
2/S1 Corporate News MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2022 EDITOR VICTOR V. SAULON

Baguio evaluating unsolicited 
proposals for city’s monorail
THE Baguio City government is evalu-
ating two unsolicited proposals for a 
monorail system project aimed at reduc-
ing traffic congestion and environmen-
tal impact, its mayor said.

“Affirmative,” Baguio City Mayor Ben-
jamin B. Magalong told BusinessWorld in 
a phone message last week when asked 
if the planned monorail project would 
push through.

“We are in the process of evaluat-
ing two unsolicited proposals — Metro 
Global with BYD (Build Your Dreams) 
and SYSTRA Philippines,” he added.

Metro Global Holdings Corp. is a 
listed company involved in the Metro 
Manila Rail Transit Project, while BYD 
is a major Chinese automaker based in 
Shenzhen, China.

SYSTRA Philippines, Inc. is a trans-
portation system and infrastructure 
consulting and design firm based in 
Pasig City.

To recall, Metro Global executed a 
memorandum of understanding with 
Baguio City in September 2021 for the 

purpose of conducting a feasibility 
study for the development of an intel-
ligent public transport system that 
offers access to multiple transport op-
tions, including monorail, trolleybus, 

electric bus, and similar electricity-fed 
transport.

The plan is a “sustainable long-
term strategy to urban mass transport 
management for Baguio City by easing 
traffic congestion, improving traffic 
management, minimizing environmen-
tal impact, and increasing benefits of 
transportation to the public in general,” 
Metro Global said in a disclosure to the 
stock exchange.

Baguio City’s Mr. Magalong signed 
an executive order in May establishing 
a technical working group that will 
facilitate the rollout of the low-car-
bon urban transport system project 
of the United Nations Development 
Programme and the Department of 
Transportation.

The project involves creating a “sus-
tainable smart urban transport master-
plan that will give the proper direction 
of the city in reducing traffic congestion 
and improving mobility, thereby improv-
ing the air quality in the city,” the order 
reads. — Arjay L. Balinbin

North Star, Alfamart plan 
community-based meat shops
NORTH STAR Meat Merchants, Inc. 
said it is planning to work with Alfa-
mart to convert some of the latter’s 
convenience stores to community-
based meat shops.

“We’re going to take the fight to the 
wet market at a community level. We’re 
tinkering and tweaking 12 branches and 
converting those to community-based 
meat shops,” North Star Chief Executive 
Officer Anthony Ng said in an interview.

He said the partners “want to trans-
form Alfamart from a convenience 
store to a mini meat shop.”

The project will be rolled out to the 
majority of Alfamart branches once the 
firm has finished the testing and data 
gathering from the initial 12 stores.

“We want to convert 1,000 stores to 
mini meat shops by bringing the tali-
papa (wet market) to the community 
level in a safe and compliant fashion,” 
Mr. Ng said.

North Star is eyeing to prioritize 
Alfamart’s top branches in the greater 
Manila area.

“This is very revolutionary. [It will 
have] proper facilities, aircon, freezer, 

the chiller — it will be very compliant. 
The meat will be pre-packed in a vacuum 
seal, ready to cook, designed for the com-
mon Filipino household,” Mr. Ng said.

“We have the technology and stor-
age. We have a very progressive way of 
doing our inventories. Because of how 
we do things, we are able to provide 
prices at par or lower than the wet mar-
kets,” he added.

The meat retailer last week an-
nounced that it inaugurated its solar 
energy project in Guiguinto, Bulacan 
with WEnergy Power Pilipinas, Inc.

North Star is an end-to-end fresh 
frozen meat retailer and operates in 
SM Markets, WalterMart, and Alfa-
mart across the Philippines.

Its cold storage facilities in Bulacan 
and Cebu have a capacity of 8.09 mil-
lion kilograms and can deliver up to 
120,000 kilograms of meat daily.

North Star has also invested more 
than P1.8 billion worth of assets, includ-
ing cold storage, a meat cutting-pro-
cessing plant, and in-house equipment 
fabrication and motor pool facility. — 
Luisa Maria Jacinta C. Jocson
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