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OUTLIERPLDT targets to strengthen 
its home broadband infra
LISTED telecommunications com-
pany PLDT Inc. has announced plans 
to bolster its home broadband in-
frastructure through its subsidiary 
PLDT Home. 

The company aims to expand home 
broadband ports and invest further in 
modernizing submarine cables, PLDT 
said in a statement on Sunday.

“We are… confident we could do 
better this year, especially as we usher 
the era of hyper-fast Gigabit inter-
net connectivity, introduce innova-
tive products and services as well as 
vastly improve customers’ experience 
by fortifying the fiber network and 
hastening resolution of customers 
complaints,” Jeremiah M. De La 
Cruz, PLDT senior vice-president and 
head of consumer business, said.

PLDT has allocated between P75 
billion and P78 billion for its capital 
expenditures this year. 

The company intends to use these 
funds to expand home broadband 
ports and enhance submarine cable 

infrastructure, aiming to drive the 
company’s revenue growth.

“We actually want homes to grow 
even more. We’re going to accelerate 
the [fiber] rollout in 2024. We will 
have quite a signifi cant rollout in new 
ports and new areas that will be fi ber-
ized in 2024,” Mr. De La Cruz said in a 
recent interview.

PLDT said that the company is also 
looking to fast-track its fi ber-to-the-
home (FTTH) footprint expansion. 

In 2023, the company expanded its 
total fi ber footprint to about 1.1-mil-
lion cable kilometers, PLDT said.

“ We will also leverage on the 
strength of PLDT’s fi xed and wireless 
networks to deliver seamless con-
nectivity, by introducing an industry-
fi rst ‘Always On’ service for custom-
ers to enjoy uninterrupted access for 
work, education, and entertainment 
even in cases of outages,” Mr. De La 
Cruz said.

As of the end of 2023, the total fi ber 
subscriber count reached 3.2 million, 
with about 234,000 new subscribers 
added during the year.

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a unit 
of PLDT Beneficial Trust Fund sub-
sidiary MediaQuest Holdings, Inc., 
has a majority stake in Business-
World through the Philippine Star 
Group, which it controls. — Ashley 
Erika O. Jose

ACEN Corp. shares decline 
following 2023 earnings data
ACEN Corp. shares fell last week as 
annual earnings decline led to height-
ened selling pressure.

Data from the Philippine Stock Ex-
change (PSE) showed that Ayala-led ACEN 
had 105.89 million stocks worth P412.49 
million exchanged from March 11 to 15.

ACEN’s price per share closed at 
P3.78  on Friday, lower by 7.4% from the 
P4.08 closing price the week before. Year 
to date, the stock declined 6.8% from 
the P4.38 finish on the last trading day 
of 2023.

Analysts attributed the stock move-
ment to the dismal full-year earnings 
report of ACEN.

“[The] main reason for the continued 
selling pressure is their earnings an-
nouncement,” Mercantile Securities Corp. 
Head Trader Je�  Radley C. See said.

ACEN’s net income dropped by 37.6% 
to P9.11 billion  last year from P14.6 bil-
lion in 2022.

The company’s net income attributable 
to its parent also fell to P7.4 billion, lower by 
43.3% from P13.06 billion in 2022.

“[The decline] was primarily due to the 
remeasurement gain from acquiring the 
Australia platform in 2022,” Globalinks 
Securities and Stocks, Inc. Senior Trader 
Crismon V. Santarina said.

He added that the loss has now been 
refl ected in the market as the company saw 
continued selling pressure.

“The stock is trading at oversold levels and 
there might be a possibility for it to touch the 
P3.50 level,” Mr. See said in an e-mail.

ACEN finished as the 9th most traded 
stock by volume last Friday.

On Tuesday, the renewable energy com-
pany announced a joint development proj-
ect with US-based company BrightNight. 

The project will facilitate the develop-
ment of one gigawatt of renewables worth 
$1.2 billion over the next fi ve years.

“[The project] is indeed positive news 
for ACEN. However, projects of this nature 
typically require time to develop, and their 
impact on the stock price is usually mini-
mal,” Mr. Santarina said in a Viber message.

He added that investors remain wary 
of the growth stock as they opt for at-
tractive blue-chip alternatives such as 
Meralco and Aboitiz Power.

This week’s closing price at P3.78 was the 
lowest since the P3.71 fi nish on Dec. 21 last year.

