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ARCHITECT Felino A. Palafox, Jr. will be the 
chairman of the 49th Philippine Business Con-
ference and Expo (PBC&E) which will be held 
in October, Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PCCI) said.

In a statement on Sunday, the PCCI 
said that Mr. Palafox will lead the annual 
business event that gathers policymakers, 
business leaders, diplomats, academe, 
and micro, small, and medium enter-
prises to discuss issues and create policy 
recommendations that will help create 

a sustainable and resilient business 
environment.  

The 49th PBC&E will have the theme “Vi-
sion 2050: The Philippines — A First World 
Economy.” It will be held from Oct. 25 to 26 
at the Manila Hotel in Manila City.  

“I am deeply honored for the trust of my 
colleagues in PCCI to lead this conference. I 
know the task ahead will be daunting, but 
everything will become easy with their support 
and guidance. I will  defi nitely make this confer-
ence worth remembering,” Mr. Palafox said. 

Mr. Palafox, an architect and urban plan-
ner, currently is the PCCI’s vice-president for 
Trade Mission and director of the Environ-
ment and Climate Change, Infrastructure, and 
Construction committee. 

He also leads and manages the Palafox 
Associates and Palafox Architecture Group, 
Inc. and was a former president of the 
Management Association of the Philip-
pines and past chairman and president of 
the National Real Estate Association. — 
R.M.D.Ochave 

HAMILO COAST recently renewed its 
partnership with the  World Wide Fund 
for Nature Philippines (WWF), as it 
continues its campaign to protect and 
preserve its picturesque sanctuary lo-
cated in Nasugbu, Batangas.

Hamilo Coast in a statement said it 
will continue “to expand and enhance 
the scope of its sustainability initia-
tives” with WWF. 

Since 2007, these initiatives have 
included coastal resource management, 
ridge-to-reef management, solid waste 
management, mangrove reforestation, 
the use of renewable energy sources, 
and environmental awareness.

Hamilo Coast is a 40-hectare premier 
leisure resort complex that is developed 
by Costa Del Hamilo, Inc. (CDHI), a 
subsidiary of SM Prime Holdings Corp. 

“Hamilo Coast has always made an 
effort to preserve our marine resourc-
es, as it is not only a responsibility but a 
privilege to do so. Our partnership with 
WWF manifests our resolve to ensure 
that our community remains  a safe ha-
ven for marine life, and that we contin-
ue to be a model for sustainable coastal 
development in the Philippines,” Imee 
G. Francisco, SM Prime vice-president 
and head of CDHI projects and opera-
tions, said in a statement. 

Hamilo Coast has conducted sev-
eral marine and environmental ac-
tivities in partnership with the local 
government and non-government 
organizations.

It partnered with the University of 
the Philippines Bolinao Marine Lab, 
which provides training in the cul-
ture and ocean rearing of giant clams 
through the Giant Clams Restocking 
and Spawning Program. 

As Hamilo Coast’s beach fronts as 
favorite nesting grounds of Olive Rid-
ley Turtles, the community regularly 
implements the Marine Turtle Conser-
vation Program. 

Hamilo Coast also continues to hold 
the annual Coastal Clean-Up Program.

“As we strive to create a more sustain-
able future, we are proud of what we 
have accomplished and continue to do 
here at Hamilo Coast,” Ms. Francisco 
relates. “While we are very excited to do 
even more to preserve our aquatic biodi-
versity, we hope that we may also inspire 
other communities to do the same.”

Hamilo Coast is only an hour and 
a half commute from Mall of Asia via 
the Cavite Expressway and Ternate-
Nasugbu road. It is a masterplanned 
community that features the idyllic Pico 
De Loro Cove. 

DMCI HOMES recently launched the second 
phase of its Mulberry Place condominium 
project in Acacia Estates, Taguig City.

Mulberry Place will have two new build-
ings, the six-storey Paisley and 18-storey 
Shantung. It will have units with two to four 
bedrooms, with sizes from 64.5 square meters 
(sq.m.) to 160 sq.m.

Units at the Shantung building will have a 
balcony, while the Paisley building will have a 
balcony and service area. Unit prices start at 
P8.372 million.

“Acacia Estates continues to live up to our 
vision when we launched it over a decade 
ago — to be a sanctuary for young profes-
sionals and startup families who are exposed 
to the hustle and bustle of the city,” Dennis 

Yap, DMCI Homes vice-president for project 
development, said in a statement.

Acacia Estates was launched in the mid-
2000s as a gated community with themed 
condominiums and subdivisions.

“The sales success of all our Acacia Estates 
projects indicates the realization of this vision 
which we hope to continue with Mulberry 
Place’s second phase,” he added.

With the Mulberry Place expansion, DMCI 
Homes will offer more resort-inspired ameni-
ties such as a kiddie pool, basketball court, 
play and fitness area, picnic area, Sky Lounge 
and a coworking space.

DMCI Homes said the Paisley building is 
targeted to be completed by October 2026 and 
the Shantung building by June 2027.

IWG continues to expand in the Phil-
ippines, opening two new flexible 
workspaces in Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone and Quezon City.

IWG in a statement said it part-
nered with Pacific Ace Subic Bay 
Corp. for its first-ever flexible work-
space in Subic. The Gardens by Pacific 
Ace will host a 147-workstation Regus 
workspace.

At the same time, the company 
partnered with Triumph Spaces, Inc. 
for the Quezon City location, under 
the HQ brand.  

“As important business hubs, the 
Subic Bay Freeport and Quezon City 
are fantastic places for us to boost our 
expansion plans. The need for high-
quality flexible workspaces continues 
to soar as hybrid working becomes 
the new normal,” Lars Wittig, IWG 
country manager, said.

The Subic and Quezon City sites will 
have co-working spaces, private offices, 
meeting rooms and creative spaces ca-
tering to startups and established firms.

“Subic is one of Central Luzon 
region’s fastest growing locations 

with a 60.8% increase in foreign in-
vestments in the area from 2021 to 
2022. These figures are impressive 
considering the pandemic-related 
restrictions during that time, so 
we expect even more growth and 
more  workspace demand this year,” 
Pacific Ace Subic Bay President 
Virginia S. Dio said in the same 
statement.

IWG is the global leader in hy-
brid work solutions and workspace 
brands, which includes Regus, Spaces, 
HQ and Signature.
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OLIVE Ridley Sea 
Turtle hatchlings are 
immediately released 
to the ocean as part of 
Hamilo Coast’s Marine 
Turtle Conservation 
Program. 
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