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DITO, Converge ink deal for facilities sharing
CONVERGE ICT Solutions, Inc. and 
DITO Telecommunity Corp. have 
agreed to mutually use their facili-
ties and resources to help improve 
internet services in the country.

The two telcos recently signed 
a Materials Facilities Provisioning 
Agreement, which serves as a frame-
work for collaboration on the sharing 
of submarine fi ber optic cable assets.

“We want to leverage our respec-
tive existing facilities through this 
resource sharing agreement to bring 
us closer to our goal of empower-
ing every Filipino home with qual-
ity broadband connectivity,” Dennis 
Anthony H. Uy, chief executive of-

ficer of Converge, said in a media 
briefi ng on Thursday.

“Our collaboration will allow 
us to reach more customers and 
deliver a better service with in-
creased resiliency.”

Mr. Uy, however, did not identify 
the areas or assets included in the 
collaboration.

“Under the spirit of forging al-
liances and healthy competition, 
this agreement is a testament to 
both our organizations’ shared 
commitment to provide the best 
user experience that our custom-
ers deserve — whether consumer 
or enterprise,”   said Ernesto R. 

Alberto, chief executive officer of 
DITO Telecommunity.

In 2023, total fiber assets of 
Converge has reached a span of   
682,000 fiber kilometers with 
its household coverage covering 
62.3% in the Philippines.

Further, DITO Telecommunity said 
it has more than 7,000 sites in over 850 
cities and municipalities in the country.

At the stock exchange on Thurs-
day, shares in DITO CME closed 
one centavo or 0.42% higher to end 
at P2.40 apiece, while shares in 
Converge ICT gained 14 centavos 
or 1.55% to end at P9.20 each. — 
Ashley Erika O. Jose

Accor Group expands 
Philippine portfolio 
ACCOR Group has added new properties to 
its Philippine portfolio as part of the compa-
ny’s expansion strategy, the global hospitality 
group announced on Thursday.

In a statement, Accor said it added ibis 
Styles Subic and Mercure Subic to its Philip-
pine portfolio. The two new properties are 
in the company’s economy and midscale seg-
ments, respectively.

The ibis Styles Subic is set to open in 2026 
and is the fi rst internationally branded hotel 
in Subic, the company said. The property’s 
location is a ten-minute walk from the Subic 
Bay Yacht Club and a three-minute drive to 
the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority Beach.

The property, located across from Ayala 
Malls’ Harbor Point, will o� er 175 rooms and 
will feature amenities such as a swimming 
pool, meeting space, and a gym.

Accor said Mercure Subic, also set to 
open in 2026, will offer 250 rooms and be 
the second internationally branded hotel 
in the area. It is located adjacent to ibis 
Styles Subic.

It will have amenities such as an all-day 
dining venue and a specialty restaurant, a 
swimming pool complemented by a pool bar, 
a well-equipped gym, and meeting and confer-
ence spaces.

Meanwhile, Accor also announced other 
signings in Asia, such as the 989-room Mercu-
re ICON Singapore City Centre in Singapore 
set to open in the fi rst quarter of this year, the 
120-room Mercure Rajahmundry City Centre 
in India set to open in January 2028, and the 
ibis Styles Mysuru in India set to open in the 
fi rst quarter of 2025.

The company also announced the No-
votel Bengaluru Airport Varun and ibis 
Styles Bengaluru Airport Varun in south-
ern India, each with 180 rooms. Both are set 
to open in 2027.

“We are very pleased to welcome these 
exceptional properties into the Accor net-
work. These signings under the Novotel, 
Mercure, and ibis brands showcase our 
commitment to providing a wide range of 
offerings to meet the evolving needs of our 
guests,” Accor Premium, Midscale, and 
Economy Division in Asia Chief Executive 
Officer Garth Simmons said.  

“These new additions underline our dedi-
cation to delivering unparalleled hospitality 
experiences and further solidify our presence 
in key markets,” he added.  

Accor said it had 62 signings in 2023 and is 
looking ahead to pursue growth opportunities 
and expansion this year.  

In the Philippines, Accor has hotels in 
Makati, Manila, Mandaluyong, Clark, Cebu 
City, and Boracay.

“The group envisions an exciting future, 
characterized by innovative partnerships 
and new signings that align with the evolving 
needs of travelers. As Accor continues to fo-
cus on delivering exceptional hospitality ex-
periences, the group’s vision is to continually 
redefi ne the landscape of the global hospital-
ity industry,” Accor said. — Revin Mikhael 
D. Ochave 
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