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PROMOTIONS

EVENT VENUE

WINE TRAVEL AGENCY

14/F Net Cube Building,3rd Ave. cor. 30th St. 
Bonifacio Global City, 

Taguig City 1634
Tel.: (02) 479-5419 / (02) 668-8735

Globe: (0917) 874-1326
             (0917) 887-0810
Smart: (0920) 965-9192

acp@cfdreamdestinations.ph
reservations@cfdreamdestinations.ph

If you would like to be listed in this directory, please contact the Circulation Department at 8527 77 77 or e-mail: circ@bworldonline.com

PLAYGROUND

Trampoline Park Philippines

Mayflower St., The Portal, Greenfield 
District, 

Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, 
Philippines 1550

DENTAL

• General Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implant Dentistry
• Minor Oral Surgery
• Orthodontics
• TMJ Orthopedic Dentistry

EUFRED RAMON V. JAVIER, D.M.D

Monday to Saturday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • by 

Unit 203 Minerva Building, National Road, 
Putatan, Muntinlupa City
Telephone: 862-3970 

Mobile: (0917) 887-3785 (ERVJ)
docjvjavier@yahoo.com

EVENT COORDINATOR

No. L-4623-3 Valenzuela St., Old Sta. Mesa, 
Manila, Philippines 

Tel. Nos.: 715-7194 - 98 • 715-6927
Fax.: 715-6947

Mobile: 
(0923) 535-1648
(0915) 659-5180

giasoapmaking@yahoo.com

GIA 
SOAP MAKING

(0923) 535-1648
(0915) 659-5180

giasoapmaking@yahoo.com

Buhangin Davao City - Philippines

HOTEL

FERNANDINA 88 SUITES HOTEL
222 P. Tuazon Blvd., Cubao, Q.C.

Tel.: 911-6965 / 911-3169
www.fernandina88.com.ph

www.fernandinagardensuites.com
www.fernandinatagaytayvilla.com

MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES

FOODS

REVIEW & TUTORIAL CENTER

315 Katipunan Avenue, Loyola Heights, 
Quezon City Tel. No. 925-7544, 929-9145, 

929-7279, 
QC 435-6062 • Makati 815-1307 • Alabang 
659-0085 • SM Fairview 935-0011 • Cainta 
646-8243 • Antipolo 646-8245 • Cebu (032) 

255-2191 • Sta. Rosa (049) 544-1071 

PROPERTY

DATA GATHERINGWORKSHOPS/TRAININGS

Be trained by a team of thought leaders 
and NLP* coaches

Increase your team cohesion, leadership, 
sales and communication skills through 
proven effective tools in learning that started 
in the USA and Singapore

Before-your-eyes transformation through our 
Ultimate Breakthrough Tools™ like firewalking

DOUBLE YOUR BUSINESS RESULTS 
BY FIRING UP YOUR PEOPLE

BOOK US NOW!
Telephone: 275 2090 

Mobile: (0917) 617 9774
info@worldstageinternational.com.ph

✔

✔

✔

worldstageinternational.com.ph

CREATIVE SERVICES

CAFÉ

SOFTWARE and TECHNOLOGY

CONSULTANCY

Unit 45, The District Dasmariñas - 
Ayala Mall, Dasmariñas City, Cavite
Tel: 046 540-6162 • 046 416-6884

Mobile: (0920) 901-9188
E-mail addresses: 

frank.bufi@fsbconsultants.com 
 fsbufi.cpa@gmail.com

FB/www.facebook.com/novellinowines ;  IG/@novellinowines
www.novellinowines.com (02) 310-2063Tel:

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

IT SOLUTIONS 
PROVIDER

+632 831 1079 
aliana@techoneglobal.com

Suite A, 6th Floor, Dao I Condominium, 189 Salcedo St., 
Legazpi Village, Makati City

BEAUTY AND WELLNESS

The FishCoRe project aims to enhance 
fisheries management and production, 
and boost incomes in selected coastal 
communities. 

The TEACEP project, which was ap-
proved by the World Bank last Friday, 
seeks to enhance learning outcomes in 
Mindanao by improving access to quality 
teaching. 

Meanwhile, the MIADP seeks to im-
prove agricultural productivity in Mind-
anao while protecting ancestral domains.

