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KINDRED, a Philippine femtech company 
which uses technology to provide women’s 
health and wellness solutions, just opened a hy-
brid clinic that offers both virtual and in-person 
care in Serendra, Bonifacio Global City (BGC). 

“We are creating a cohesive woman-centric 
patient experience by bridging virtual and phys-
ical clinics, enabling healthcare providers to 
deliver high quality care with consistency,” said 
Maria Jessica J. de Mesa, a co-founder and chief 
executive officer of Kindred, at the Dec. 7 launch. 

“We want to elevate the idea of a doctor’s visit 
by providing a safe, non-judgmental space with a 
sense of warmth to help patients feel calm, com-
fortable, celebrated, and cared for,” she added. 

The clinic offers virtual consultations, 
physical diagnostic examinations, contracep-

tive packages, and intravenous drips, among 
other services.  

Experts in areas like gynecology, der-
matology, gastroenterology, mental health, 
and fitness are part of Kindred’s roster of 
doctors, who are ready to address men-
strual and sexual wellness, fertility, preg-
nancy, or other aspects of women’s health. 

Aside from partnering with employers to 
provide their services to certain companies, 
Ms. De Mesa shared that opening the clinic 
was a vital step in being eligible for HMO 
(health maintenance organization) insurance. 

“We’re hoping for this to be the first of 
many clinics in the Philippines, because our 
goal is to empower as many Filipinas as pos-
sible to take charge of their health,” she said. 

Femtech solutions such as period tracking 
apps, wearable sensors, and patient monitor-
ing technologies only began to take off in the 
Philippines during the pandemic despite be-
ing available in the past decade. 

“We’re called Kindred because it’s about us 
all coming together as kindred spirits. When 
we built this company, we thought of it as a let-
ter to our younger selves that we’ll get the help 
and space that we wanted, and it’s also a wish 
that our future selves will have better women’s 
healthcare,” said Kindred co-founder Abetina 
E. Valenzuela. 

The clinic is in Serendra Mall, 11th Ave., 
BGC. Appointments start at P850 and can 
be booked online at www.mykindred.co. — 
Brontë H. Lacsamana

Femtech clinic opens in BGC

Psoriasis Philippines (PsorPhil) es-
timates there are up to 2 million 
Filipinos living with psoriasis, a 

chronic, noncommunicable, painful, disfig-
uring, and disabling disease. 
While psoriasis can occur at 
any age, it is most common 
among people who are 50 to 
69 years old, according to a 
2016 report on psoriasis pub-
lished by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Common signs and symptoms 
include red patches of skin covered 
with thick, silvery scales; small scaling 
spots (commonly seen in children); dry, 

cracked skin that may bleed 
or itch; itching, burning or 
soreness; thickened, pitted 
or ridged nails; and swollen 
and stiff joints.

According to the Depart-
ment of Health, people with 

psoriasis have an increased production 

of skin cells. While skin cells are normally 
made and replaced every 3 to 4 weeks, 
this process only takes about 3 to 7 days 
in psoriasis. The resulting buildup of skin 
cells is what creates the patches associ-
ated with psoriasis.

Addressing unmet needs of Filipinos living with psoriasis
TEODORO B. PADILLA is the executive 
director of the Pharmaceutical 
and Healthcare Association of the 
Philippines (PHAP), which represents 
the biopharmaceutical medicines and 
vaccines industry in the country. Its 
members are at the forefront
of research and 
development 
efforts for 
COVID-19 and 
other diseases 
that affect 
Filipinos.
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P&G recalls Sangobion due to toxic substance
P&G PHILIPPINES is recalling 
Sangobion Kids (Iron + Vitamin B-
Complex) in the Philippines due to the 
potential presence of ethylene glycol, 
a toxic organic compound used to 
make polyester and antifreeze, above 
the allowable limits.

According to P&G, early signs 
of ethylene glycol ingestion include 
vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, 
headache, and an altered mental 
state; symptoms of acute kidney 
injury like inability to pass or reduced 
urine, lower back pain; or additional 

symptoms of irritability, lethargy, pale 
appearance, decreased muscle tone, 
and loss of appetite in younger kids.

“We decided to take precaution-
ary measures including the voluntary 
recall of all batches of Sangobion 
Kids 100 ml. Though the issue only 
impacted some batches, we are recall-
ing all batches out of an abundance 
of caution,” P&G Philippines said in a 
Dec. 13 statement. 

The recall, issued in consulta-
tion with the Philippine Food and 
Drug Administration, is limited to 

Sangobion Kids 100 ml, indicated for 
the treatment and prevention of iron 
deficiency anemia (IDA) in children, 
sold in the Philippines.

“P&G is working closely with 
regulators to determine the source 
of the issue. Raw material purchased 
by P&G’s contract manufacturer was 
found to have unintended presence 
of ethylene glycol. The raw material 
may have been adulterated before it 
reached the contract manufacturer. A 
full investigation of the supply chain is 
ongoing,” P&G added.

 Those who have purchased the 
said product are advised to stop using 
it. Retailers, pharmacies, and health-
care professionals are also requested 
to stop its distribution.

For more information, contact san-
gobion.com.ph/contactus, 8894-3955 
(Metro Manila), or 1800-1888-8008 
(outside Metro Manila). Parents can 
contact the National Poison Manage-
ment and Control Center at 8524-
1078 if their child has consumed the 
product and is experiencing adverse 
reactions.

FULL STORY
Read the full story by scanning 
the QR code with your 
smartphone or by typing the link
<bit.ly/Psoriasis121422>
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THE US Supreme Court (SC) 
on Monday cleared the way for 
California to enforce a voter-
approved ban in America’s most-
populous state on flavored to-
bacco products, rejecting R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company’s bid 
to block it on the grounds that the 
policy conflicted with federal law.