Both analysts see that ACEN’s share price 
may continue to decline for the coming week.

Given this, Mr. Santarina said that “[the 
stock] is a prime opportunity for investors 
to buy while it is near its 52-week low.”

He projects ACEN’s full-year net income 
at P11.3 billion.

“ACEN’s major support and major resis-
tance are at P3.59 and P4.33, respectively,” 
Mr. Santarina said.

For Mr. See, support levels to look at are 
P3.50, P3, and P2.70. — Andrea C. Abestano

DFNN board OK’s plan to raise up to P450M
LISTED gaming technology 
company DFNN, Inc. said its 
board has approved a plan to 
raise additional capital of up 
to P450 million through pri-
vate placements.

This capital will be used 
to support the company’s ex-
pansion e� orts in cybersecu-
rity and artifi cial intelligence 
(AI), the company said in a 
regulatory fi ling last week.

The company’s board gave 
the green light on March 15.

DFNN aims to expand its 
business by venturing into cy-
bersecurity and AI sectors, as 
well as by creating and acquir-
ing new gaming platforms.

The company will also al-
locate a portion of the capital 

to pay taxes and fees associated 
with the issuance and listing of 
the new shares resulting from 
the private placements.

DFNN’s board also grant-
ed exclusive authority to 
Nautilus International Man-
agement Corp. to subscribe 
to and designate investors for 
the private placement.

“The board authorized the 
president and/or treasurer to 
accept the subscriptions and 
execute relevant subscrip-
tion agreements thereto. The 
Board also delegated the au-
thority to the management to 
set the price for the subscrip-
tions,” DFNN said.

The company also set May 
17 as the meeting date for its 

shareholders to ratify the pri-
vate placements and approve 
their respective listing.

DFNN is an information 
technology provider and sys-
tems integrator.

The company said it has 
competencies in high vol-
ume and secure financial 
transactions, software or 
middleware development, 
IT support services, secure 
platform development, and 
turnkey implementations.

It also holds licenses for 
electronic gaming machines, 
a sports betting exchange, and 
digital and pari-mutuel games.

DFNN shares were last trad-
ed on March 15 at P3 apiece. 
— Revin Mikhael D. Ochave

EPI seen to hit half of RE goal by 2025
EMERGING POWER, Inc. (EPI), the renewable 
energy subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), is 
projected to achieve half of its goal of develop-
ing one gigawatt (GW) of renewable energy (RE) 
projects by 2025, a company o�  cial said.

“By next year, we would have reached al-
ready half of our goal,” Andre Mikael Lu Dy, 
NAC’s vice-president for treasury and inves-
tor relations and sales, said at a recent briefi ng.

“Half a gigawatt is what we’ll be operat-
ing by 2025, [and] those that will be under 
construction would have been 1.5 GW by 
then,” he added.

EPI currently has operational renew-
able energy projects with a total capacity of 
174 megawatts (MW). 

About 487 MW are projects under con-
struction and 1.8 GW in development stages.

Among the projects in the pipeline is the 
240-MW solar project in Leyte with Shell 
Overseas Investments B.V. (Shell).

The fi rst phase of the solar project, with a 
capacity of 120 MW,   is targeted to be opera-
tional by the second quarter of 2025.

EPI and Shell forged a joint venture in 2022 
to develop one gigawatt of renewable projects 
in the country by 2028.

The EPI-Shell venture focuses on util-
ity scale solar photovoltaic while “evaluating 
opportunities” in onshore wind and energy 
storage systems.

Outside the partnership, EPI, through its 
subsidiary Northern Palawan Power Gen-
eration Corp., is targeting to construct its 145-
MW solar project in Subic-Cawag by second 
quarter this year.

“We will construct by second quarter, 
as early as April for the development of 
145-MW facility which we hope to operate 
by the fourth quarter of next year,” Mr. Dy 
said.

For geothermal, EPI is currently produc-
ing up to two MW of electricity, which it in-
tends to scale up through the development 
of up to 10 MW.

“By 2026, we will more than deliver our 
goal of one GW by 2028 in an earlier timeline,” 
Mr. Dy said. — Sheldeen Joy Talavera
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A healthy lifestyle is both a necessity 
and a privilege throughout one’s life. 
One must take care of the body, not 
overlooking any vital part, in order 
to sustain health. For instance, the 
liver, which is the biggest organ 
in the body, plays a vital role in 
maintaining a person’s overall health 
as it is responsible for filtering toxins 
from bloodstreams, bile production, 
regulating blood sugar levels, and 
creating nutrients for the body.

