
PLDT eyes Greater Metro Manila for new data center
PLDT Inc. is considering Great-
er Metro Manila (GMM) as a po-
tential location for its upcoming 
12th data center, with a planned 
capacity of at least 100 mega-
watts, according to the com-
pany’s data center arm ePLDT, 
Inc.

“Our main requirement is very 
far from the fault line and then 
second is access to reliable and 
adequate power. We have some 
choices that we can choose from. 
I think this will be in GMM,” 
ePLDT, Inc. President and Chief 
Executive O�  cer Victor S. Genu-
ino told reporters last week.

GMM covers all the cities of 
Metro Manila and some cities 
in Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, and 
Rizal.

“We have a list. There are a lot 
of options because a lot of these 
real estate companies obviously 
look at it as a prime lot to be able to 

sell because we are talking about 5 
hectares and above,” he said. 

Earlier this year, ePLDT an-
nounced its plan to construct its 
11th data center, named VITRO 
Sta. Rosa. This facility is sched-
uled to be built on a fi ve-hectare 
plot in Sta. Rosa, Laguna.

The initial capacity is set to be 
14 megawatts by early 2024, with 
projections for it to expand to 50 
megawatts upon full operation.

The company has been receiv-
ing numerous requests from po-
tential customers to visit the site, 
according to Mr. Genuino.

“It is funny because it is only a 
construction site right now. But 
in spite of that we have a lot of 
customers seeking to inspect the 
site, so it’s very exciting because 
I think there is a lot of interest in 
the market,” he said.

He also said that the company 
will be able to fi rm up the interest 

in colocation services at VITRO 
Sta. Rosa by the first quarter of 
next year.

The company is targeting to 
hire more than 100 people for a 
total shift at the data center or 
around 30 people per shift.

When asked about the invest-
ment amount for the 12th data 
center, Mr. Genuino said, “We 
must ensure that the construc-
tion costs are kept extremely 
tight. Once we have selected a 
site, the site’s coverage fee will 
determine the construction cost.”

However, he added that the 
company’s estimate for the con-
struction cost of its data center 
is approximately P9 million per 
megawatt.

Department of Information 
and Communications Technol-
ogy Secretary Ivan John E. Uy has 
said that there would be a fi vefold 
increase in data center capacity 

in the Philippines for the next fi ve 
years.

“Supporting the local data 
center race is PLDT and ePLDT, 
with a current 65% market share 
and further plans for expansion 
to position the Philippines as the 
regional hyperscaler hub in the 
Asia Pacifi c Region,” PLDT said in 
a press release. 

Citing a report from S&P Glob-
al Marketing Intelligence, PLDT 
said that the compound annual 
growth rate in the country’s data 
center operational space from 
2020 to 2025 is 13%.

To support this, the company 
has been putting investments 
into its international and domes-
tic infrastructure such as cable 
systems, 5G network and data 
centers. 

The company has received the 
provisional authority from the 
National Telecommunications 

Commission to construct two 
new cable landing stations in the 
country to host the Apricot cable 
system.

The 12,000-kilometer-long 
Apricot cable system is slated to 
be completed by the end of 2025. 
It will connect the Philippines, 
Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, Tai-
wan, and Guam.

Meanwhile, the cable landing 
facilities, targeted to be complet-
ed by early 2025, are expected to 
rise in Baler, Aurora and in Digos, 
Davao. 

G a r y  Ig n a c i o,  c h i e f  d a t a 
center officer at ePLDT, said 
that data centers and cloud are 
the foundation for enterprise 
growth and national digitaliza-
tion efforts.

“We’re harnessing our experi-
ence and success in terms of being 
the outsourcing hub of the world. 
We can do the same for cloud so-

lutions and data center services,” 
said Mr. Ignacio. 

“Looking ahead, ePLDT is 
dedicated to expanding its data 
center infrastructure. With ongo-
ing construction of VITRO Sta. 
Rosa and plans for Data Center 
12, ePLDT is ready to meet the 
increasing demands of hyper-
scalers and enterprises that will 
further fuel the country’s digital 
economy,” said Roselle dela Cruz, 
vice-president for US & Europe, 
Middle East, and Africa Market at 
PLDT Global Corp. 

PLDT shares closed P29 or 
2.27% higher at P1,304 apiece on 
Monday.

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a unit 
of PLDT Beneficial Trust Fund 
subsidiary MediaQuest Holdings, 
Inc., has a majority stake in Busi-
nessWorld through the Philippine 
Star Group, which it controls.—
Justine Irish D. Tabile

Metro Pacific group’s CALAX Silang 
Interchange set for Sept. opening
METRO Pacifi c Tollways Corp. 
(MPTC) unit MPCALA Holdings, Inc. 
on Monday said it is planning to open 
the Silang (Aguinaldo) Interchange of 
the Cavite-Laguna Expressway (CA-
LAX) project by September.

The upcoming CALAX exit, 
anticipated to serve an additional 
5,000 daily motorists, has reached 
a completion rate of 91%, MPCALA 
said in an e-mailed statement.

“Ongoing construction activities 
include the development of the toll 
plaza, concrete pouring for the main 
line and median barriers, as well as 
various fi nishing works,” the com-
pany added.

After these activities, the com-
pany will focus on the construction 
of toll facilities such as road lights, 
signages, and sound barriers and 
prepare for the toll collection sys-
tem.

In a previous interview, Public 
Works and Highways Secretary 
Manuel M. Bonoan said that the 

department has set June as the tar-
get for completing the Aguinaldo 
section of CALAX.

“Due to challenges brought 
about by inclement weather in the 
past months, the timeline of the 
target opening has been moved,” the 
company responded in an inquiry 
through e-mail. 

