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SEC steps up efforts to 
adopt digital technology

Toyota launches the Zenix
TOYOTA Motor Philippines Corp. 
(TMP) has launched the all-new 
Zenix hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) 
to bolster its o� erings for the multi-
purpose vehicle (MPV) segment.  

The Japanese car brand said in 
a statement on Thursday that the 
seven-seater Zenix comes in two 
variants: the 2.0 Q hybrid CVT 
priced at P1.953 million, and the 
2.0 V gasoline CVT priced at P1.67 
million. The vehicle is now avail-
able in all 72 Toyota dealerships 
across the country.  

The Zenix is the latest addition 
to TMP’s hybrid vehicle lineup, 
which consists of the Corolla Altis, 
Corolla Cross, Camry, and RAV4. 

“Our customers have been 
waiting for a hybrid option that is 
perfect for more sustainable rides 
for the whole family, and so we are 
very proud to welcome this newest 
model in our MPV category,” TMP 
First Vice-President for Vehicle 
Sales Operations Danny Cruz said.  

The HEV variant comes in 
18-inch alloy wheels while the 
gasoline variant has 17-inch al-
loy wheels. Both variants have a 
push-start ignition system and 
smart entry for easier access.  

Inside, the features of the 
Zenix include a dashboard with 
a 7-inch Thin Film Transistor 
Multi-Info Display and a 10.1-

inch Display Audio with wireless 
Apple Carplay and Android Auto.  

The new model also comes 
with an electronic parking brake, 
while the HEV variant also has 
captain seats with a power otto-
man, power recline, side table, 
and ambient lighting.  

The Zenix also comes with the 
latest Toyota Safety Sense, which 
has safety features such as a pre-
collision system, lane departure 
alert, and dynamic radar cruise 
control. It also has active safety 
features such as an anti-lock brake 
system and vehicle stability control. 

“Positioned to bring the 
electrified mobility experience 
to modern Filipino families, the 
all-new Zenix is a versatile ve-
hicle with a self-charging hybrid 
system, combining the comfort, 
spaciousness, and reliability of 
a Toyota family carrier with the 
benefits of an advanced energy-
efficient ride, with a quiet drive 
and lesser emissions,” TMP said.  

The available colors of the 
Zenix HEV variant include Plati-
num White Pearl Mica, Blackish 
Brown Mica, and Dark Steel Mica, 
while the gasoline variant comes 
in Platinum White Pearl Mica, 
Silver Metallic, Gray Metallic, 
and Attitude Black Mica. — Revin 
Mikhael D. Ochave

THE SECURITIES and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) on Thursday 
launched digital technology initia-
tives in line with its program for the 
capital market and the administra-
tion’s move towards e-governance.

“We will launch a wave of digital 
initiatives… consisting of the e-
SEARCH, eSECURE, eRAMP, SEC 
API Marketplace, and SEC Check-
App 2.0,” SEC Chairman Emilio B. 
Aquino said during the commis-
sion’s 85th anniversary celebration.

He added the commission has 
now been acknowledged as a “digi-
tal leader and an ease of doing busi-
ness champion” through its e� orts 
in leveraging digital technologies.

Through its Electronic SEC 
Universal Registration Environ-
ment (eSECURE) clients can 
access SEC online services in a 
single platform. The platform 
electronically authenticates the 
identity of clients, preventing un-
authorized access to confi dential 
company information.

“It works against the perpe-
tration of investment scams and 
money laundering activities, as 
well as improves fi nancial integ-
rity and readily exacts account-
ability,” the SEC said.

The commission’s Electronic 
SEC Education, Analysis, and 
Research Computing Hub (e-
SEARCH) platform will allow the 
public to purchase and download 
SEC documents online.

“Investment evaluation and 
vetting of contracting parties can 
be commenced in just a couple of 
minutes,” the regulator said.

Its SEC API Marketplace 
hastens the availing of financial 
services and addresses consumer 
protection concerns by allowing 
the direct sending and ingestion of 
data without the need for encoding.

Additionally, its Electronic 
Registry Application for Market 
Participants (eRAMP) service 
will allow investors and capital 
market institutions to process 
applications for registration, pay-
ment of annual fees, and other 
notifi cation requirements.

The platform also acts as an 
online registry of all capital mar-
ket participants and institutions 
that are registered with the SEC.

The commission also launched 
the updated version of its mobile 
application SEC CheckApp 2.0 
where users can confi rm the valid-
ity of investment opportunities, 
check the availability of a com-
pany name, and provide a 24/7 
customer care online assistant.

Meanwhile, the commission 
launched its Securing and Ex-
panding Capital for Farms and 
Agribusiness Related Moderniza-
tion Schemes or SEC Farms pro-
gram, which can help farm-based 
companies to fund their agricul-
tural projects by selling securities 
through simplified registration. 
The companies may raise up to 

P500 million per project under 
the program.

“It is envisioned to help over-
seas Filipino workers (OFWs), 
who are notoriously targeted by 
scammers into investing their 
hard-earned money into fraudu-
lent investment schemes, to avail 
of sound and legitimate invest-
ments available in the market,” 
the commission earlier said.

 
‘PROMOTE EASE OF DOING 
BUSINESS’
Meanwhile, President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos, Jr. on Thursday urged 
the SEC to help the government 
in making the Philippines an in-
vestment hub by promoting ease 
of doing business and expanding 
its digitalization e� orts.

“I call on the good people that 
make up the SEC: Let us use all 
the successes to further promote 
ease of doing business and to ac-
tively contribute to our overall 
goal of bringing a comfortable life 
to our people,” he said in a speech 
for the SEC anniversary.

Mr. Marcos also asked the SEC 
to expand the digitalization of its 
services and “further invigorate its 
advocacy for sustainable finance 
and good corporate governance.”

“I know that I can count on each 
of you to help promote our coun-
try as an investment destination — 
one that is safe, that is orderly, and 
proactive,” he said, “and one that 
can uphold the rights and welfare 
of our investors and consumers to 
their mutual benefi ts.”

Mr. Marcos said the govern-
ment will boost its monitoring 
of digital transactions amid the 
threats posed by artificial intel-
ligence (AI), which he said is now 
being used in investment scams. 

“We have to continue strength-
ening our capabilities when it 
comes to this. This is not a prob-
lem that is exclusive to the Philip-
pines alone and that is some of the 
danger that people are starting to 
use AI, people are starting to use 
all the new very powerful tools 
that are available to be used on 
the social media or on the inter-
net in general,” he told reporters 
when asked how the government 
will address investment scams. 

Mr. Marcos admitted that 
authorities struggle with fi nding 
scammers who are not in identi-
fiable offices or establishments 
while they operate.

“These are people sitting in 
somebody’s basement with a com-
puter, which they can just shut 
down, sell away, buy a new one, and 
keep going. So, that’s the trouble 
that we are fi nding now,” he said.

“If the public is aware and 
knows and is able to spot because 
of the way that these scams are 
presented, then that is the best 
defense that we have,” Mr. Mar-
cos said. — Adrian H. Halili and 
Kyle Aristophere Atienza 


