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THE Department of Health 
(DoH) will consider allowing 
nursing graduates still awaiting 
licensing to work in government 
hospitals, the new Health Secre-
tary said on Thursday.

“We have several nurses that 
haven’t passed the board examina-
tions and don’t have a  licenses. 
In the government, you cannot 
work without a license, but I’m 
willing to take them if they have a 
diploma,” newly appointed Health 
Secretary Teodoro J. Herbosa told 
ABS-CBN News Channel. 

Under the proposal, nursing 
graduates will be given time — 
possibly fi ve years — to take and 
pass the licensure examination 

while employed, Mr. Herbosa 
said. 

“I’ll make them eligible so if 
you have a diploma from an ac-
credited school, I’ll give you  a 
period of time to pass it. This is 
 same in the US, (which accepts) 
board-eligible nursing graduates. 
They give them fi ve years to pass 
the exam,” he said.

He said that the DoH might 
even invest in mentoring gradu-
ates to pass the board exam.

Mr. Herbosa said he still needs 
to consult with the Professional 
Regulation Commission whether 
the law needs to be revised before 
unlicensed nursing graduates can 
be employed.

Government hospitals have a 
shortage of about 4,000 nurses, 
Mr. Herbosa noted. 

“Board-eligible (nursing gradu-
ates find work) as fl ight attendants 
in big airlines, I see them in call cen-
ters,” he said. “They should be… tak-
ing care of sick people, they should 
be (practicing in) rural areas.”

About 40% to 50% of nurses 
in private hospitals have quit in 
the past two years due to dissatis-
faction with salaries, the Private 
Hospitals Association of the Phil-
ippines, Inc. has said.

While acknowledging the right 
of health workers to leave the 
country to pursue opportunity, 
Mr. Herbosa said the government 

should address their concerns to 
encourage them to stay.

“The right to a better life is 
embodied in our Constitution. 
If a nurse wants to go abroad to 
get a salary that I cannot give, I 
shouldn’t stop that person be-
cause I should look at why I can-
not pay the same amount,” he 
said. “I will (pursue solutions) to 
make them stay.”

As of December, the monthly 
salary for nurses in private hospi-
tals averaged P12,000, while those 
working in the public sector were 
receiving an average of P35,097, 
according to Filipino Nurses 
United. — Kyle Aristophere T. 
Atienza

Nurses awaiting licensing
eyed for gov’t hospital work

Proposal to NEDA will serve as ‘baseline’ for privatizing
NAIA; meeting with unsolicited proponents due next week
THE Department of Transporta-
tion (DoTr) said the proposal to 
privatize the Ninoy Aquino Inter-
national Airport (NAIA) currently 
with the National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA) 
will serve as the “baseline” for the 
levels of investment the govern-
ment expects to be sunk into the 
international gateway.

Transport Undersecretary for 
Aviation and Airports Roberto C.O. 
Lim said in a briefi ng on Thursday 
that the government could issue 
a bid invitation by September 
should NEDA approve, adding 
that an unsolicited proposal for 
NAIA submitted by a consortium 
has yet to be evaluated.

“We are just about to start 
studying the unsolicited proposal, 
as it is a very comprehensive pro-
posal and it also needs to comply 
with the requirements stipulated 
in the Build- Operate-Transfer 
law,” he said. 

“We will be meeting (the con-
sortium behind the unsolicited 

proposal) next week with some 
preliminary questions …. Clearly, 
the unsolicited proposal is not 
identical to the basic terms and 
conditions that we have sub-
mitted to NEDA, (which sets) a 
baseline for what we believe are 
the investments needed for the 
public-private partnership for 
NAIA,” he added.

In April, the Manila Interna-
tional Airport Consortium, con-
sisting of six Philippine conglom-
erates and Global Infrastructure 
Partners (GIP), submitted an 
unsolicited proposal valued at 
P100 billion.

The consortium is composed 
of Aboitiz Infracapital, Inc., AC 
Infrastructure Holdings Corp., 
Asia’s Emerging Dragon Corp., 
Alliance Global – Infracorp De-
velopment, Inc., Filinvest Devel-
opment Corp., JG Summit Infra-
structure Holdings Corp. and GIP, 
an investment fund.

The DoTr and the Manila 
International Airport Author-

ity also submitted a solicited pro-
posal to privatize the airport last 
week which will involve capital 
investment of P141 billion.

Once NEDA approval is ob-
tained, Mr. Lim said, the govern-
ment could publish the invitation 
to bid and participate in the priva-
tization exercise by September.

“If we get NEDA approval, let’s 
say in a month or in a month and a 
half, by September we can publish 
the invitation and those who want 
to participate can acquire the kit 
that will define what (they will) 
need to do and to submit,” Mr. 
Lim said. 

Mr. Lim said on Wednesday 
that the privatization of the NAIA 
could kick o�  by the fi rst quarter 
of next year.

