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Filinvest unit plans desalination plant in Cebu

FILINVEST Development Corp. 
Utilities, Inc. (FDCUI) plans to 
build a desalination facility in 
Cebu City with a capacity of about 
80 million liters per day (MLD) to 
meet the growing water demand 
in the area, a company o�  cial said.

“The issues that were raised 
earlier are all about Metro Manila, 
but let me take everyone outside 
Metro Manila. Metro Cebu area’s 
demand is 570 MLD and you know 
how much water can be supplied? 
270 MLD. So, as we speak there is 
a shortage of 300 MLD,” Juan Eu-
genio L. Roxas, president and chief 
executive o�  cer of FDCUI, said in 
a water forum hosted by Stratbase 
ADR Institute on Monday.

Mr. Roxas said FDCUI has 
existing desalination projects in 
Cebu City but described them as 
small. He said the city relies solely 
on Buhisan Dam. Deep wells, while 
prohibited in Cebu, cannot use 

groundwater as saltwater seeps 
through, making it unusable. 

“We have no choice but to 
go into desalination,” he said. 
“Hopefully, we will get that off 
the ground. The most expensive 
water is no water at all. It is going 
to be blended with the existing 
supply of the water districts. So, it 
is not going to be that expensive.”

Meanwhile, Carlos Primo C. 
David, undersecretary for Inte-
grated Environmental Science of 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR), 
said the recent rains helped in-
creased the water level of Angat 
Dam, which he said “will be good 
for fi ve to seven days of usage in 
Metro Manila.” 

“Theoretically, we need two 
months of that much rain fall-
ing,” Mr. David said, adding that 
although there is no crisis, “water 
level is quite precarious.”

He said that while Angat Dam 
reached its 180-meter minimum 
operating level, it still needs to 
rise further to 208 meters to en-
sure the stability of supply. 

“We have around five months 
to be able to do so that we will have 
enough water for the following 
year. Therefore, water conserva-
tion still needs to be done,” he said. 

As of 6:00 a.m. on Monday, An-
gat Dam hit 180 meters, up from 
179.06 meters the day before. 

MAYNILAD SERVICE
Meanwhile, the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem (MWSS) said water service 
interruptions in areas served by 
Maynilad Water Services, Inc. are 
“suspended indefi nitely.”

“We are assessing the infl ows 
from the watershed,” said Pat-
rick James B. Dizon, head of the 
MWSS Angat/Ipo operations 
management division, in a Viber 
message on Monday. 

Maynilad earlier said that it 
could further suspend water in-
terruptions amid the rising water 
level at the dams.

On Saturday, Maynilad an-
nounced the suspension of 
planned service interruptions 
in parts of Caloocan, Malabon, 

Manila, Valenzuela, Navotas, and 
Quezon City for July 15 to 16, 
saying improved supply from Ipo 
Dam mitigated the impact of re-
duced releases from Angat Dam.

Last week, the west zone water 
concessionaire announced that 
it would implement nine-hour 
daily water interruptions starting 
July 12, affecting about 591,000 
customer accounts.

Meanwhile, Dittie L. Galang, 
head of corporation communica-
tions of Manila Water Co., Inc., said 
that the east zone water conces-
sionaire is ready to tap deep wells 
which could yield about 100 MLD 
of water supply when needed. 

“Currently, we are operating 
49 wells with 60 MLD production. 
We can ramp up to 80DW with 100 
MLD production when needed,” 
Ms. Galang said in a Viber message. 

Over the weekend, Maynilad 
said it targets to spend P1 billion to 
reactivate deep wells spread across 
Metro Manila, which could pro-
vide around 32 MLD of additional 
supply in preparation for the im-
pact of the El Niño phenomenon.  

Buskowitz Energy to
build Unilab unit’s 
rooftop solar system
BUSKOWITZ ENERGY is set to energize 
Amherst Laboratories, Inc., allowing 
Unilab, Inc.’s manufacturing subsidiary 
to power its operation with renewable 
energy via a 496-kilowatt-peak rooftop 
solar photovoltaic system.

In a media release on Monday, Bus-
kowitz Energy said it would install 900 
tier-one solar panels after having been 
commissioned by Amherst Laboratories 
to help its transition to renewables. 

“It is our mission to continuously o� er 
sustainable solutions to our clients in an 
e� ort to accelerate the Philippines’ shift 
from fossil fuels towards renewable ener-
gy,” said James Buskowitz, chief executive 
o�  cer of Buskowitz Energy, adding that 
his company is “excited” to kickstart its 
partnership with Amherst Laboratories.

The solar energy company said the in-
stallation was designed to produce an av-
erage output of 700,000 kilowatt-hours 
of energy per year, allowing Amherst 
Laboratories to save up to P150 million. 

“This is equivalent to sequestering car-
bon generated by consuming 5 million 
liters of gasoline; preventing 12 million 
pounds of coal from being burned; or elec-
trifying 2,000 homes for one year,” it added.

