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DICT: Data center capacity to soar 5 times by 2025
THE DEPARTMENT of Infor-
mation and Communications 
Technology (DICT) on Tues-
day said it expects a fi vefold 
increase in the capacity of data 
centers in the country, reach-
ing approximately 300 mega-
watts (MW) by the year 2025.

“We are seeing that today 
more and more data is actually 
being generated, [and] we are 
expecting a rapid increase in 
the capacity of data centers,” 
DICT Secretary Ivan John E. 
Uy told reporters.

“In fact, in the next two 
years, we project at least a (fi ve 
times) increase in data center 
capacity within the country,” 
he added.

With the rise of digital 
transformation and the in-
creasing reliance on cloud-
based services, data centers 
play a crucial role in facilitat-
ing efficient and secure data 
management.

Mr. Uy said that recent 
conversations with the tele-
communication companies 
and the department’s private 
sector partners have indicated 
that they are in the process of 
constructing additional data 
centers.

“Most of these are more 
than 100 megawatts of capacity 
in the next two years, and when 
we compare it to what our cur-
rent capacity is, it’s about fi ve 
times of our current capacity,” 
he said.

At present, the total data 
center capacity nationwide is 
60 MW, according to Mr. Uy. 
The expectation of increasing 
it to 300 MW is still a conser-
vative target, he added.

“There are others that 
are indicating that they may 
even put in some more de-
pending on the progress of 
our economy and the invest-
ments that are coming in, 

especially the hyperscalers,” 
he said.

Mr. Uy said that his bull-
i s h  o u t l o o k  f o r  t h e  d a t a 
center industry stems from 
the demand of hyperscalers 
positioning themselves in the 
Philippines.

“Hyperscalers are really 
looking at the Philippines be-
ing an ideal location for them 
to host it.”

In May, a joint venture 
between Globe Telecom, Inc., 
Ayala Corp., and the local unit 
of Singapore-based service 
provider ST Telemedia Global 
Data Centres (STT GDC) un-
veiled a plan for a 124-MW data 
center.

The new facility will be con-
structed in Fairview, Quezon 
City, with an initial capacity of 
28 MW. It is expected to go live 
by the fi rst quarter of 2025.

STT GDC Philippines also 
announced in June its plan 

to expand its data centers in 
Makati, Cavite, and Quezon 
City by 5.2 MW.

Earlier this year, PLDT Inc., 
through its data center arm 
ePLDT, Inc., unveiled plans to 
increase the capacity of its data 
center in Makati by 12 MW.

The company also disclosed 
its intention to build its 11th 
data center in the Philippines, 
set to rise on a 5-hectare lot in 
Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

Named VITRO Sta. Rosa, 
the new data center will have 
an initial capacity of 14 MW 
by early 2024, with plans to 
increase to 50 MW once fully 
operational.

Last month, the company 
also announced its plan to build 
its 12th data center, boasting a 
power capacity of 100 MW.

“Once these large data cen-
ters are deployed, a lot of the 
data will be stored there and 
what will now be the engine 

that will drive all this will be 
AI,” DICT’s Mr. Uy said.

“As we use more AI in any 
of our applications, that en-
gine — AI — will now be fueled 
by all this data and we will be 
able to cater to our foreign cli-
ents in the business process 
outsourcing community and 
at the same time provide good 
data for governance.”

Mr. Uy added that the ad-
ditional capacity will also 
support the integrated e-gov-
ernment platform, enabling 
government agencies to make 
data-driven decisions.

The DICT has signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing for e-governance with 37 
government agencies. This 
move is expected to strengthen 
collaboration and facilitate 
knowledge-sharing in develop-
ing interoperable systems and 
programs. — Justine Irish D. 
Tabile

Balai Ni Fruitas registers 68.1% net 
income growth for second quarter
LISTED company Balai Ni Fruitas, 
Inc. reported a net income of P15.25 
million for the second quarter on 
Wednesday. 

This represents a 68.1% increase 
from P9.07 million during the same 
period last year, driven by revenue 
growth, the company’s second-quar-
ter financial performance report 
showed.

The company saw a 59.8% surge 
in its top line for the three-month 
period, reaching P134.96 million from 
P84.47 million.

The cost of sales rose by 61% during 
the period ending in June, amounting 
to P68.73 million, up from P42.7 mil-
lion the prior year.

Balai’s operating expenses for the 
period increased by 57.8% to P48.02 
million from P30.43 million during 
the same period last year.

Meanwhile, the company’s first-
half net income climbed by 68.2% to 
P24.83 million from P14.76 million, 
driven by revenue growth during the 
six-month period.

“We are thrilled with the out-
standing fi rst half 2023 results. Our 
dedication to quality, innovation, and 
customer satisfaction has fostered 
remarkably strong growth,” Balai Ni 
Fruitas President and Chief Execu-
tive O�  cer Lester C. Yu said in a press 
release.

“This accomplishment demon-
strates our unwavering commitment 
to provide top-notch goods and ser-
vices.”

The company’s revenues for the 
period surged by 71.5% to P248.92 mil-
lion from P145.11 million the previous 
year, driven by store expansions and 
the stronger performance of the stores.