However, if not properly taken 
care of, the liver can face potential 
risks. According to liver and pancreas 
surgeon Dr. Chan Chung Yip, the 
liver can be damaged by various 
insults, including viruses, alcohol 
toxins, and fat in the liver.

When the liver is damaged, two 
types of diseases occur, namely 
damage to the liver substance itself 
and tumors resulting from the liver 
damage. Nevertheless, thanks to 
medical advancements, improved 
treatments in the liver, pancreas, and 
bile duct is possible.

For diseases that damage the 
liver substance, severe cases can 
lead to liver failure, which can only 
be treated with a liver transplant, 
which is a surgery to remove the 
current (damaged) liver and replace 
it with a healthy one. Typically, liver 
transplants are used for patients with 
end stage liver failure.

While liver transplants are an 
ideal treatment option, it still carries 
risks among patients. According to 
Dr. Chan, the risks of liver transplants 
occur in the surgery itself or from the 
use of immunosuppressive drugs, 
which are necessary during the 
process of liver transplantation.

“In the immediate period where 
you have the complications of liver 
transplant, we’re looking at whether 
the new liver is working or not. 
During the transplant, we need to 
connect the blood vessels and bile 
duct, and there can be complications 
pertaining to these connections,” he 
further explained.

Whereas, for tumors, because 
the liver is large, they do not make 

A healthy liver for a healthier life

much noise. Thus, only when they 
grow larger, do they cause pain 
and discomfort in the abdomen. 
Therefore, treatments for tumors 
should depend on the size, location, 
and health of the liver. According to 
Dr. Chan, treatments include open 
or laparoscopic surgeries, ablation, 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

Among these treatments, 
laparoscopic surgery on the liver, 
bile duct, and pancreas is one of the 
technically challenging and complex 
procedures for surgery. Laparoscopic 
surgery is a type of surgery that 
examines and operates on organs 
inside the abdomen using a camera 
and fine instruments.

“Laparoscopic surgery has the 
advantage of minimal excess, the 
wounds are much smaller, the pain 
is a lot less, the recovery from the 
surgery is a lot better as compared 
to open surgery, and the cosmetic 
outcomes are much improved. This 
procedure is undertaken increasingly 
these days,” Dr. Chan said.

Recently, advancements in 
laparoscopic surgeries have been 

made such that the procedures are 
easier, faster and more precise. 
For instance, tools used for the 
surgery have improved, such as the 
laparoscopic instruments, energy 
devices, and ultrasonic dissectors, 
which are used to cut through the 
liver.

Dr. Chan also noted the recent 
development of video systems, 
which are used to visualize and 
analyze the procedure better. “We 
use 3D system to help us visualize 
better. With a better appreciation 
of the depth of the surgical field. 
This will allow better coordination, 
leading to better outcomes of the 
surgeries,” he said.

Treatment for the liver is complex 
and cannot be taken lightly, making 
the choice of where to undergo such 
treatment crucial. Among hospitals, 
Mount Elizabeth is renowned for 
specializing in liver treatment. It has 
a comprehensive multidisciplinary 
team, comprising skillful surgeons 
and other medical professionals 
specializing in care of patients with 
liver diseases.

In sum, maintaining a healthy liver 
is key towards a healthy life. Keeping 
a healthy lifestyle is thus necessary 
in protecting the liver from the risk 
of disease.

“The liver is an amazing organ, 
it’s an organ that can regenerate 
itself. And by looking after the liver, 
the liver can surpass the rest of our 
entire life,” Dr. Chan said.

For inquiries, please contact 
Mount Elizabeth Hospital’s pa-
tient assistance center located at 
G/F-B Marco Polo Hotel, Meralco 
Avenue and Sapphire Street, Orti-
gas Center, Pasig City 1600; e-mail 
manila.ph@ihhhealthcare.com or 
call 0917-526-7576. Follow them 
at facebook.com/MountElizabeth 
HospitalsSGPhilippinesOffice.

Dr. Chan Chung Yip, Hepatobiliary 
and Pancreatic Surgeon
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