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SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO. of-
ficially launched in the Philippines 
on Aug. 19 its next-generation fold-
able devices, watches, and earbuds, 
including the flagship Galaxy Z Fold4 
and Galaxy Z Flip4. 

Foldables have gained mainstream 
popularity, Samsung Philippines 
President Minsu Chu said at the Aug. 
19 Samsung Greater Galaxy event.

“Versatility remains to be very im-
portant for our consumers, especially 
nowadays,” Mr. Chu said. “Last year, 
over 10 million foldable devices were 
shipped globally... We got [about] 50% 
growth on our preorders this year 
versus last year.”

The Galaxy Z Fold4 is the first de-
vice to ship with Android 12L, a ver-
sion of Android created by Google for 
large-screen experiences, including 
foldables. It allows users to multitask 
by enabling apps such as Microsoft 
Office to provide information on its 
screen, as well as through drag-and-
drop feature for Google apps such as 
Chrome and Gmail.

Meanwhile, users of the Galaxy Z 
Flip4 can shoot videos hands-free by 
partially folding the phone to activate 
its FlexCam, which is optimized for 
social media platforms such as Ins-
tagram and Facebook. Users can also 
make calls, reply to texts, and con-
trol the SmartThings Scene widget 
(which acts like a remote control for 
the home) from the cover screen.

Both phones are equipped with 
IPX824, which describes its level of 
protection against the ingress of solid 
particles, dust, and water.

Samsung has incorporated eco-
conscious materials, including repur-
posed fishing nets, post-consumer 
materials (PCM) or bio-based resin, 
into 90% of Galaxy devices launched 
in the past year. Part of the Galaxy Z 
series, the Galaxy Buds2 Pro earbuds, 
is made of over 90% recycled mate-
rial.

The Galaxy Buds2 Pro has a co-
axial two-speaker system and a Voice 
Detect feature that reduces media 
volume when a user speaks, so con-
versations can be heard without hav-
ing the user take out his/her earbuds.

“In everything we do, we always try 
our best to marry innovation and sus-
tainability,” Mr. Chu added. “In 2025, 
we want to eliminate all single-use 
plastic in mobile product packaging.”

Rounding out the latest devices 
in the Galaxy lineup are the Galaxy 
Watch5 and Watch5 Pro. The former 
is designed for daily use and includes 
a BioActive Sensor that the manufac-
turer says tracks health metrics, such 
as heart rate and stress level, with 
greater accuracy than its predecessor, 
the Watch4. Meant for the outdoors, 
the latter has the largest battery in a 
Galaxy watch (590mAh), and is de-
signed with sapphire glass, a crystal 
engineered for strength.

“We’re dedicated to giving our Gal-
axy Watch community the tools, data, 
and resources needed to not only 
understand their overall health and 
wellness better, but to coach them on 

their journey,” said TM Roh, presi-
dent and head of mobile eXperience 
business at Samsung Electronics, in 
an Aug. 10 press statement. 

All products are now up for pre-
order and will be available on Sept. 2.

Samsung also announced limited 
edition VIP bundles for the devices, 
which are available on samsung.com 
from Aug. 31 to Sept. 14. 

The Executive Bundle, which costs 
P133,388, will include the Phantom 
Black versions of the Z Fold4 1TB 
model, the Watch5 Pro 45mm vari-
ant, and Buds2 Pro. Customers will 
also get a free Super Fast Wireless 
Duo Charger, a Standing Cover with 
Pen, two-year Samsung Care+ full 
coverage, and exclusive access to 
Samsung’s 24/7 VIP concierge.

Meanwhile, the Flex It Bundle 
(P84,378) comes with the Bora Purple 
versions of the Galaxy Z Flip4 512GB 
model, Watch5 40mm and Buds2 Pro, 
plus a free Super Fast Wireless Duo 
Charger and a Flap Leather Cover, as 
well as two years of Samsung Care+ 
full coverage and access to 24/7 VIP 
concierge. — Patricia B. Mirasol

Samsung launches latest 
foldable devices, watches

OPPO Philippines last week launched the 
Reno8 Series 5G phones that feature a 
flagship-level camera system.

The new devices — which are available 
for pre-order starting Sept. 1 via OPPO Brand 
Stores, partner dealers, and OPPO Philip-
pines’ official stores on Shopee, Lazada, and 
TikTok Shop — are advertised to let users 
capture “ultra clear” nights through its flag-
ship portrait system, the company said in a 
statement.

“Over the years, the Portrait Expert has 
been known to challenge the limits of smart-
phones’ camera technology. As we continue 
to innovate the OPPO Reno Series, we want 
to focus on one of the leading challenges 
for devices — capturing photos and videos 
at night. With the OPPO Reno8 Series 5G, 
people can now capture ultra clear nights 
and shine at their best moments, anytime 
and anywhere,” OPPO Philippines Head of 
Marketing Communications Chiqui Tapawan 
was quoted as saying.

