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A JOINT ORDER expanding spe-
cial grocery discounts to senior 
citizens and persons with dis-
abilities (PWDs) was signed on 
Thursday and is expected to take 
e� ect on March 25.

In a statement, the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
said that the joint administrative 
order (JAO) signed by the DTI, 
the Department of Agriculture 
(DA), and the Department of 
Energy (DoE) will increase the 
special discounts for senior citi-
zens to P125 per week from P65 
on their purchases of basic ne-
cessities and prime commodities 
(BNPCs).

Subject to review every five 
years, the JAO also increased 
the purchase cap to P2,500 from 
P1,300 per week, which had been 
the cap for 14 years. 

“The discount is for the ex-
clusive use of senior citizens and 
PWDs, with no provision for car-
rying over any unused amount to 
the following weeks,” the DTI said. 

“Moreover, the joint order 
reiterates the right of senior citi-
zens and PWDs to purchase their 
basic goods through a represen-
tative, extends the discounts to 
online purchases, and clarifi es the 
rule against double discounts,” it 
added.

On a monthly basis, the new 
order raised the total value of 
goods that could be purchased to 
P10,000 from the previous limit 
of P5,200. However, it does not 
apply to barangay-registered mi-
crobusiness establishments and 
cooperatives.

“We recognize the valuable 
contributions of our senior citi-
zens and PWDs to our society, and 
this initiative reiterates our un-
wavering commitment to ensure 
their access to essential goods,” 
according to Trade Secretary Al-
fredo E. Pascual.

“Providing senior citizens and 
the differently abled with addi-
tional discounts on agricultural 
products forms part of President 

Ferdinand Marcos, Jr.’s vision of 
providing Filipinos with afford-
able food and better nutrition,” 
Agriculture Secretary Francisco 
P. Tiu Laurel, Jr. said.

“This special discount will be 
magnified once our strategy to 
produce more food by modern-
izing agriculture bears fruit,” he 
added. 

The goods that will be cov-
ered by the JAO are the BNPCs 
defined by the Price Act, and the 
discounts under the order are 
separate from the 20% statu-
tory discount granted under the 
Expanded Senior Citizens Act 
of 2010 and An Act Expanding 
the Benefits and Privileges of 
PWDs.

The draft of the order is ac-
cessible through the DTI website 
and is expected to take e� ect  once 
published on March 25.

Retailers have previously 
raised concerns about the imple-
mentation of increased discounts 
on BNPCs and called it a “bur-

den” that the private sector needs 
to bear.

In particular, Steven T. Cua, 
president of the Philippine Amal-
gamated Supermarkets Associa-
tion, Inc., said that if the govern-
ment will not allow the discounts 
to be deductible, “retailers will 
have to resort to jacking up prices.”

However, according to the DA, 
the JAO will allow businesses that 
grant the special discounts to de-
duct these from their income tax 
payments.

The JAO stems from an initia-
tive of Speaker Ferdinand Martin 
G. Romualdez to raise the weekly 
discount to a total of P500 per 
month, which he announced last 
month. 

Citing the Philippine Statis-
tics Authority, the DA said that 
around 15 million Filipinos are 
aged 60 or older, while around 
12% of the population is estimat-
ed to be severely disabled based 
on the 2020 census. — Justine 
Irish D. Tabile

THE SENATE is hoping to 
start  by May plenary debate on 
a measure seeking to simplify 
and amend the fiscal regime 
for the mining industry, a sen-
ator said on Thursday.

“We want to sponsor it when 
we come back in May,” Sena-
tor Juan Edgardo M. Angara, 
who heads a  ways and means 
subcommittee tackling House 
Bill No. 8937, which seeks to 
simplify the tax regime for the 
industry, told reporters after a 
hearing on the measure.

The Chamber of Mines is 
looking into the Department of 
Finance’s (DoF) proposal of re-
duced windfall profi t tax tiers, 
and plans on seeking a middle 
ground that simplifi es the fi s-
cal regime without increasing 
taxes by too much, Michael T. 
Toledo, the chamber’s chair-
man, told BusinessWorld.

