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Telcos struggle to meet SIM registration deadline 
SMART Communications, Inc., the 
wireless subsidiary of PLDT Inc., said 
on Wednesday that extending the reg-
istration period for subscriber identity 
modules (SIM) is needed to give sub-
scribers more time to obtain govern-
ment-issued identifi cation cards (IDs). 

“While we have led in the number of 
registrations to date with about 46% of 
our total number of subscribers already 
registered, which is higher than industry 
average, we see the need to give subscrib-
ers more time to secure the government 
IDs required to register their SIMs,” said 
Catherine Y. Yang, first vice-president 
and head of group corporate communi-
cations of PLDT and Smart. 

Smart released a statement an-
nouncing its plan to submit a formal 
letter of request to the National Tele-
communications Commission (NTC) 
and the Department of Information and 
Communication Technology (DICT) 
to extend the deadline, currently set 
for April 26, of the SIM registration 
process. 

Globe Telecom, Inc. said on Tuesday 
that the low count of registrations was due 
to the shortage of government-issued IDs. 

The Ayala-led telco has proposed 
expanding the acceptable forms of 
identifi cation for registration and the 
implementation of conditional regis-
tration. 

“I think these suggestions could be rea-
sonable,”    DICT Assistant Secretary for 
CyberSecurity and Upskilling Je� rey Ian 
C. Dy told BusinessWorld on Wednesday. 

“What we can really do is to talk with 
the telecommunication companies, and 
if they have suggestions, they can write 
a position letter and send it to our o�  ce 
addressed to the Secretary,” he added. 

“Maybe we can expand the identi-
fi cation cards that can be presented. I 
also think school IDs could be included 
with the aid of the registration form.” 

According to Mr. Dy, the DICT, NTC, 
and representatives of the telecommu-

nication companies are set to have a 
meeting on Friday. 

The DICT, under Republic Act 11934 
or the SIM Registration Act, has the pre-
rogative to extend the SIM registration 
process for another 120 days. 

“There is no policy yet for extension. 
It is currently being discussed and we 
are mindful of the April 26 deadline 
vis-a-vis the very low adoption or regis-
tration statistics,” Mr. Dy said. 

At the same time, he expressed con-
cern that if the department extends the 
registration deadline, unregistered sub-
scribers may become more complacent. 

“If we will extend it, perhaps we will 
extend it for a short period of time but 
we want to avoid complacency. We are 
still discussing it, we will have to discuss 
it too with the NTC,” he added. Accord-
ing to the DICT’s latest records on April 
11, 66.22 million SIMs have been regis-
tered, representing 39.41% of the total 
number of subscribers in the country. 

Of the total registered SIMs, 32.93 
million were from Smart, 28.33 million 
from Globe, and 4.95 million from DITO 
Telecommunity Corp.  

Meanwhile, Terry L. Ridon, public in-
vestment analyst and convenor of think 
tank InfraWatch PH, said that the gov-
ernment should extend full liberality to 
the public and allow the extension of SIM 
registration beyond its current deadline.  

“However, without new rules re-
laxing registration requirements, the 
documentary requirements in both 
law and implementing rules should be 
maintained,” Mr. Ridon said.   

He added that Congress should look 
at the ongoing results of SIM registra-
tion “if it is achieving its purpose.”  

“Currently, the public continues to 
receive spam texts, particularly from 
online gaming outfi ts based in the Phil-
ippines. If SIM registration were in the 
least bit successful, there should be no 
SMS spams by now,” he said. — Justine 
Irish D. Tabile

EEI board approves  
P1 billion more 
investment in unit
LISTED construction compa-
ny EEI Corp. (EEI) on Wednes-
day said its board of directors 
had given the green light for an 
additional investment of P1.29 
billion to be made to EEI Ltd.

In a disclosure to the stock 
exchange, EEI said the invest-
ment to its wholly owned sub-
sidiary will provide funding 
for both its ongoing and future 
projects.

EEI is primarily engaged in 
construction of power gener-
ating facilities, oil refineries, 
chemical production plants, 
rails, ports, expressways, and 
high-rise towers.

EEI  Ltd. was formed to ex-
pand the company’s construc-
tion business overseas.

L a st  m o n t h ,   E E I ’s  a n -
other wholly owned sub-
sidiary,  EEI  Power Corp., 
through a consortium with 
Soosan ENS Co. Ltd., Soosan 

Industries Co., Ltd. and Ma-
palad Power Corp., was one of 
the seven qualified bidders for 
the 165-megawatt Casecnan 
hydroelectric power plant in 
Nueva Ecija.

State-led Power Sector As-
sets and Liabilities Manage-
ment Corp. (PSALM) previous-
ly said that it had trimmed the 
number of qualified bidders 
for the Casecnan hydroelectric 
power plant to seven from the 
initial 14.

