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FISHERFOLK have asked the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
to revoke the environmental compliance cer-
tificate (ECC) granted for the two dredging 
projects in Cavite, citing the impact on their 
livelihood.

“Since the beginning of dredging in the mu-
nicipal waters of Naic in 2021, fi shermen’s income 

has dramatically decreased to only an estimated 
P300 for two days of fi shing,” Fernando L. Hicap, 
chairman of the Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang 
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (PAMALAKAYA), said 
in a statement.

According to PAMALAKAYA, Silverquest Min-
ing Resources, Inc. received an ECC for a seabed 
quarry project in 2021.

The project covers 2,214 hectares of municipal 
waters o�  Ternate and Naic, Cavite.

Another clearance was issued to Dutch 
dredging fi rm Royal Boskalis Westminster N.V. 
(Boskalis) in Rosario, Cavite, PAMALAKAYA said.

Both activities support the reclamation 
and development projects conducted within 
Manila Bay.

According to Mr. Hicap, the dredging has 
resulted in reduced catches of common whiting 
(asohos), red sea bream (besugo), and blue crab 
(alimasag) due to the noise and pollution caused 
by dredging.

Citing a study by the Ecosystems Research 
and Development Bureau, a research arm 
of the DENR, Mr. Hicap said that nearly 72% 

of coral reefs in Cavite are under threat of 
destruction.

He also claimed no public consultation was 
conducted before the dredging projects were 
approved.

The DENR was asked to comment but had 
not replied at the deadline. — Sheldeen Joy 
Talavera

Fisherfolk seek cancellation of Cavite dredging environmental clearance

Funding for free WiFi in remote 
areas hits P2.5 billion in 2023
INFORMATION and Communications Technol-
ogy Secretary Ivan John E. Uy said his department 
has about P2.5 billion this year to roll out free 
WiFi services in remote parts of the Philippines. 

“For this year, the total free WiFi or Broad-
band ng Masa (budget), everything is I think 
around two and a half billion,” Mr. Uy told 
BusinessWorld on the sidelines of the project 
launch in Antique Province.

On March 3, the Department of Informa-
tion and Communications Technology (DICT) 
and Senate President Pro Tempore Loren B. 
Legarda launched Broadband ng Masa in An-
tique across six sites within the campus of the 
University of Antique, as well as in Barangay 
Calo-oy in Sibalom. 

For 2023, the DICT plans to increase the 
number of activated WiFi sites in Antique to 

150 which will be located in: the university’s 
Sibalom, Tario Lim Memorial, Libertad, Caluya, 
and Hamtic campuses and in 145 barangays. 

“I am glad that the DICT, headed by Sec-
retary Ivan John Uy, heeded our call to bring 
the Broadband ng Masa program to Antique 
to install WiFi sites in the di� erent University 
of Antique campuses, and in other parts of the 
province, including in indigenous community 
areas,” Ms. Legarda said. 

Next year, Ms. Legarda said the goal is to 
install free WiFi sites in the remaining baran-
gays of Antique province.

“By 2024, (we will pursue) full digitaliza-
tion of the whole of Antique, for all of the 590 
barangays,” she said. 

The free WiFi service will be implemented 
via a combination of fiber optic and terrestrial 

wireless-based high-speed internet service 
starting in San Jose de Buenavista, the provin-
cial capital, and Libertad. 

According to Mr. Uy, the next installa-
tions of the free WiFi sites will “depend on 
where we have the funding to proceed,” Mr. 
Uy said. 

Antique is the first province on Panay Is-
land to be connected through the Broadband 
ng Masa project.

Mr. Uy said that the DICT is looking to 
impose restriction on free WiFi use.

These include a cap on downloads and 
blocks on pornographic and gambling sites.

“ We are already developing all those 
capabilities to manage the WiFi sites. Right 
now, we are still assessing,” Mr. Uy said. — 
Justine Irish D. Tabile

THE Department of Energy 
(DoE) said it will “guide” the 
liquefi ed petroleum gas (LPG) 
industry in complying with the 
law to discourage the spread of 
counterfeit LPG products and 
deter unsafe practices.

“We need to be more percep-
tive of the demands of the LPG 
industry. We, at the Department, 
will ensure proper facilitation 
and monitoring of the indus-
try and guide the LPG industry 
participants in understanding 
the objectives of the law for the 
benefi t of our consumers,” Ales-
sandro O. Sales, Energy under-
secretary said during the LPG 
summit on Friday.

According to the DoE, LPG 
demand in 2021 was 3,272 mil-
lion liters (ML), up 3.5%.

The DoE has yet to release 
LPG demand estimates for 
2022. Sales in the nine months 
to September hit at 2,431 ML.

“With its high demand, the 
LPG industry has signifi cantly 
widened its market, but some 
of its participants are engaging 
in unfair and unsafe trade prac-
tices, impairing consumers and 
to a full extent, causing nega-
tive externalities to society,” the 
DoE said in a statement.

The Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion tallied 1,254 fi re incidents 
between 2010 and 2021 linked 
to LPG use.

“Although small in number, 
the gravity to property and lives 
is enormous. This is the very rea-
son why the government puts 
safety as the major focus in the 
business of LPG,” the DoE said.

The LPG Industry Regulation 
Act or Republic Act No. 11592 
includes an LPG Cylinder Im-
provement Program to ensure 
withdrawal from the market of 
unsafe cylinders to minimize 
LPG-related explosions and fi res.

Mr. Sales said the DoE will 
phase out generic and un-
marked cylinders and impose 
sanctions on illegal refi llers.

The DoE and Department 
of Trade and Industry released 
a joint department circular to 
strengthen the DoE’s authority 
to issue licenses for DoE-regu-
lated LPG industry participants.

The DoE said the LPG Cyl-
inder Exchange, Swapping, and 
Improvement Programs, and its 
Implementing Guidelines will 
allow the department to suspend 
operations and recommend re-
vocation of licenses of violators. 
— Ashley Erika O. Jose

DoE still wary of unsafe
LPG industry practices

THE Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI) said the competitiveness of Philip-
pine exports will depend on whether 
industry achieves appropriate scale 
while remaining sustainable. 

Trade Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual 
said at an event organized by the Center 
for International Trade Expositions and 
Missions (CITEM) in Taguig City last 
week that apart from achieving scale, 

industry should also pursue higher 
value-added export activities. 

“Industry development requires 
a shift in our mindset, from sim-
ply promoting existing profitable 
products and services to promoting 
and highlighting our capabilities. 
Industry development is the best way 
to deliver exporting breakthroughs,” 
Mr. Pascual said.  

Mr. Pascual said that the country 
seeks to grab a bigger share of the 
global market, adding that the DTI will 
seek to expand the market reach of 
Philippine-made products. 

He said the DTI will lead e� orts to 
raise quality levels to make Philippine 
products more competitive globally.  

“The DTI is devoted to creating an 
inclusive, sustainable, and resilient indus-

trial policy, which contributes to building 
a competitive economy. This includes 
nurturing micro, small, and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) to develop world-class 
products and giving them a spotlight on 
the international market,” Mr. Pascual said.    

The Philippine Statistics Authority 
reported in January that export earnings 
rose 5.6% to $78.84 billion in 2022. — 
Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 

Export ‘breakthrough’ seen depending on industry achieving scale 