RENO8 5G
The OPPO Reno8 5G’s front camera is 
equipped with a Sony IMX709 32-megapixel 
(MP) sensor, integrated with OPPO’s RGBW 
color array to provide 60% more light than 
regular RGB lenses.

Meanwhile, its rear camera has a Sony 
IMX766 50MP sensor that supports a 1/1.56-
inch large sensor for more light.

The dual Sony Flagship sensors support 
Ultra Night Video mode that improves image 
brightness and detail, reproducing colors 
while minimizing noise. They also support 
Ultra Night Portrait mode and Portrait mode.

The phone comes with a 4,500mAh 
battery which supports 80W super fast-
charging.

It is also powered by MediaTek Dimensity 
1300 5G 6nm chip octa-core, supported 
by 8GB of RAM and 256GB of ROM, and is 
equipped with ColorOS 12.1.

“It provides a wide array of features, 
which include Omoji for personalized 

emoji avatars, Anti-Peeping for Noti-
fications to protect users’ privacy, Air 
Gestures to allow users to control the 
device through hand gestures, and many 
more,” OPPO said.

The OPPO Reno8 5G features the Find 
series’ unibody design and comes in Shim-
mer Gold and Shimmer Black.

RENO8 Z 5G
On the other hand, the OPPO Reno8 Z 5G 
features a 64MP AI triple rear camera system 
and a 16MP front camera. 

The phone is built with a Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 695 5G Mobile Platform and 
comes with 8GB of RAM and 128GB of stor-
age expandable up to 1TB.

It is powered by a 4500mAh battery that 
supports 33W flash-charging.

The Reno8 Z 5G has an ultra-slim body 
design with a 0.5mm anti-glare glass back 
cover and comes in two colors: Dawnlight 
Gold and Starlight Black. — BVR

OPPO announces Reno8 Series 5G phones
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“Growth momentum has so-
lidified and ensures expansion 
over the next few quarters. Bank 
lending is expected to remain 
in expansion as the economy 
reopens and demand for credit 
stays healthy,” he said.  

The BSP slashed interest rates 
by 200 basis points (bps) in 2020 
to help the economy amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Gains, however, will be capped 
by recent tightening carried out 
by the BSP. Rate hikes are, by de-
sign, carried out to slow economic 
growth to ensure demand falls to 
match limited supply,” Mr. Mapa 
added. 

The BSP has raised rates by 175 
bps so far this year as it battles 
inflation.

M3 GROWTH 
“As the BSP proceeds with the 
withdrawal of monetary accom-
modation, it will continue to 
ensure that domestic liquidity 
conditions remain conducive to 
sustaining the economic recov-
ery, in line with the BSP’s price 
and financial stability objectives,” 
Mr. Medalla said in a separate 
statement. 

D o m e st i c  c l a i m s  r o s e  by 
11.5% in July, higher than the 
revised 9.9% in June, due to 
improved bank lending to the 
private sector.

“Claims on the private sector 
grew by 8.9% in July from 8.8% 
in June with the sustained ex-
pansion in bank lending to nonfi-
nancial private corporations and 
households,” the BSP said. 

Net claims on the central gov-
ernment jumped by 22.2% from 
15.3% in June, as the National 
Government sustained its bor-
rowings.

Net foreign assets (NFA) 
in peso terms fell by 5.2% after 
expanding by 5.6% in the prior 
month. The BSP attributed the 
decline in the NFA position to 
the year-on-year drop in gross 
international reserves (GIR). 

Latest data from the BSP 
showed GIR stood at $98.83 bil-
lion as of end-July, 2% lower than 
the $100.85-billion level as of 
end-June. 

GIR also fell by 7.8% from its 
$107-billion level in July last year. 
The GIR level has been decreas-
ing since February this year. — 
Keisha B. Ta-asan

Meanwhile, prices of plumbing fixtures and 
accessories/waterworks increased to 7.9% 
from 7.6%, while painting works rose by 7% 
from 6.2%. 

Faster price growth was seen in hard-
ware (5.8% from 5.7%); concrete products 
and cement (5.7% from 5.2%); sand and 
gravel (5.1% from 4.7%); lumber (4.8% 
from 4.2%); doors, jambs and steel case-
ment (2.5% from 2.2%); and tileworks 
(1.2% from 0.7%).

Mr. Roces signaled “cautious optimism” for 
the construction sector in the coming months. 

“The infrastructure push by the govern-
ment where 5% of spending will go, that’s 
good for the sector as well,” he said. — Abigail 
Marie P. Yraola
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A WORKER cuts metal in a construction area in 
Manila, March 24.