PSALM is the agency tasked 
to privatize state power assets. 
It said earlier that the asset, 
which has a limited water im-
pounding area, is being priva-
tized on an “as is, where is” and 
cash basis.

At the local bourse on 
Wednesday, shares in  EEI  de-
clined by two centavos or 0.73% 
to end at P2.72 per share. — 
Ashley Erika O. Jose

EMPERADOR, Inc. announced on Wednes-
day that its net income for 2022 had increased 
slightly to P10.1 billion from P10 billion in the 
previous year, attributed to a rise in sales in its 
brandy and whisky segments. 

“Despite posting a relatively fl at net profi t 
last year, the company still managed to show 
profi tability amid disruptions in global logis-
tics and high infl ation rates,” the 
company said in a statement. 

“This can be attributed to 
the diversity of Emperador’s 
product portfolio, with its 
wide array of iconic and 
sought-after whisky and 
brandy products that 
are available in over 100 
countries worldwide,” 
it added. 

Revenues for 2022 
totaled P62.8 billion, 
up 12.3% from P55.9 
billion the previous year. 

“We achieved top line 
growth to end the year with 
a banner performance in 2022 
despite the challenges posed by high in-
flation, and supply chain and 
logistics issues,” Emperador 
President and Chief Execu-
tive O�  cer Winston S. Co said. 

He also said that the company’s interna-
tional business remained robust despite last 
year’s volatility, driven by high demand for its 
whisky segment. 

“We look forward to an even better perfor-
mance in 2023,” Mr. Co added. 

The company reported that its whisky seg-
ment performed well last year due to increased 

sales of its single malt whiskies 
in major global markets, 

particularly in Asia, North 
America, and Europe. The 

recovery of travel retail 
also contributed to the 
segment’s performance. 

Emperador is a global 
spirits conglomerate 
focused on brandy and 
whisky. It owns Whyte 
and Mackay and other 
brands including Fun-

d a d o r  B r a n d y,  T h e 
Dalmore, Jura, and Tam-

navulin single malt Scotch 
whiskies. 

The company is listed on the 
Philippine Stock Exchange and Singapore 

Securities Exchange. 
Emperor shares closed 

0.24% higher at P21 apiece on 
Wednesday. — Adrian H. Halili

RLC targets millennials with 4th building in Sierra Valley Gardens  
ROBINSONS Land Corp.’s (RLC) residential divi-
sion, RLC Residences, announced on Wednes-
day the launch of its fourth condominium 
building in Sierra Valley Gardens along Ortigas 
Avenue in Cainta, Rizal. 

“[The] fourth building [has the goal of] 
empowering more young professionals to make 
their smart move through real estate invest-
ment,” RLC Residences said in a statement. 

Citing a study conducted by online property 
portal Lamudi, RLC Residences said that there 
has been a rise in the number of millennials 
searching for condominiums online. 

“This age group is now entering their prime 
years for home buying and has an increased 

desire to manage their fi nances through invest-
ments that can generate income,” it said. 

The Sierra Valley Gardens o� ers city views, 
access to amenities, and proximity to daily 
necessities, according to the company. 

The high-rise residential condominium 
project features “well-spaced studio, one-, and 
two-bedroom units with balcony options.” 

The latest building in Sierra Valley Gardens 
o� ers millennials the opportunity to invest in 
one of its units for as low as P4 million, the 
company said. 

The units in the condominium project range 
from 22 to 66 square meters, o� ering a range of 
options based on space requirements. 

“These units are equipped with smart home 
features including Smart Lock, Audio-Video 
Intercom, Smart Switch, and Infrared Emitter —  
all o� ering a high level of convenience, energy 
e�  ciency, security, cost savings, increased home 
value, and sustainability,” RLC Residences said. 

The company noted that the Sierra Valley 
Gardens previously won the Best Sustainable 
Residential Development award at the DOT 
Property Southeast Asia Awards 2022, held in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

At the same time, the company said its Sierra 
Valley Gardens o� ers numerous indoor and 
outdoor amenities intended to assist residents in 
achieving their professional, fi tness, and wellness 

objectives. These include a three-level clubhouse, 
function rooms, game room, fi tness center and 
dance studio, work/study area, lap pool, jogging 
trail, and landscaped areas, among others. 

“In designing Sierra Valley Gardens, we 
envisioned a property that millennials will be 
proud to call their smart investment,” RLC Resi-
dences Marketing Head and Chief Integration 
O�  cer Karen Cesario said. 

“That’s why we incorporated all these fea-
tures, because these are helpful in ensuring that 
this asset will exponentially grow with them in 
the coming years, until such time that Sierra 
Valley Gardens is fully built and ready to live in,” 
she added. — Adrian H. Halili

Emperador bullish for 2023 after 
prior year’s growth amid challenges 
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