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THE Philippine Nickel Industry 
Association (PNIA) said nickel pro-
duction is expected to be flat this 
year, with miners hoping to make 
up for a weak first half before the 
close of mining season in October.

At a briefing on Tuesday, PNIA 
President Dante R. Bravo said: 
“Production is basically the same. 
The areas (that are supplying 
nickel) right now are limited in 
their production.

Regarding the weak first 
half performance, he said: “We 
are trying to catch up this time 
around but some of the mines will 
be shutting down by October.”

As such, he expects output “to 
be the same” as 2022’s, Mr. Bravo 
added.

In 2022, nickel direct shipping 
ore output declined 11% to 29.27 
million dry metric tons, accord-
ing to the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau.

Mr. Bravo added that the PNIA 
is urging the government to fast-
track the approval of mining per-
mits by establishing a “one-stop 
shop” for the application process. 
Such a streamlining of approvals, 
he said, will attract more invest-
ment to the industry.

“If we can streamline the pro-
cess, it would be easier to con-
vince investors,” he said.

While the government is fo-
cused on attracting investment in 
value-added processing, industry 
development efforts should in-

clude exploration and extraction, 
he said.

He added that a nickel pro-
cessing plant requires more than 
100 million tons of raw nickel ore 
each year for at least 20 years to 
be considered viable.

Mr. Bravo said that the mea-
sures required would include a 
simplified fiscal regime, harmo-
nized national and local mining 
regulations, and stepped-up envi-
ronmental monitoring.

“To produce the minimum 
raw ore input requirement of one 
processing plant, mining permits 
need to be approved efficiently 
and awarded contracts should be 
allowed to operate with minimal 
disruption under a predictable, 

rules-based regulatory regime,” 
he said.

He said demand for nickel will 
continue to rise due to demand 
from battery producers, accord-
ing to Mr. Bravo.

“We have a potential to supply 
beyond 40 million tons, prob-
ably even more, because of the 
take-up of nickel right now. (De-
mand from) the battery industry 
is increasing year in, year out,” 
he said.

“The opportunity will come as 
we see that the price becoming 
more stable and it becomes more 
viable to access other mining ar-
eas,” he added. “We have a chance 
to grow the supply here in the 
Philippines.” — Adrian H. Halili

THE Department of Bud-
get and Management (DBM) 
said a law banning temporary 
restraining orders (TROs) 
against infrastructure projects 
has established a legal prin-
ciple that can be applied more 
broadly to a blanket TRO ban 
on all procurement exercises.  

Republic Act (RA) 8975, 
formally known as “An Act to 
Ensure the Expeditious Imple-
mentation and Completion of 
Government Infrastructure 
Projects by Prohibiting Lower 
Courts From Issuing Tem-
porary Restraining Orders, 
Preliminary Injunctions, or 
Preliminary Mandatory In-
junctions, Providing Penalties 
for Violations Thereof, and for 
Other Purposes,” can be ap-
plied to the procurement sys-
tem in general, and not just to 
infrastructure projects, DBM 
Procurement Service (PS) Ex-
ecutive Director Dennis S. San-
tiago said in a Viber message.

The DBM is seeking “to ap-
ply the same legal principle in 
RA 8975 to procurement of 
goods and services, including 
consulting services, to address 
delays in government procure-
ment, achieve early completion 
of projects, and deliver goods 
and services on time. Under the 
proposal, (only) the Supreme 
Court would have the jurisdic-
tion to issue (a TRO),” he added.

The DBM is in the process 
of completing the proposed 
amendments to the Government 
Procurement Reform Act of 
2007 for submission to Congress.

In his second State of the 
Nation Address, President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos, Jr. called for 
reforms to the procurement 
law “to make government 
procurement more attuned to 
these changing times.”

The broadening of the TRO 
ban will “tackle possible delays 

in the procurement process be-
cause of suits fi led by losing bid-
ders,” according to the DBM.

Another proposed amend-
ment by the DBM is to apply 
a no-bid process for goods 
and services worth around 
P250,000 or possibly less.

Mr. Santiago said that the 
threshold for no-bid procure-
ment has yet to be deter-
mined. “The P250,000 fi gure is 
a proposal. The amount can be 
P50,000 or lower,” he added.

“The ‘direct acquisition’ 
procurement modality is be-
ing proposed to enhance ef-
fi ciency and timeliness in the 
procurement of goods that are 
essential and necessary in the 
proper conduct and perfor-
mance of government agen-
cies’ functions and responsi-
bilities,” he added.

Mr. Santiago said the amend-
ments aim to “fulfi ll the needs 
and demands of the agency 
within the time frame without 
having to go through the entire 
bidding process for procure-
ment of goods of low value.” 

“As you may know, the bid-
ding process takes some time, 
and there are also externali-
ties that contribute to delays 
in government acquisition,” 
he added.

