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THE National Food Authority (NFA) 
Council has appointed a Department 
of Agriculture (DA) director as the 
agency’s officer in charge (OIC).

In a Facebook post, the NFA said 
that Larry del Rosario Lacson was 
granted the rank of deputy adminis-
trator on March 11 through Special 
Order No. 371 signed by DA Secretary 
Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr.

Mr. Lacson is a DA director IV and 
is a former director of the Bureau 
of Plant and Industry and a senior 

vice-president of the Texicon Group 
of Companies.

“A graduate of BS Agriculture with 
masters and doctorate degrees in agron-
omy and crop science, Mr. Lacson is a 
sanitary and phytosanitary expert and a 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization-trained Phytosanitary Capac-
ity Evaluation facilitator,” the NFA said. 

Dozens of NFA sta�  were suspend-
ed by the Office of the Ombudsman 
due to irregularities in the  disposition 
of rice held as reserves by the NFA.

T h e  O m b u d s m a n  h a s  s o  f a r 
lifted the suspension of at least 
24 NFA employees out of the 141 
suspended.

In a separate statement, Mr. Laurel 
said: “the NFA Council unanimously 
appointed Director Larry Lacson as 
OIC-administrator to make sure the  
agency runs smoothly, especially dur-
ing this harvest season.”

“The NFA is an integral part of our 
effort to ensure food security,” he 
added. — Justine Irish D. Tabile
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A SENATE BILL seeking to create a 
council that will put together a long-
term infrastructure masterplan has 
been approved by the committees on 
economic affairs, public works, and 
finance.

In the committee report dated March 
13 for Senate Bill No. 2605, or the pro-
posed Masterplan for Infrastructure 
National Development Act, the Com-
prehensive Infrastructure Development 
Masterplan was to contain plans for dig-
italization, energy, agriculture-fi sheries 
modernization, water resources, trans-
portation and logistics with a 30-year 
time horizon. 

“The state recognizes the vital role of 
an efficient and integrated infrastruc-
ture system in promoting job creation 
to drive inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development,” according to 
a copy of the bill, which was sponsored 
by Senator Joseph Victor G. Ejercito.

The Masterplan for Infrastructure 
for National Development Council will 
be established to draft and execute the 
plan.

It is also tasked with maximizing 
public and private investment to boost 
economic activity.

The President will chair the council 
while the National Economic and Devel-
opment Authority Secretary will serve 
as vice-chair.

Industry representatives from the 
energy, water, information and technol-
ogy, agriculture-fisheries, transporta-
tion and logistics industries will also sit 
on the council.

The masterplan will be updated every 
10 years or earlier to anticipate emerg-
ing technologies, emergencies, and 
other social trends.

“The state hereby adopts a policy to 
develop reforms in infrastructure plan-
ning to achieve higher economic growth 
trajectory and improve the quality of 
life of the Filipinos,” according to the 
measure. — John Victor D. Ordoñez

PROPOSED amendments to a law 
that privatized the power genera-
tion and distribution industries 
should also include an expansion 
of the industry regulator’s over-
sight functions, the Energy Regu-
latory Commission (ERC) told a 
House committee on Monday.

“The ERC needs changes to its 
structure and the authority given 
to it by Congress almost 25 years 
ago,” ERC Chairperson Monalisa 
C. Dimalanta told the commit-
tee, which is reviewing proposed 
amendments to EPIRA (the Elec-
tric Power Industry Reform Act).

The House Energy Committee 
was told that expanded ERC pow-
ers will help “protect consumers 
from the adverse effects of the 
changes to the industry today.”

“(This would) enable the 
agency to act more effectively…   
in promoting greater competition 
as the way of achieving energy af-
fordability,” Ms. Dimalanta said. 

Ms. Dimalanta proposed that the 
ERC be given the direct authority 
to fi ne and penalize private energy 
corporations failing to adhere to 
the mandate of “lowering (power) 
rates.” The ERC should also be al-
lowed to issue permits to power gen-
eration and distribution companies. 

Her proposal also included giv-
ing the ERC the ability to “under-
take periodic restructuring and 
reorganization” to stay flexible, 
allowing it “to adjust accordingly 
when the need arises.”

The ERC also seeks to retain 
some portion of its income for 
agency improvements. “Limited 
fi scal autonomy (should be con-
sidered) to allow the commission 
to retain a portion of its income 
for activities such as capital 
outlay, training, and innovation 
initiatives,” Ms. Dimalanta added.

In response, a power con-
sumer group welcomed the pro-

posed amendments, saying that 
expanding ERC’s functions would 
empower consumers.

“The current limitations faced by 
regulatory bodies, such as the En-
ergy Regulatory Commission make 
them ine�  cient,” Nic Satur, Jr., chief 
advocate o�  cer of Partners for Af-
fordable and Reliable Energy, told 
BusinessWorld in Facebook Mes-
senger. “The ERC’s lack of su�  cient 
quasi-judicial authority to effec-
tively safeguard consumer interests 
(is undermined) because they are 
overpowered by courts.”

Mr. Satur said that courts often 
overturn the ERC’s rulings denying 
price increases by power companies.

“This leaves consumers power-
less and at a loss,” he said. “Strength-
ening the ERC in these ways would 
ensure that it has the necessary 
tools to act decisively and protect 
consumers from unjust practices in 
the energy sector,” he added.

“Such authority would not 
only allow the ERC to make bind-
ing decisions in disputes between 
utilities and consumers but also 
enforce compliance with these 
decisions to prevent expensive 
electricity prices for consum-
ers,” Mr. Satur said. — Kenneth 
Christiane L. Basilio

LAND BANK of the Philippines 
(LANDBANK) has  entered into a 
partnership with the Bureau of Cus-
toms (BoC) to simplify the bureau’s 
payments system.

Under the partnership, the BoC 
will use LANDBANK’s Link.BizPortal 
to facilitate online payments for both 
government and private entities, the 
bank said in a statement on Monday.

“We at LANDBANK hope that our 
digital solutions and our Link.Biz 
platform will be able to accelerate 
collections.  So we are doing our part 
as well for the e�  cient collection of 
government dues, and we are very 
much looking forward to this part-
nership,” LANDBANK President and 

Chief Executive Officer Lynette V. 
Ortiz said.

The partnership will allow clients 
to pay their dues to the BoC online 
instead of having to visit LANDBANK 
branches.

The bank added that the partner-
ship will enhance the operational 
efficiency of the BoC, reduce red 
tape, and improve overall service 
delivery. 

“Through LANDBANK’s Link.
BizPortal, we are not only facilitat-
ing smoother transactions, but also 
fostering greater transparency and 
accountability. As we embark on this 
new chapter, let us continue to strive 
for greater efficiency in our opera-

tions,” Customs Commissioner Bien-
venido Y. Rubio said.

Ms. Ortiz and Mr. Rubio signed the 
Memorandum of Agreement for the 
partnership on March 4.

The LANDBANK Link.BizPortal will 
add to the BoC’s existing payment sys-
tems, PAS6 and E2M, promising a more 
user-friendly online payment experience. 

LANDBANK added that the part-
nership supports the Adoption of 
Digital Payments for Government 
Disbursement and Collections, in line 
with Executive Order No. 170, and 
Republic Act No. 11032, or the Ease of 
Doing Business and E�  cient Delivery 
of Government Services Act. — Aaron 
Michael C. Sy
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