“If we are to use an aggressive 
timeline, I think we can have a 
result announced, the selection of 
winning bidder, by the fi rst quar-
ter of next year,” he said. 

“Remember, there is a long 
process of selection; there is a 

tech assessment and there will be 
negotiations. This is an estimate 
we believe is doable,” he added.

Mr. Lim said that the DoTr has 
yet to talk with any private group 
for the solicited proposal as it is still 
waiting for the approval of NEDA.

“For the solicited mode, we 
have not yet talked to anybody 
because we are waiting for the 
NEDA to give its approval so that 
we can prepare the comprehen-
sive kit that will be available when 
we publish in the newspaper an 
invitation for public bid for the 
concession of NAIA,” he said.

The public-private partner-
ship project will make operations 
at the airport more e�  cient, said 
Mr. Lim.

“It can lead to a faster rate of 
investment in modernizing the 
facility so that we can really in-
troduce the innovations and the 
technology that are needed just 
for NAIA to level up along with 
our neighbors’ airports,” he said. 
— Justine Irish D. Tabile

THE tuna industry said the gov-
ernment needs to lift the suspen-
sion of an order requiring moni-
toring devices on commercial 
vessels, in order to avert a ban on 
Philippine tuna by the European 
Union (EU).

In a statement, the Philip-
pines Tuna Handline Partnership 
(PTHP) said that the suspension 
order may affect the status of 
Philippine tuna, after the indus-
try was recently awarded the Ma-
rine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
certifi cation.

“Ours are the fi rst ever fi shery 
in the Philippines to be certi-
fi ed under the MSC standard, an 
achievement that is in line with 
President Marcos’ goal of bring-
ing prosperity and self-su�  cien-
cy to our nation,” Atenogenes B. 
Reaso, chairman of the Gulf of 
Lagonoy Tuna Fishers Federa-
tion, Inc., said.

“We are worried that the sus-
pension of vessel monitoring 
measures to ensure transparency 
in fi sheries will put our tuna ex-
ports at risk,” he added.

The EU requires preferred 
trading partners to comply with a 
number of international treaties, 
including one restricting Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unrestricted 
Fishing.

The PTHP earned its fi rst MSC 
certifi cation in October 2021 af-
ter a decade of compliance with 
international best practices. 

In March, the Palace suspended 
the Vessel Monitoring Measures 
(VVM) for commercial fishing 
vessels under Fisheries Adminis-
trative Order (FAO) No. 266 in a 
memorandum signed by Executive 
Secretary Lucas Bersamin.

The memo directed the De-
partment of Agriculture’s Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR) “to hold in abeyance 
the implementation of FAO No. 
266 nationwide, pending the fi nal 
resolution over its constitutional-
ity by the Supreme Court.” 

FAO No. 266 requires that no 
fi shing activity take place without 
complying with the vessel moni-
toring measures set by BFAR and 
local government units.

“This issue is very concerning. 
Our exports and those of other fi sh 
processors will be a� ected should 
the Philippines be red or yellow 
carded once again,”according to 
Jinky Rabano of the Philippine 
Association of Tuna Processors, 
Inc.

Environmental group Oceana 
reiterated its concern that the 
Philippines may face another yel-
low card warning from the EU, the 
country’s biggest market for fi sh 
and seafood products.

“VMM is also a tool specifi cally 
required to be established in our 
country to ensure the sustain-
able use of our marine resources,” 
Oceana Acting Vice-President 
Rose Liza Osorio said.

“This recent move by the gov-
ernment suspending the vessel 
monitoring rules contravenes 
not just our own law but even our 
commitments under various in-
ternational agreements to ensure 
transparency and traceability,” 
she added.

The Philippines was issued a 
yellow card by the EU in 2014, 
which was lifted after the pas-
sage of Republic Act No. 10654 
or the Amended Fisheries Code. 
— Sheldeen Joy Talavera

Tuna industry fears freeze
on vessel monitoring could
trigger European sanctions

THE PHILIPPINES is seeking 
a $300-million loan from the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) to fund fi nancial 
inclusion projects, the Beijing-
based bank said.

The AIIB said on its website 
that the loan will help the Philip-
pines leverage its national ID sys-
tem to expand fi nancial inclusion 
and expand the digital payments 
ecosystem.

The program also aims to re-
duce inequalities in women’s ac-
cess to fi nance. 

The AIIB said the loan will be 
co-fi nanced by the Asian Devel-
opment Bank.

The Philippines is seeking 
to update the National Strategy 
for Financial Inclusion 2022-
2 0 2 8  w i t h  g e n d e r - f o c u s e d 
targets, as well as the approval 
of  the Financial  Consumer 
Protection Act and other key 
legislation.

The fi nancing will also support 
the Rural Bank Strengthening 

Program with targeted programs 
for female entrepreneurs. 

AIIB also noted an Insurance 
Commission circular requiring 
the collection of sex-separated 
data to ensure e� ective inclusion 
of women in microinsurance.