In total,  CALAX  has eight inter-
changes: Technopark, Laguna Bou-
levard, Santa Rosa-Tagaytay Road, 
Silang East, Silang (Aguinaldo), 
Governor’s Drive, Open Canal, and 
Kawit Interchange and a toll barrier 
before South Luzon Expressway 
(SLEX).

At present the operational seg-
ment of  CALAX  is from the Mam-
plasan Rotunda up to Silang East 
Interchange, which has an average 
daily motorist of more than 34,000. 

The right of way for the remaining 
segments is still under processing with 
the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), the company said.

“Overall, the right-of-way ac-
complishment, including that of 
the Laguna segment, that is already 
operational is 81.05%,” it added.

CALAX, a 45-kilometer four-
lane toll road, is expected to cut 
travel time between SLEX and the 
Manila-Cavite Expressway to 45 
minutes from the current 2.5 hours.

It is a public-private partnership 
project with the DPWH as imple-
menting agency and MPCALA as 
the private proponent.

MPTC is the tollways unit of 
Metro Pacific Investments Corp., 
which is one of the three key Phil-
ippine units of Hong Kong-based 
First Pacifi c Co. Ltd. together with 
Philex Mining Corp. and PLDT, Inc.

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a unit of 
PLDT Benefi cial Trust Fund subsid-
iary MediaQuest Holdings, Inc., has 
a majority stake in BusinessWorld 
through the Philippine Star Group, 
which it controls. — Justine Irish 
D. Tabile

THE SUPREME Court has upheld an 
appellate court decision that rejected 
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp.’s plea 
to cite o�  cials of the Bureau of Cus-
toms (BoC) in contempt for discuss-
ing details of a P7.34-billion tax case 
in a 2010 press conference.

In a 20-page decision dated April 26 
and released to the public on Aug. 3, the 
tribunal concurred with the Court of 
Tax Appeals’ (CTA) assertion that the 
company had not demonstrated that the 
Customs bureau intended to compro-
mise the integrity of the case.

“To reiterate, there must be suffi-
cient proof beyond reasonable doubt 
that there was an intention to impede, 
obstruct, or degrade the administration 
of justice for indirect contempt cases 
to prosper,” Senior Associate Justice 
Marvic M.V.F. Leonen said in the ruling.

Pending the resolution of the compa-
ny’s defi ciency in excise and value-added 
tax liabilities, the BoC agreed not to seize 

Pilipinas Shell’s future importations un-
til the case was resolved, provided the 
latter would post a surety bond for its 
alleged tax liabilities worth P7.34 billion 
in unpaid excise taxes and unleaded gas 
importations from 2004 to 2009.

The CTA approved the agreement 
and barred the BoC from collecting the 
taxes.

In 2010, former Customs Commis-
sioner Napoleon L. Morales and other 
BoC o�  cials held a press conference 
in Makati where they announced their 
intention to ask a CTA judge to recuse 
from the case. This announcement 
was published in various newspapers.

They requested former CTA As-
sociate Justice Ernesto D. Acosta to 
withdraw from handling the case due 
to an alleged confl ict of interest stem-
ming from his previous employment 
with Pilipinas Shell.

Pilipinas Shell argued that the 
press conference and the BoC’s press 

statement violated a CTA resolution, 
which stated that discussing case de-
tails with the media would be consid-
ered contemptuous.

The company contended that the of-
fi cials disclosed “material information” 
pertaining to the pending tax case.

The customs o�  cials defended the 
press conference, asserting that it 
aligned with their duty to provide the 
public with matters of public concern.

The tax tribunal dismissed Pilipi-
nas Shell’s contempt case, citing the 
company’s inability to prove that o�  -
cials intended to “malign the dignity” 
of the court.

“There was no evident proof that 
there was genuine intent on the part of re-
spondents to malign the Court of Tax Ap-
peals,” it said. “Rather, the statements 
made were criticism in relation to the ac-
tions of the petitioner (Pilipinas Shell), 
not an attack on the Court of Tax Ap-
peals.” — John Victor D. Ordoñez

ACEN Corp. has executed an amendment to 
its loan and security agreement with Natures 
Renewable Energy Development Corp. (Na-
redco) to fi nance a 133-megawatt (MW) solar 
power project in Cagayan, the Ayala-led com-
pany announced on Monday.

The energy company, along with Naredco 
and CleanTech Renewable Energy 4 Corp. 
(CREC4), has signed an amended and restated 
loan and security agreement, expanding the 
loan facility by up to P1.16 billion, it said in a 
disclosure.

Last year, the parties entered into a loan 
and security agreement, wherein ACEN pro-
vided Naredco with a P1.14 billion loan.

Naredco serves as a special-purpose vehicle 
for the development of the Cagayan North 
Solar Power Project, which represents ACEN’s 
collaborative project with CREC4.

The loan will support the remaining re-
quirements of the fi rst phase of the Cagayan 

North Solar Power Project, according to 
ACEN.

The Cagayan North Solar power project, 
with an installed capacity of 133 MW, is pro-
jected to generate electricity for approximate-
ly 75,000 households, as stated on its website.

In May, the Ayala group’s listed energy 
company agreed to subscribe to additional 
shares in Naredco for P211.49 million, further 
contributing to the development of Naredco’s 
solar plant project.

ACEN possesses approximately 4,200 
MW of attributable capacity spanning the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, India, and 
Australia. 

The energy company aims to expand its 
renewable energy portfolio to 20 gigawatts 
by 2030.

During Monday’s trading session on the lo-
cal bourse, the company’s shares closed 1.45% 
lower at P5.42 apiece. — Ashley Erika O. Jose

High Court a�  rms denial of Pilipinas Shell’s 
contempt plea versus Customs o�  cials

ACEN increases loan deal for 
Cagayan solar project vehicle 
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