyte-Bohol 
138-kV submarine cable and 
provide Bohol Island with 
another source of power. —
Sheldeen Joy Talavera

AppleOne Medical Group opens high-capacity laboratory in Cebu
APPLEONE Medical Group, the healthcare 
arm of the AppleOne Group of Companies 
that owns the Visayas Medical Hospital, said it 
has opened a laboratory in Cebu with the ca-
pacity to cater to 1,000 patients a day.

The Visayas Medical Hospital ( VMH) 
Laboratory, which  was opened on April 3, 
will be fully operated by laboratory service 
provider Singapore Diagnostics (SGD), 
AppleOne said in an e-mailed statement on 
Tuesday.

AppleOne Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
and President Ray Go Manigsaca noted that 

the company has been investing in healthcare 
through partnerships.

The VMH Laboratory aims to ensure 
“timely and efficient healthcare delivery,” 
AppleOne said.

SGD has more than 450 professionals 
across 47 locations nationwide, processing 
laboratory tests for over 600 hospitals, clinic 
labs, and healthcare institutions in the Philip-
pines, and serving up to 100,000 patients every 
month, according to AppleOne.

“By teaming up with VisayasMed Hospital, 
we’re able to… provide Cebuanos with expand-

ed access to a diverse array… of laboratory tests 
without having the need to travel to Manila 
or overseas,” said   Ritche Joseph Manuel D. 
Evidente, president and CEO of Singapore 
Diagnostics.

The Visayas Medical Hospital, formerly 
called Visayas Community Medical Center, has 
been providing healthcare services for almost 
70 years, according to AppleOne. 

Services o� ered include family medicine, pedi-
atrics, internal medicine, surgery, obstetrics, gyne-
cology, dermatology, psychiatry, ophthalmology, 
and anesthesiology. — Aubrey Rose A. Inosante

Toyota to unveil new hybrid electric crossover
TOYOTA Motor Philippines an-
nounced on Tuesday that it will 
introduce this week the new line 
of its hybrid electric crossover, 
the Corolla Cross.

In a statement, Toyota said 
that the Corolla Cross has seen 
strong demand since its launch 
in 2020, citing its design, interior 
space, performance, and fuel ef-
fi ciency.

The new Toyota Corolla Cross 
variants will be unveiled as an 
“all-hybrid lineup,” the car manu-
facturer said. 

  The public launch will take 
place on April 12 at SM Aura 

Taguig, with the display lasting 
until Sunday, April 14.

  “C u s t o m e r s  n a t i o nw i d e 
may also check out the new 
Corolla Cross in all  Toyota 
dealerships across the country. 
Reservations and re-

tail sales will start on April 12,” 
it added.

  The company maintains its 
lead in auto sales in the Philip-
pines, with a 16.9% increase 
to 33,070 units in the first two 

months, according to the Cham-
ber of Automotive Manufacturers 
of the Philippines, Inc. and the 
Truck Manufacturers Association.

Sales during the January-to-Feb-
ruary period accounted for the ma-
jority, or 45.85%, of the total industry 
sales, which reached 72,132 units.

Toyota participates in the 
government’s Comprehensive 
Automotive Resurgence Strategy 
program, which requires it to man-
ufacture at least 200,000 units of 
its enrolled vehicle model, the Vios 
sedan, within six years to avail of 
incentives from the government. 
— Justine Irish D. Tabile

Digital entertainment
firm eyes int’l expansion
LISTED digital entertainment 
company DigiPlus Interactive Corp. 
is considering international expan-
sion to support its growth, with a 
focus on markets with large Filipino 
populations, its president said.

“Maybe we’ll operate in anoth-
er country that has a big Filipino 
population,” DigiPlus President 
Andy Tsui said during a media 
roundtable last week.

“That may be another good 
potential market for us in the fu-
ture,” he added.

DigiPlus offers digital enter-
tainment platforms such as Bin-
goPlus and ArenaPlus, with ap-
proximately 20 million registered 
users and a target of ten million 
new registrations this year.

DigiPlus plans to enter pro-
vincial markets and increase 
brand visibility through physical 
locations.

For 2024, DigiPlus aims to 
expand its presence in the gam-
ing market by leveraging new 
technology to improve user ex-
periences.

It is considering adding non-
gaming elements such as mov-
ies and a sports live stream-
ing channel to the company ’s 
digital platforms to expand its 
offerings.

DigiPlus recently unveiled its 
new corporate identity under a 
partnership with brand special-
ist Landor. — Revin Mikhael D. 
Ochave
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DMCI Holdings, Inc. Emperador, Inc. Globe Telecom, Inc. GT Capital Holdings, 
Inc.

International Container 
Terminal Services, Inc.

Jollibee Foods Corp. JG Summit Holdings, Inc. LT Group, Inc. Metropolitan Bank 
& Trust Co.

Manila Electric Co.
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