Budget Secretary Amenah 
F. Pangandaman has said that 
procurement issues have had 
an “adverse impact” on public 
service delivery.

“Of our total National Gov-
ernment budget, up to 25% is 
(used on) procurement. These 
are the reasons that this re-
form has become necessary, 
tedious as the process may be,” 
she added.

The reform of procure-
ment law also aims to help 
government agencies acceler-
ate spending. — Luisa Maria 
Jacinta C. Jocson

THE House of Representatives on 
Tuesday adopted the Senate’s ver-
sion of a bill that would create a 
national employment master plan.

In plenary session, the adop-
tion of Senate Bill (SB) No. 2035 
or the proposed Trabaho Para sa 
Bayan Act, was adopted via voice 
vote. The bill effectively substi-
tutes for House Bill No. 8400.

The proposed law calls for a 
job-creation plan with three-year, 
six-year, and ten-year timelines to 
aid the post-pandemic recovery.

“The Trabaho Para sa Bayan 
Plan shall serve as the State’s 
master plan on employment gen-
eration and recovery to realize 
short-term and long-term goals 
and visions for the country,” ac-
cording to SB 2035. 

The plan is expected to offer 
incentives to stimulate invest-
ment to address unemployment, 
underemployment, and the ris-

ing informality of work arrange-
ments. It also seeks to provide 
skills training to enhance the em-
ployability of workers, and sup-
port micro, small, and medium 
enterprises.

The Senate bill includes in-
centives for offering training, 
technology, knowledge transfer, 
upskilling, reskilling, and enter-
prise-based training programs 
such as apprenticeship, work im-
mersion, and on-the-job training. 

It also seeks to identify prior-
ity sectors and key and emerging 
industries with high employment 
potential with strong prospects 
for attracting direct investment.

The bill also calls for a national 
reintegration program for docu-
mented and undocumented over-
seas Filipino workers. 

SB 2035 was approved in May 
while the House passed its bill on 
Aug. 22. — Beatriz Marie D. Cruz

AROUND 488 million cubic 
meters of water a year is lost to 
waste, mainly in water districts 
outside Metro Manila, the Local 
Water Utilities Administration 
(LWUA) said. 

“We are averaging about 488 
million (cubic meters 
of water) that we throw 
away yearly — that’s half 
of Angat Dam,” LWUA 
Chairman Ronnie L. 
Ong said in a televised 
interview on Tuesday.

The LWUA oversees 
532 water districts, of 
which 244 have sig-
nificant levels of non-

revenue water (NRW ). NRW 
includes water that is not billed 
or lost through leaks or illegal 
connections. 

“The worldwide NRW aver-
age is 20% but we are averaging 
around 30% nationwide,” Mr. Ong 

said. Some water dis-
tricts have NRW levels 
as high as 75%, he said.

T h e  L W U A  i s  a 
government-owned and 
-controlled corpora-
tion that manages the 
development of water 
systems outside of Met-
ro Manila. — Sheldeen 
Joy Talavera
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THE Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) said it will provide support 
for e� orts to discover deposits of “critical miner-
als” like iron, cobalt, rare earths, as well as nickel.

Speaking at a forum organized by the Phil-
ippine Nickel Industry Association, Environ-
ment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga 
said on Tuesday that “starting in 2024 through 
the DENR’s Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(MGB) and a new office for integrated envi-
ronmental science, we will be concentrating 
on priority activities” like “extensive govern-
ment led exploration for critical minerals.”

She said that the DENR is also directing the 
MGB to focus on enabling mineral exploration 

next year through partnerships with foreign 
investors.

“This e� ort would be augmented by techni-
cal support coming from our foreign devel-
opment partners, including the Australian 
government and the US Geological Survey,” 
she added.

Ms. Yulo-Loyzaga also said that the DENR 
is seeking to “promote and enable” domestic 
mineral processing, particularly for laterite, 
a rock with high iron and aluminum content.

These initiatives “aim to maximize the 
value of our mineral resources… (for use in) 
our own energy transition and economic de-
velopment,” she said.

Ms. Yulo-Loyzaga also said that the DENR 
remains focused on pursuing a policy that 
assigns greater weight to “the avoidance of all 
possible environmental impact.”

In a statement issued also on Tuesday, 
the DENR said it has signed a memorandum 
of agreement (MoA) with the Manila Ob-
servatory for a climate change information 
system.

Under the MoA, a digital database of cli-
mate and environment will be made available 
to the public, particularly to local government 
units, other National Government agencies, 
schools, civil society organizations, and the 
private sector. — Adrian H. Halili

DENR declares support for ‘critical minerals’ exploration

FULL STORY

Read the full story by 
scanning the QR code with 

your smartphone or by 
typing the link
<t.ly/KG0xK>