“We are 100% for the House 
proposal,” he said.  “There are 
just di� erences in tiers as stat-
ed in our position paper, we 
made an analysis; the lowering 
of the tiers would increase the 
average effective tax rate by 
about 1%.”

He said that the mining in-
dustry is overtaxed, adding that 
measures to amend the fiscal 
regime should consider local 
and national taxes that mining 
companies  have to deal with.

The House of Representa-
tives approved the bill in Sep-
tember. Its version proposes 
margin-based royalties and a 
windfall profit tax on large-
scale miners. There is no Sen-
ate counterpart bill.

The DoF is proposing a sim-
pler mining regime with just four 
windfall profi t tax tiers from 10 
tiers under the House bill.

The current regime re-
quires mining companies to 
pay corporate income tax, ex-

cise tax, royalty, local business 
tax, real property tax, and fees 
to indigenous communities. 

The Mines Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGB) backs the House 
proposal retaining royalties 
for  metallic and non-metallic 
operations within mineral res-
ervation at 5% of the market val-
ue of the gross output, MGB As-
sistant Director Marcial Mateo 
said at the hearing.

The MGB also supports the 
DoF’s proposal of a  royalty of 
3% for metallic mining opera-
tions outside reservations, and 
1% for non-metallic operations.

Philex Mining Corp. Senior 
Vice-President and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Romeo B. Ba-
choco said a simpler mining tax 
regime would spur processing 
and production of copper and 
gold, noting that foreign inves-
tors are reluctant to fund min-
ing projects here due to lack of 
“certainty in the tax regime.”

“We are banking on the pas-
sage (of this House measure),” 
(which is) “very timely for us 
and will address the concerns 
of our investors alike.”

The DoF is expecting its pro-
posals for the tax regime to gen-
erate an average of P10.23 billion 
a year from 2025 and 2028.

The government also ex-
pects to generate P5.5 billion 
from royalties from miners 
operating within mineral res-
ervations, P1.31 billion from 
royalties on miners outside 
reservations and P3.37 billion 
from windfall profi t taxes.

“This is only the fi rst step in 
developing the mining indus-
try, we need to establish (min-
eral) processing fi rst and prop-
er valuation of ores is needed,” 
Finance Assistant Secretary 
Karlo Fermin S. Adriano said 
at the hearing. — John Victor 
D. Ordoñez

A STATE of calamity should be declared in Metro 
Manila to unlock special powers to deal with ex-
traordinary road congestion, according to the Man-
agement Association of the Philippines (MAP).

In a presentation to a House Committee on 
Wednesday, MAP Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee Chairman Eduardo H. Yap 
said events causing P1 billion in damage typically 
qualify as  calamities, and estimated the damage 
from road congestion at P3.5 billion daily.

Mr. Yap said such a declaration would trigger 
the expedited release of relief measures to deal 
with the problem.

“The MAP Holistic Plan calls for such a declara-
tion, albeit a tra�  c crisis, and a new management 
task force headed by a tra�  c czar,” Mr. Yap said.

He said that there is a need to undertake a 
“comprehensive program consisting of short-, 
medium- and long-term measures to provide 
the soonest relief with administrative and man-
agement measures, and long-term sustainabil-
ity through structural interventions, particularly 

transportation infrastructures focused on mass 
public transportation.”

He added that electric vehicles (EVs) should 
be encouraged through incentives and that pub-
lic buses on the EDSA Busway be progressively 
converted to electric power.

Exempting private EVs from road conges-
tion charges when such a system of travel de-
mand management is set up could be one way to 
incentivize their adoption, according to Mr. Yap.

The congestion charges are part of the National Eco-
nomic and Development Authority’s National Trans-
port Plan, which aims to impose a “travel-demand-
regulating” measure in busy roads such as EDSA. 

“Current e� orts at building big-ticket trans-
portation infrastructure and certain tra�  c mea-
sures will contribute to tra�  c decongestion, but 
all these disparate measures must be under a 
comprehensive plan, such as MAP’s Holistic Plan, 
to e� ectively address this multi-decade long traf-
fi c congestion problem which is worsening by the 
year,” Mr. Yap said. — Justine Irish D. Tabile

CZECH REPUBLIC Agriculture Minister 
Marek Vyborny led a 40-strong business del-
egation to the Philippines, which he said is tar-
geting partnerships in agriculture, food, labor, 
water management, and forestry. 