The Finance department said the loan 
deals were signed using a digital sign-
ing platform (DocuSign), which is part 
of the World Bank’s shift to streamline 
business processes through digital tech-
nology. The World Bank will be using 
e-signatures as the default modality for 
the signing of its financing agreements 
starting July 1.

  
DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE LOAN 
Meanwhile, the Philippine government 
is seeking a $300-million loan from the 
World Bank to improve its digital infra-
structure.

“The project development objective 
is to improve broadband connectivity, 
strengthen the resilience of the digital 

environment, and enhance the digital in-
frastructure foundations for government 
service delivery,” the World Bank said in a 
document uploaded on its website. 

The Philippines Digital Infrastructure 
Project is expected to be approved by the 
World Bank board on March 28, 2024. 

“The Philippines’ digital infrastruc-
ture — across dimensions of broadband 
connectivity, data infrastructure, cloud 
services, and cybersecurity — is uneven 
and characterized by gaps in various seg-
ments of the network and fragmentation 
in its overall architecture,” the multilat-
eral lender said.

Over 58 million Filipinos or 52% of the 
population were found to be “internet 
poor,” according to the Internet Poverty 
Index. This is much higher than its re-
gional neighbors such as Malaysia (1%), 
Indonesia (16%), Vietnam (10%) and 
Thailand (5%).

Outside of Luzon, the Visayas (63%) 
and Mindanao (77%) have the highest 
percentage of individuals without inter-
net access.

“The connectivity component of the 
project will make investments in the 
government fiber optic backbone at the 
national level as well as in middle-mile 

and last-mile connectivity, providing in-
ternet access to people and households in 
remote areas in Eastern Mindanao,” the 
World Bank said. 

“The project will activate the entire 
government broadband backbone from 
the North to the South of the country 
connecting to two main international 
landing stations,” it added. 

The Philippine government has pri-
oritized the implementation of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan, which has been 
delayed in the last few years due to lack 
of funding.

“The government’s request for devel-
opment financing is an expression of the 
need to accelerate necessary investments 
in the country’s backbone, middle-mile 
connectivity, and closing remaining last-
mile gaps,” the World Bank said.

The project also aims to ramp up cy-
bersecurity capacity and infrastructure, 
which the World Bank noted are at a “low 
level.”

Last year, the Philippines ranked 61st 

in the Global Cybersecurity Index and 
89th in the E-Government Development 
Index. 

The project aims to strengthen the na-
tional and regional computer emergency  

response teams and enhance govern-
ment capacities, and update legal frame-
works related to cybersecurity.

However, it also noted that improv-
ing cybersecurity will not interfere with 
the privacy and access to information of 
citizens.  

Also, the project aims to strengthen 
the government’s data infrastructure. 
This includes making government data 
centers “cloud-platform hosting ready.”

“The project beneficiaries are citi-
zens and businesses in the Philippines, 
benefiting from higher quality and 
more affordable broadband access in 
the entire country and in previously 
unserved or underserved areas, and 
improved user experiences and lower 
cost of doing business through im-
proved public service delivery,” the 
World Bank added.  

The Department of Information and 
Communications Technology will be the 
lead implementing agency for the project. 

As of 2021, the World Bank was the 
country’s third-largest source of official 
development assistance (ODA), with 
loans and grants representing 24% of to-
tal ODA or $7.66 billion. — Luisa Maria 
Jacinta C. Jocson 

Bjorn Hojgaard, chief executive officer 
of Anglo-Eastern Univan Group, said there 
is a need to improve the working condi-
tions of seafarers.

“I think a problem we do have today is 
the ‘dark fleet.’ I think you know that there 
are almost 1,000 ships sailing around now 
with substandard conditions, no insurance 
and no class and we somehow allow that to 
happen. I think that’s a real menace for the 
men and women serving on board ships,” 
Mr. Hojgaard said.

Improving the working environment 
of the seafarers will allow them to thrive 
and be more productive, he added.

Gabby Bornheim, president of German 
Shipowners’ Association, said the curricu-
lum should be reviewed to make it easier 
for the younger generation to learn.

“We have to look at our curriculums. 
Are we teaching the right matters? … Can 
we make more visible ways of learning 
like e-learning? That’s the way. We have 
to adapt to the needs of the younger gen-
eration, in my view,” said Ms. Bornheim.

Mapua University Chairman and 
President Reynaldo B. Vea said there 
should be opportunities for seafarers 
to continue their education even while 
they’re on-board ships.