The justices denied the emer-
gency request by R.J. Reynolds, a 
unit of British American Tobacco 
and other plaintiffs to put on hold 
the ban on selling all flavored to-
bacco products in the state — in-
cluding for vaping — that was over-
whelmingly endorsed through a 
ballot measure on Nov. 8.

Democratic Governor Gavin 
Newsom in 2020 signed a law to 
ban products including menthol 
cigarettes and cotton candy-fla-
vored vaping products, respond-
ing to concerns about a rise in e-
cigarette and tobacco use by teens.

The ban’s implementation was 
delayed after a coalition repre-
senting the tobacco industry gath-
ered enough signatures to put to 
voters a ballot measure that would 
halt California from becoming the 
largest state to date to bar flavored 
tobacco product sales.

But nearly two-thirds of voters 
casting ballots on the measure 
known as Proposition 31 ap-
proved the sales ban.

A day after the vote, R.J. Reyn-
olds sued to block California of-
ficials from allowing the ban to 
take effect as planned on Dec. 21. It 
sued alongside a group represent-
ing tobacco retailers, the Neigh-
borhood Market Association, and 
a vape shop.

“I applaud the Supreme Court 
for denying Big Tobacco’s latest 
attempt to block California’s 
commonsense ban on flavored 
tobacco products,” California 
Attorney General Rob Bonta, a 

Democrat who defended the ban 
in court, said in a statement.

An estimated 2.55 million US 
middle and high school students re-
ported using e-cigarettes in a report 
by federal health officials looking at 
a period spanning January to May 
of this year. Among those who re-
ported e-cigarette use, nearly 85% 
said they used flavored versions.

The law would make Califor-
nia the second state to ban all 
flavored tobacco product sales 
after Massachusetts in 2019. Sev-
eral other states have restricted 
flavored vaping products and sev-
eral municipalities have adopted 
their own bans.

The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) in 2020 banned all 
flavors except tobacco and menthol 
in Juul and other cartridge-based e-
cigarettes. In June, the FDA sought 
to ban sales of all Juul e-cigarettes, 
though it later put the order on hold.

Beyond vaping, the FDA in 
April released a long-awaited 
proposal to ban menthol ciga-
rettes and flavored cigars, a vic-
tory for anti-smoking advocates, 
though it is expected to take 
years to implement.

In the lawsuit challenging the 
California ban, R.J. Reynolds ar-
gued the federal Tobacco Control 
Act, which the FDA enforces, pre-
empts state and local laws that bar 
flavored tobacco product sales.

But a federal judge ruled those 
arguments were foreclosed by a de-
cision in March by the 9th US Circuit 
Court of Appeals upholding a simi-
lar ban in Los Angeles County.

The 9th Circuit on Nov. 29 de-
nied the companies’ bid to block 
the statewide ban pending an 
appeal, prompting them to then 
ask the US Supreme Court to in-
tervene. R.J. Reynolds has sepa-
rately asked the court to review 
the Los Angeles case. — Reuters

SC lets California ban flavored tobacco products

DEMOCRATIC Governor Gavin Newsom in 2020 signed a law to ban products 
including menthol cigarettes and cotton candy-flavored vaping products, 
responding to concerns about a rise in e-cigarette and tobacco use by teens.
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NEW US solar installations are on track to fall 
by nearly a quarter this year, with panel imports 
stalled by a ban on goods from China’s Xinjiang 
region over forced labor concerns, according to 
a market report released on Tuesday.

The dour forecast by industry trade group the 
Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA) and 
research firm Wood Mackenzie comes as solar 
companies are seeking to take advantage of gen-
erous subsidies in the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA), a new law that encourages clean energy 
technologies to address climate change.

Installations of utility-scale projects, in 
particular, will contract by 40% this year 
from 2021 to 10.3 gigawatts, according to the 
quarterly report.

Big projects for utilities and other large cus-
tomers make up the largest part of the US solar 
market. Commercial and community installa-
tions are also expected to decline, though the 
residential market is forecast to surge 37%.

Overall, US installations are expected to fall 
23% to 18.6 GW.

Supply constraints are expected to last 
until the second half of next year and delay 
the effects of the IRA, the report said.

More than 1,000 shipments of solar energy 
imports worth hundreds of millions of dollars 
have piled up at US ports since the Uyghur 
Forced Labor Protection Act went into effect 
in June. The detainments have halted new 
shipments as manufacturers fear additional 
cargoes will also be seized.

The UFLPA requires producers to show 
sourcing documentation of imported equip-
ment back to the raw material before imports 
can be cleared. That has proven more difficult 
than solar companies expected, SEIA said.

“In the aftermath of the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act (IRA), we cannot afford to waste time 
tinkering with trade laws as the climate threat 
looms,” SEIA President Abigail Ross Hopper 
said in a statement.

The report expects the market to return to 
growth next year, with annual increases of 21%, 
on average, between 2023 and 2027. — Reuters

US solar installations to fall due to China goods prohibition

GOLD is less likely to be influenced by tighter 
financial conditions, meaning it is “a useful port-
folio diversifier,” said Goldman, especially given 
that gold has developed non-speculative use 
cases while bitcoin is still looking for one.

Goldman’s analysis showed that while 
traders use gold to hedge against inflation and 
dollar debasement, bitcoin resembles a “risk-on 
high-growth tech company stock.” The value 
proposition of bitcoin, which the bank called 
“a solution looking for a problem,” comes from 
the scope of its future real use cases, making it 
a more volatile and speculative asset than the 
precious metal. — Reuters

Gold is better 
portfolio diversifier 
than bitcoin


