
THE number of registered sub-
scriber identity modules or SIM 
cards reached 105.92 million on 
Monday, a day before the July 25 
deadline, data from the National 
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NTC) showed.

“Such number is well within 
the target of between 100 mil-
lion to 110 million registered 
SIMs come deadline, especially 
considering the report from the 
public telecommunication enti-
ties that almost all of their SIMs 
with active users have already 
registered,” the NTC said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

It added that there will “no 
longer be any further extension 
in the deadline to register ac-
tive SIMs.”

The total number of registered 
users as of July 23 represents 
63.04% of the total 168.02 million 
subscribers across the three pub-
lic telecommunication entities.

Department of Information 
and Communications Technol-
ogy (DICT) Secretary Ivan John 
E. Uy told reporters on Tuesday 
that he was satisfi ed with the reg-
istration numbers.

“We are very satisfi ed with the 
105.92 million as we have a popu-
lation of 110 million, I think we 
actually did better than any other 
countries comparatively.”

“So, reminder, [it is the] last 
chance for you to register your 
SIM cards up to midnight tonight. 
After that you will no longer be 
able to use your SIM cards and 
it is going to be a more tedious 
process if you need to reactivate 
those SIM cards,” he added.

Previously, Mr. Uy said that 
all unregistered users by 00:01 
of July 26 will have their SIMs 
automatically deactivated. But he 
added that the DICT will be fol-
lowing the Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR) of the SIM 
Registration Act.

Rule II Section 5 of the IRR 
states that “the deactivated SIM 
may only be reactivated after 
registration; provided, however, 

that reactivation shall be made 
not later than fi ve days after such 
automatic deactivation.”

C a t h e r i n e  Y.  Ya n g ,  f i r st 
vice-president and group head 
of PLDT Inc. and Smart Com-
munications, Inc. corporate 
communications, said that SIM 
registration is part of the group’s 
customer protection advocacy.

“The SIM Registration Act 
aims to deter illegal activities 
and crimes aided by mobile 
technology. It is also in line with 
PLDT and Smart’s cybersecurity 
and data privacy e� orts, part of 

our customer protection advo-
cacy,” she said.

“So, in the final hours of the 
SIM registration campaign, we 
encourage all those who have not 
registered yet to please do so now 
and avoid inconvenience and SIM 
deactivation,” she added.

In total, Smart has been able to 
register 49.99 million subscribers 
as of Monday, which represents 
75.39% of its 66.3 million total 
subscribers.

Meanwhile, Globe Telecom, 
Inc. said that its Globe, TM, and 
Globe At Home Prepaid WiFi 

users who missed the deadline 
will already feel the impact of 
non-compliance, with their out-
going services and incoming calls 
deactivated.

“Globe recognizes the essen-
tial role of uninterrupted mobile 
and broadband services in our 
customers’ daily lives,” said Er-
nest L. Cu, president and chief 
executive o�  cer of Globe.

“Our team is committed to as-
sisting our customers who need 
help. We strongly urge everyone 
to seize this opportunity to avoid 
any inconvenience,” he added.

The network also stressed that 
the failure to reactivate during 
the fi ve-day grace period will lead 
to permanent SIM deactivation.

“As a consequence, all services, 
including incoming and outgoing 
text messages, calls, and mobile 
data connectivity will no longer 
be available. This may also impact 
access to active mobile applica-
tions, including banking, trans-
port, and other apps crucial for 
daily needs,” it added.

Globe has also warned that all 
remaining load balances and pro-
mo registration on unregistered 
SIMs will be forfeited by July 31.

As of July 24, Globe has re-
corded 48.38 million registrants 
or 55.77% of its 86.75 million 
total subscribers, while DITO 
Telecommunity Corp. registered 
7.55 million or 50.44% of its 14.96 
million total subscribers.

Mr. Uy said that the DICT is 
expecting a surge of registrants on 
the last day of registration: “We 
have been experiencing a surge in 
the last two days, just like the previ-
ous deadline where we had a huge 
surge of SIM card registration. 
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Cebu Pacific ties up with consultancy firm South Pole for climate strategy
CEBU PACIFIC is partnering 
with Swiss carbon fi nance con-
sultancy fi rm South Pole to cre-
ate the budget carrier’s climate 
strategy, it said on Tuesday.

“ With South Pole’s  guid-
ance and expertise,  we will 
develop a robust plan of action 
to prioritize interventions for 
emission hotspots in our op-
erations,” Cebu Pacific Chief 
Executive Officer Mike Szucs 
in a statement.

“This roadmap will consider 
and fuse together the tangible 
initiatives that we have already 
put in place, as well as plans 
that will contribute towards 
our aspirations of meeting avia-
tion’s net-zero commitment,” 
he said.

“By placing climate at the cen-
ter of its strategy, we are confi-
dent that CEB will make great 
strides in its climate journey, and 
we are proud to support CEB in 

achieving its sustainability goals,” 
Shruti Singh, South Pole’s direc-
tor, climate strategies for Asia 
Pacifi c, said referring to the fi rm’s 
trade symbol.  

Under the partnership, the 
carrier will go through a “rigor-
ous process of understanding the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
generated from its operations to-
wards setting its near-term and 
long-term emission reduction 
pathways.”

The roadmap that will be 
produced will build into Cebu 
Pacific’s decarbonization strat-
egy,  which involves:  a fleet 
modernization program, fuel 
efficiency measures, integration 
of sustainable aviation fuel, and 
transition to electric vehicles, 
among others.

“Cebu Pacifi c has been moni-
toring and reporting its Scope 1 
and 2 GHG emissions since 2018. 
But as with other companies, 

Scope 3 emissions are a blind spot 
for Cebu Pacifi c, and we recognize 
the complexities in accounting 
for these emissions,” said Jose 
Alejandro B. Reyes, chief strategy 
o�  cer of Cebu Pacifi c.

“To set a credible emissions 
reduction pathway, it is essential 
to have a comprehensive valida-
tion of our material emissions. 
Hence, we are tapping into South 
Pole’s climate expertise in this 
area,” he added.

Scope 1 refers to GHGs re-
leased directly from a business, 
Scope 2 covers indirect GHGs re-
leased from the energy purchased 
by an organization, while Scope 
3 emissions are other indirect 
emissions from general suppliers.

The airline said South Pole will 
be supporting “in scoping its activ-
ities to identify the relevant Scope 
3 emissions from its upstream and 
downstream entire value chain.”  
— Justine Irish D. Tabile
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