The loan will also support a De-
partment of Trade and Industry pro-
gram to compile a database of wom-
en-owned and -led micro-, small-, 
and medium-sized enterprises.

The inclusion programs also 
support expanded financial 
services in Muslim Mindanao 
through the creation of a Shari’ah 
Supervisory Board. The loan will 
also fund capacity-development 
activities for Islamic banking.

The loan supplements a pro-
gram which began in October 
2018 to scale up the use of digital 
financial services, and another 
in August 2020 which sought to 
implement a national identity 
system and strengthen consumer 
protection and literacy. — Aaron 
Michael C. Sy

PHL to seek  $300-million 
AIIB loan for financial 
inclusion projects

THE National Food Authority (NFA) said the 
rice distributed as an allowance to teachers 
has passed quality tests, after a legislator al-
leged that the grain was of poor quality. 

In a statement late Wednesday, the NFA’s 
Central Luzon (Region III) o�  ce said labora-
tory tests found the rice to be “edible, in good 
condition, and safe for human consumption.”

The regional o�  ce added that it has not 
received complaints about the rice.

On Tuesday, House Deputy Minority 
Leader and ACT Teachers’ Party-list Rep. 
France L. Castro said she wants an inves-
tigation of reports that rice distributed in 
Nueva Ecija, Mindoro, Bacolod City, and 
Zamboanga del Norte was “inedible.” 

She said the rice was supposed to be dis-
tributed last year. Many teachers have yet to 
receive their rice allowances despite being 
asked to sign an acknowledgement receipt, 
she said.

The NFA Region III o�  ce said rice is typically 
released after being certified as being of good 
quality and exact weight by a receiving agency.

“The focal person of each agency-benefi -
ciary is requested to witness the actual rice 
issuance to confirm the quality and exact 
quantity in bags and in weight based on 
the provided number of qualified agency-
benefi ciaries,” it said.

NFA Administrator Roderico R. Bioco 
said the procedure for releasing rice also 

involves laboratory analysis to ensure qual-
ity and safety.

“We have distributed (over) 300,000 
sacks and so far, we received no requests for 
replacement or verifi ed complaints,” he said.

The agency noted that any smells may be 
the result of the period of storage for some 
rice held by the NFA as bu� er stock.

In an administrative order signed by 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr., in De-
cember, all government employees, includ-
ing public school teachers, are entitled to a 
one-time rice allowance.

The Department of Budget and Manage-
ment released P1.18 billion for the program 
in April. — Sheldeen Joy Talavera

NFA: Rice given to teachers passes quality checks

THE Department of Agriculture 
(DA) has lifted a ban on poultry 
products from the US state of 
Minnesota as well as the Nether-
lands, after birds there were de-
clared free of H5N1 Highly Patho-
genic Avian Infl uenza (HPAI).

In a separate memorandum 
order, the DA once again al-
lowed the entry of domestic and 
wild birds and their products 
including poultry meat, day-old 
chicks, eggs and semen from 
both locations.

“Based on the evaluation of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA), 
the risk of contamination from 
importing poultry meat, day-old 
chicks, egg and semen is negli-
gible,” according to the orders, 
signed by Senior Undersecretary 
Domingo F. Panganiban.

The ban on imports from Min-
nesota was imposed by former 
Agriculture Secretary William D. 
Dar on April 7, 2022, which also 
covered the US states of Missouri, 
South Dakota, North Dakota, and 
Iowa, following the confi rmation 
of outbreaks there by the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories.

Philippine and American 
veterinary authorities agreed in 
2016 that “a state-wide ban shall 
only be imposed if there are three 
or more countries affected with 
HPAI in one state.”

Meanwhile, the poultry ban 
on the Netherlands was issued on 

Nov. 12,  2021 based on a report 
submitted to the World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health (WOAH) 
on Oct. 28,  2021 of an outbreak in 
Zeewolde, in the Dutch province 
of Flevoland.

The temporary ban also cov-
ered live cattle, meat products, 
and processed animal proteins 
derived from cattle. This specifi c 
ban was lifted on March 28 after 
the Netherlands was declared 
free of mad cow disease.

The DA procedure for lifting 
bans is based on o�  cial self-decla-
ration reports sent to the WOAH 
and supporting documents sub-
mitted by the US Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service.

“All import transactions of the 
above commodities shall be in 
accordance  in existing rules and 
regulations of the DA,” the memo 
said.

Meat Importers and Traders 
Association President Emeritus 
Jesus C. Cham said that “any ad-
ditional origins that become ap-
proved will add to the supply, not 
only for meat traders but as well 
for meat processors.”

“We continue to exhort the 
government to adopt the region-
alization principles of the World 
Organization for Animal Health 
and approve more origins,” he said 
in a Viber message. — Sheldeen 
Joy Talavera

Ban on US, Dutch 
poultry imports lifted
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