During the fi rst half, the company 
added 17 new stores, bringing the total 
number of locations to 115. 

As of June 30, there were 64 Balai 
Pandesal outlets, with the remaining 
51 comprising of Buko Ni Fruitas and 
Fruitas House of Desserts outlets.

Its cost of sales during the fi rst half 
went up by 78.7% to P129.32 million 
from P72.37 million the prior year. 

Operating expenses likewise in-
creased by 65.4% to P90.1 million 
from P54.5 million last year, due to 
increased business volume and fur-
ther expansions.

“In the second half of the year, we 
are eager to build on this momentum 
and keep exceeding expectations,” 
Mr. Yu added.

Balai plans to continue expanding 
its product line and investing in new 
markets and technologies to sustain 
its growth trajectory.

“The company is dedicated to de-
livering greater value to its clients 
and shareholders by pursuing sus-
tainable growth and enhancing op-
erating and fi nancial performance,” 
it added.

Balai is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Fruitas Holdings, Inc., and it has 
three brands in its portfolio, namely: 
Balai Pandesal, Buko Ni Fruitas, and 
Fruitas House of Desserts.

At the stock market on Wednes-
day, shares for Balai went up 3.77% to 
P0.55 apiece. — Adrian H. Halili

Leadership change at Filinvest: CEO resigns
FILINVEST DEVELOPMENT Corp. 
(FDC) said on Wednesday that Lourdes 
Josephine Gotianun-Yap has resigned 
as the company’s president and chief 
executive o�  cer (CEO) e� ective Aug 1.

This move is part of the compa-
ny’s succession planning and future 
growth strategy, FDC said in a disclo-
sure to the stock exchange. 

Following her resignation, Ms. 
Gotianun-Yap will take on the role of 
the company’s vice-chairman.

“Succession planning has been 
identified as a primary strategy to 
ensure business continuity and the 
orderly futureproofi ng of the organi-
zation,” Ms. Gotianun-Yap said in a 
separate statement.

The company likewise said that its 
board of directors appointed Rhoda 
A. Huang as its new president and 
CEO, who is said to have more than 
30 years of experience in Philippine 
corporations, financial, and govern-
ment institutions.

“As we thrive in this post-pan-
demic revitalization phase, we look 
forward to [Ms. Huang] harnessing 
the depth of her investment banking 
experience which has exposed her to 
industries where the Filinvest group 
also operates,” Ms. Gotianun-Yap 
added.

She said that the change in lead-
ership will be instrumental in the 
company’s pursuit of strategic objec-
tives as it advances its position in the 
market.

Prior to her appointment, she was 
the president of BPI Capital Corp. 
and branch head of Investment 
Banking for Credit Suisse Philip-
pines, according to the company. 
She also served as a director for the 
company.

“I am honored to be a part of this 
esteemed organization and look for-
ward to leveraging my experience to 
create value for our stakeholders,” 
Ms. Huang said.

The company’s board also appoint-
ed Brian T. Lim as its chief fi nancial 
o�  cer (CFO). He brings with him 14 
years of experience in the financial 
industry and previously served as the 
CFO at one of the largest construction 
companies in the Philippines.

“FDC has established a solid foun-
dation for growth, supported by an 
extensive asset base, an expansive 
network, and brand portfolio which is 
poised to reach its full potential,” Ms. 
Gotianun-Yap said.

“We believe that with new leaders 
who embrace our core values, bring 
fresh perspectives, and build on our 
established businesses, we can foster 
a high-energy, growth-oriented com-
pany,” she added. — Adrian H. Halili

AYALA-LED ACEN Corp.’s board of directors 
has given the green light for the issuance of up 
to P12.50 billion worth of preferred shares, the 
company announced on Wednesday.

The preferred share issuance is the first 
tranche of a three-year shelf registration pro-
gram, intending to offer up to P50-million 
preferred shares priced at P1 apiece, according 
to a disclosure fi led with the stock exchange.

The approved issuance consists of about 
12.50 million preferred shares, priced at 
P1,000 each, with a par value of about P1 
apiece.

ACEN also said that the issuance will be 
offered in two series, subject to the neces-
sary requirements set by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) for registra-
tion under the Securities Regulation Code, 
as well as listing with the Philippine Stock 
Exchange, Inc.

In May, the energy company, a part of 
the Ayala group, announced its intentions 
to raise P25 billion by offering preferred 
shares, as a strategic move to diversify its 
funding sources to include institutional 
and retail investors.

ACEN’s ambitious plans involve investing 
up to $8 billion in rolling out an 8-gigawatt 
(GW) portfolio of clean energy projects in 
the Philippines by 2030. The company aims 
to expedite the development of its projects to 
achieve at least  2 GW per year.

To support its clean energy goals, ACEN 
has allocated a capital expenditure budget of 
between P50 billion and P70 billion for the 
year 2023.

Currently, ACEN holds around 4,200 
megawatts of attributable capacity across 
various locations, including the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, India, and Australia.

At the Philippine Stock Exchange on 
Wednesday, ACEN shares gained fi ve centavos 
or 0.9%, closing at P5.60 apiece. — Ashley 
Erika O. Jose

ACEN board okays 
P12.50-B preferred 
shares issuance
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