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infrastructure and assets that allow 
reduced carbon emission and 
pollution; enhanced energy and 
resource efficiency, and prevention 
of the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services.”

While getting to a green 
economy takes much more time 
as it involves a whole-of-society 
approach, Mr. Marzouki said that 
a “window of opportunity” is now 
open “to make brave new choices 
that will allow the country to 
grow economically within sound 
ecological boundaries.”

Panel discussions on the second 
day gathered thoughts on how a 
hybrid mode of work is shaping 
today’s workplaces, as well as on 
how an omni-channel experience is 
being realized in retail.

The fireside chats gathered 
insights on how organizations 
can build their brands through 
sustainability and purpose, as well 
as on how digital tools can be 
utilized by micro, small, and medium 
enterprises for them to survive and 
thrive amid the global crisis.

Wilfredo G. Reyes, 
BusinessWorld’s editor-in-chief, 
wrapped up the virtual forum, in 
his closing remarks. “The COVID-19 
crisis made us a little bit more 
adept at promptly improving the 
way we do things even if this 
takes a complete overhaul. We 
need to mesh digital more into our 
strategies and not to treat it as 
something completely separate,” 
he said.

BusinessWorld Virtual 
Economic Forum 2021 Special 
Edition was presented by 
BusinessWorld Publishing Corp.; 
with co-presenter GCash; gold 

sponsors Cisco, Globe, Meralco, 
Radius Telecoms, and San Miguel 
Corp.; silver sponsors Ayala Group 
of Companies, BPI-Philam, FWD 
Life Insurance, Toyota, UnionBank, 
and Vista Land; bronze sponsors 
BDO, BPI, First Gen Corp., J&T 
Express, Mabuhay Energy Corp., 
PAGCOR, PayMaya, Pacific Cross, 
PLDT, Smart, SGV & Co., and 
SM Investments Corp.; partner 
organizations Asia Society – 
Philippines, British Chamber of 
Commerce Philippines, French 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in the Philippines, 
Financial Executives Institute 
of the Philippines, Management 
Association of the Philippines, 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, and Philippine 
Franchise Association; official 
TV partner OneNews; and media 
partner The Philippine STAR. 
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