Mr. Vyborny said some of these companies 
currently operate in the Philippines.

“We are accompanied by a business del-
egation of more than 40 Czech companies 
representing the Czech agriculture and food 
industries. We are going to take part in two 
business forums; the fi rst is this one that we 
just opened in Manila, and the second one 
is tomorrow in Davao,” he said at a business 
forum at  the Fairmont Manila on Thursday.

He said the delegation is following through from 
the visit of Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala to the 
Philippines last year and President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos, Jr.’s visit to the Czech Republic last week.

“The Czech Republic has a lot to o� er our 
partners in the Philippines, such as in the 
areas of animal production, cattle breeding, 
milk production, and even innovation and 
technology,” Mr. Vyborny said.

“To give you an example, when it comes 
to milk cattle and milk yields, we are number 
three in the European Union,” he said.

He added that the Czech Republic is also 
a leader in processed meat, beer, and hops 
cultivation.

“But it is not only about animal production, 
dairy, or beverages; it’s also about innovation 
and technology in the agriculture and food 
sectors. And I’m  really glad that we are open-
ing cooperation in these areas in the Philip-
pines as well,” he said.

He added that in the Czech Republic, water 
management and forestry are overseen by the 
Ministry of Agriculture.

“ So we are ready to discuss with our Phil-
ippine partners issues related to that, like 
deforestation. Most of these areas, water man-
agement and forestry, closely relate to our 
chapter of cooperation with our Philippine 
partners, such as in science, research, and 
development,” he said.

The Czech delegation also includes em-
ployment agencies such as Randstad HR. So-
lutions s.r.o.

“We are aware that the Philippines would 
like to enhance cooperation when it comes to 
the labor market, and we are ready to use that 
potential. We are ready to offer various job 
positions in agriculture, water management, 
and forestry for your nationals in the Czech 
Republic,” he said.

The Czech Republic has recently increased 
the quota for Filipino citizens from 2,500 
work permits in 2023 to 10,500 in 2024.— 
Justine Irish D. Tabile

Expanded senior, PWD discount
scheme to take e� ect March 25 

Mining tax regime 
proposal seen reaching 
Senate plenary by May

Calamity declaration needed to deal with road congestion — MAP
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40-company Czech delegation
exploring potential PHL tie-ups

THE P12.2-billion Chinese-funded Kaliwa 
Dam project has hit a construction progress 
milestone of 30% and is on track for comple-
tion by 2027, according to the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS).

“Nagkaroon tayo ng delays sa Kaliwa dahil
(We had delays with Kaliwa because) it took us 
eight years to get the clearances and permits, 
pero ngayon diretso ang ating tunnel boring 
machine (the tunnel-boring machine is now 
in constant operation),” MWSS Administrator 
Leonor C. Cleofas told reporters recently.            

Ms. Cleofas said that about 1.5 kilometers 
of the tunnel, which runs from Teresa, Rizal 
to General Nakar, Quezon province, has been 
bored. 

“It’s a design and build.  All of the equipment 
is already there… so it’s more of really maintain-
ing the progress of the work,” she said.

The Kaliwa Dam is a bulk water supply 
project forming part of the MWSS New Cen-
tennial Water Source program.  It is a 63-meter 
dam which is expected to supply an initial 
capacity of  600 million liters per day of water.

The dam is funded through a $211-mil-
lion loan agreement between the MWSS and 
Export-Import Bank of China executed in 
November 2018.

“We’re still looking at three and a half years. 
Hopefully, the commissioning will be in the 
second quarter of 2028,” Ms. Cleofas said.

The project was previously scheduled for 
completion by 2026 and for operations by 
2027. 

It is expected to ease the demand  on the Angat 
Dam, from which Metro Manila sources approxi-
mately 90% of its water supply. — Sheldeen Joy 
Talavera

Kaliwa Dam hits 30% completion


