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Telcos vow ‘painless’ SIM registration processes
THE country’s mobile network operators announced 
on Monday that they are now preparing to roll out 
their registration processes for subscriber identity 
modules (SIMs).

Smart Communications, Inc., Globe Telecom, Inc., 
and DITO Telecommunity Corp. issued statements after 
the National Telecommunications Commission released 
the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) for the 
SIM Card Registration Act or Republic Act No. 11934.

The law, which took effect on Oct. 28, intends to 
regulate the registration and use of SIMs by requiring 
registration with mobile service providers as a prereq-
uisite to activation.

Under the IRR, users should undertake registration 
of their own SIMs within 180 days (which can also be 
extended up to 120 days) from the effectivity of the law.

Anyone who provides false information or who uses 
fraudulent identification documents to register a SIM 
may face up to two years of imprisonment or a fine of 
not more than P300,000, according to the rules.

Mobile service companies that fail or refuse to regis-
ter SIMs may also face fines of up to P1 million.

“We are ready to roll out our SIM Registration 
processes after months of preparations, which have 
included, among others, studying best global practices 
and technology solutions from other countries that have 
already implemented SIM registration,” Francis E. Flores, 
senior vice-president and head of consumer business 
group-individual at Smart, said in an e-mailed statement.

“We will release more information about the SIM 
registration portal via our official channels in the next 
few weeks,” he added.

For its part, Globe said it will launch its online SIM 
registration platform and start selling new SIMs in 
deactivated mode on Dec. 27.

“Our goal is to have a SIM registration process that 
is seamless, secure, inclusive and convenient for our 
customers,” Globe Group President and Chief Executive 
Officer Ernest L. Cu said.

DITO Chief Administrative Officer Adel A. Ta-
mano said separately: “We support this important 
initiative of the government to protect the public 
from phishing and similar types of fraudulent 
activities.”

“We will do our level best to make the registration 
process as simple and painless as possible for new DITO 
subscribers and our 14 million existing customers,” he 
added. — Arjay L. Balinbin
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Meralco tells SPPC: Pay added 
cost of market-priced power
MANILA ELECTRIC Co. (Meral-
co) has asked a unit of SMC Global 
Power Holdings Corp. to pay the 
added cost it has been incurring for 
sourcing power from the spot mar-
ket when the latter stopped supply-
ing to the electricity distributor.

In a statement on Monday, 
Meralco said it had told South 
Premiere Power Corp. (SPPC) in a 
letter dated Dec. 12 to pay the differ-
ence between their contract price 
and the price at the Wholesale Elec-
tricity Spot Market (WESM), to 
which the utility is exposed amid a 
temporary restraining order (TRO) 
on their power supply contract.

“Meralco has been exhaust-
ing all efforts to protect its cus-
tomers from potentially higher 
generation costs, while ensuring 
continuity of stable, reliable, and 
least cost power under the cur-
rent circumstances,” the listed 
company said.

Meralco’s claim versus SPPC 
covers the additional costs it has 
been incurring during the 60-
day TRO imposed on the parties’ 
power supply agreement (PSA) 
that was issued by the Court of 
Appeals in favor of SPPC.

The company said that since 
the cessation of supply starting 
on Dec. 7, it has been sourcing the 
670-megawatt contract capacity 
from the spot market. SMC Global 
Power is the power arm of the 
listed conglomerate San Miguel 
Corp. (SMC).

The TRO was sought by SMC 
Global Power after the Energy 
Regulatory Commission (ERC) 
denied a petition it filed jointly 
with Meralco for a rate increase. 
The increase was meant to par-
tially recover the losses incurred 
by SPPC and San Miguel Energy 
Corp. (SMEC), the administra-
tors of the natural gas-fired power 

plant in Ilijan, Batangas, and the 
coal power plant in Sual, Pangas-
inan, respectively.

SMC Global Power sought to 
recover losses amounting to P5 
billion while absorbing P10 bil-
lion. It claims to have lost P15 
billion because of extraordinary 
circumstances, including soaring 
fuel costs, which were way higher 
than when its units forged the 
PSAs.

Last week, Meralco said that 
it had been sourcing power from 
WESM after SPPC stopped sup-
plying to the company.

Data provided by the ERC 
showed that the contract between 
Meralco and SPPC accounted for 
13.4% of the former’s power sup-
ply for November. It was priced at 
P4.2455 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) 
versus the average WESM price 
for the period which was P8.47 
per kWh.

Aside from the additional cost 
of sourcing power from WESM, 
Meralco also said that it was asking 
SPPC to pay fines, penalties, and 
liquidated damages under the PSA.

“The claims will be on top of 
all applicable fines, penalties, and 
liquidated damages under the 
PSA in the event that the Court of 
Appeals eventually resolves the 
main case and denies the Petition 
of SPPC,” Meralco said.

Meanwhile, Meralco is rushing 
to seal a contract for emergency 
power supply after it secured 
from the Department of Energy a 
certificate of exemption from the 
competitive selection process. — 
Ashley Erika O. Jose

SES targets to connect 
rural Philippines via 
O3b mPOWER satellite
GLOBAL satellite connectiv-
ity solutions company SES 
S.A. announced on Monday 
that its O3b mPOWER Sat-
ellite Constellation System, 
which will be launched this 
week, will help provide con-
nectivity to remote areas in 
the Philippines.

“The launch is scheduled 
for mid-December and is the 
first of the five O3b mPOWER 
launches,” SES said in an e-
mailed statement. “The global 
terabit-level scalable constel-
lation will begin providing 
services in Q3 (third quarter 
of ) 2023.”

“O3b mPOWER will help 
further bridge the digital di-
vide in previously unconnect-
ed areas in the [Philippines] 
by delivering high-quality 
connectivity in remote areas 
or where geography makes 
communications infrastruc-
ture expensive to build,” the 
company noted.

The Philippines currently 
has 76.01 million internet us-
ers, accounting for only 68% 
of the population.

The O3b mPOWER, which 
will also support 4G and 5G 
mobile deployments in re-
mote areas, is expected to 
launch in the Philippines and 
other markets in the region 
next year.

The SES O3b mPOWER is 
a second-generation medium-
Earth orbit system that offers 
low-latenc y connectivity 
ranging from 50 megabits per 
second to multiple gigabits 

per second to different orga-
nizations worldwide.

“The SES O3b mPOWER 
Satellite Constellation envi-
sions pushing for digital in-
clusion and connecting the 
unconnected, especially those 
in remote areas all across the 
globe,” the company said.

At the same time, the proj-
ect is seen to benefit various 
sectors, including telecom-
m u n i c a t i o n s ,  m a r i t i m e , 
aviation, energy, and govern-
ments. It is also expected to 
provide instant bulletproof 
recovery solutions in case of 
natural disasters by ensuring 
uninterrupted connectivity.

“The O3b mPOWER com-
munications system compris-
es an initial constellation of 
11 high-throughput and low-
latency satellites as well as 
extensive ground infrastruc-
ture,” the company noted.

In the Philippines, there is 
high connectivity in urban ar-
eas, but the opposite applies to 
rural areas, according to SES.

“More than ever, the Phil-
ippines is recognizing the 
need for connectivity services 
to drive digital inclusion and 
bridge the digital divide across 
the country. Under the De-
partment of Information and 
Communications Technol-
ogy, several initiatives have 
been put in place to connect 
unserved and underserved 
areas of the country includ-
ing geographically isolated 
and disadvantaged areas,” it 
added. — Arjay L. Balinbin
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