Buskowitz Energy is a sustainable 
solutions company that aims to grow the 
country’s solar energy sector. To date, it 
has a total of 300 solar rooftop projects 
across the Philippines. 

“The use of renewable energy such 
as solar panels, not only gives us savings 
in our operations but also provides an 
opportunity to contribute to the overall 
e� ort of reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sion. We are stepping forward to help 
promote the use of renewable energy 
and help reduce our carbon footprint,” 
Limuel Razo, corporate vice-president 
and head of manufacturing of Unilab. 

Buskowitz Energy has 40-megawatt-
peak of projects in the pipeline this year. 
It has so far installed solar photovol-
taic systems and provided renewable 
energy for international brands such as 
Coca-Cola and Shell, along with local 
companies Petron Corp., NLEX Corp., 
Megaworld Corp., as well as SM and Rob-
insons malls. — Ashley Erika O. Jose

FILINVEST Land, Inc. (FLI) on Monday 
signed a lease agreement with an Australian 
electric vehicle battery manufacturer as the 
fi rst locator in its industrial park in Tarlac.

“Filinvest Innovation Park-New Clark City 
warmly welcomes StBattalion as its very fi rst 
locator. Their presence underscores the park’s 
vision as a leading sustainable business hub,” 
FLI President and Chief Executive Office 
Tristaneil D. Las Marias said.

“We are committed to building large-scale, 
integrated projects to become the stage for di-
verse developments, including businesses that 
will catalyze progress and employment for the 
local community,” Mr. Las Marias added.

StBattalion signed a five-year renewable 
lease with FLI subsidiary FCGC Corp. for two 
ready-built factory units at its New Clark City 
development.

FLI said each of the two units covers about 
2,500 square meters in gross leasable area. 
The units will be located at the property devel-
oper’s 120-hectare industrial park. 

The industrial park is inside the 9,450-hect-
are New Clark City, the greenfield develop-
ment inside the Clark Special Economic Zone 
in Capas, Tarlac. It is registered with the Phil-
ippine Economic Zone Authority, thus loca-
tors enjoy tax perks, simplifi ed import-export 
procedures, and visa facilitation assistance for 
foreign employees.

The industrial park’s ready-built factory 
compound will feature 10 prime model units 
to be built on a 40,000-square-meter lot.

“Each unit is designed for logistics, e-com-
merce, and light manufacturing locators,” the 
company said.

FLI said each unit will also have amenities 
such as unparalleled accessibility, a build-to-
suit option for industrial facilities customiza-
tion, high-tech communications, and expan-
sive infrastructure such as an eight-meter 
ceiling clearance, a two-bay loading dock, 
and three tons-per-square-meter floor load 
capacity.

The location is only 30 minutes away from 
Clark International Airport, and 45 minutes 
away from Subic Bay International Seaport, 
“making it a key progress catalyst north of 
Metro Manila,” it said.

Also on Monday, the company said that it 
had signed a share purchase agreement with 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. to acquire 
two Cavite-based real estate fi rms.

In a regulatory fi ling, the company said it 
bought Cajel Realty Corp. and Niyog Prop-
erty Holdings, Inc. from the bank for about 
P632.66 million.

FLI said it acquired 1.39 million common 
shares of Niyog at P391.42 apiece totaling 
about P544.44 million.

Additionally, it purchased 597,376 com-
mon shares of Cajel at P148.68 apiece totaling 
P88.82 million.

The company said both companies have a 
joint agreement with FLI, which undertook 
the development of parcels of land into an 
exclusive residential subdivision.

FLI will pay 30% of the purchase price 
upon closing and the balance net of retention 
will be payable in five years plus an agreed 
interest rate.

On Monday, FLI closed unchanged at P0.67 
per share. — Adrian H. Halili

THE CIVIL Aeronautics Board (CAB) set the 
applicable fuel surcharge for domestic and in-
ternational fl ights at Level 4 for the third con-
secutive month in August.

In an advisory posted on Monday, CAB 
Executive Director Carmelo L. Arcilla an-
nounced that the passenger and cargo fuel 
surcharge will stay at Level 4.

At Level 4, the CAB matrix permits a fuel 
surcharge per passenger of between P117 and 
P342 for domestic fl ights and from P385.70 to 
P2,867.82 for international fl ights originating 
from the Philippines.

Meanwhile, the cargo fuel surcharge matrix 
allows a per kilogram charge of 60 centavos to 
P1.76 for fl ights within the country depending 
on the distance, and from P1.98 to P14.74 for 
international fl ights.

“For fuel surcharge to be collected in equiv-
alent currency, the applicable conversion rate 
for the same period is $1 = P55.65,” CAB said. 

The CAB has been reducing the fuel sur-
charge since April when it brought it down to 
Level 6 from Level 7 in March, then to Level 
5 in May, and to Level 4 in June. — Justine 
Irish D. Tabile
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