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PASSENGER traffic at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport 
(NAIA) rose sharply in the sec-
ond quarter following the easing 
of safety requirements for trav-
elers, including quarantines and 
test results.

The Manila International Air-
port Authority (MIAA) said inter-
national passenger volume was up 
129% from a quarter earlier, while 
domestic traffic was up 87%.

Domestic passenger traffic 
at the various NAIA terminals 
— arrivals as well as departures — 
topped 5.94 million in the second 
quarter, according to percent-
age changes derived from raw 
throughput data provided on the 
MIAA website for both periods.

International passenger traf-
fic rose to more than 2.35 million 
in the three months to June.

In its financial report for the 
first quarter, the NAIA operator 
returned a net loss of P234 mil-
lion, narrowing from a loss of 
P583 million a year earlier.

MIAA is required to remit 50% 
or more of its net income as divi-
dends to the National Treasury.

“This is apart from the 20% 
National Government share in 
MIAA’s operating income based 
on actual collections, exclud-

ing income from utilities and 
terminal fees/passenger service 
charge, and the 30% corporate 
income tax, as well as the P100 
share on passenger service charge 
and the contributions to National 
Civil Aviation Security Commit-
tee, which is P60 for every inter-
national passenger and P15 for 
every domestic passenger,” it said 
in its report.

Cebu Pacific, Philippine Air-
lines, and AirAsia Philippines 
continue to boost flight service 
on both domestic and interna-
tional routes to take advantage 
of the increased demand for air 
travel resulting the relaxation of 
pandemic-related restrictions.

On Feb. 10, the Philippines 
started accepting nationals that 
do not require visas to enter the 
country. Since April 1, borders 
have been opened to all nationals.  

Foreign visitors have totaled 
517,516 as of May 25 since the full 
reopening of borders with minimal 
quarantine requirements, accord-
ing to the Department of Tourism.

The US was the top source 
of arrivals between Feb. 10 and 
May 25 with 104,589, followed by 
South Korea with 28,474 arrivals, 
and Canada 24,337. — Arjay L. 
Balinbin

NAIA Q2 passenger traffic up sharply 
at 8.3M as pandemic restrictions ease

US to train local staff
vs African Swine Fever
THE US and Philippine Agriculture de-
partments said they jointly launched a 
project to further insulate the Philip-
pine hog industry from African Swine 
Fever (ASF).

The US Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will provide training to officials 
from the Philippine Department of Agri-
culture to improve veterinary services to 
ensure safe pork and pork products.

“Since our initial conversation with 
the Philippine government a few years 
ago, the opportunity to better under-
stand ASF and the benefits for both 
countries were always clear,” National 
Pork Producers Council President Terry 
Wolters said in a statement.

Pork Producers Federation of the 
Philippines President Rolando E. Tam-
bago said that the project is a “timely ini-
tiative that will enhance the industry’s 
competence in disease control.”

“The knowledge gained from the 
project can be cascaded to our Asian 
neighbors to better equip farmers in 
their fight against ASF,” National Fed-
eration of Hog Farmers, Inc. President 
Chester Warren Y. Tan added.

The USDA funds the Building Safe 
Agricultural Food Enterprises project, 
which assists Philippine hog farmers in 
their repopulation efforts by strengthen-
ing biosecurity measures at the farm level.  

“Through the Cochran Fellowship 
Program, USDA has trained many local 
hog raisers since 2017 in improving their 
food safety through proper cold chain 
and handling,” it added. — Luisa Maria 
Jacinta C. Jocson

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Maria 
Antonia Y. Loyzaga said action to ad-
dress the climate crisis will be one of 
the department’s areas of focus dur-
ing her term.

The Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) needs 
to act on the climate emergency 
“through science to approach national 
and local-scale impacts of climate 
change. We live in a multi-hazard envi-
ronment, from industrial and what we 
call natural-technological hazards,” 
she said during the department’s turn-
over ceremony on Thursday.

“We need to continuously protect 
our indigenous species as part of our 
heritage and harness these resources 
for the benefit of our country,” she 
added.

The new DENR Secretary said that 
she is aiming to “emphasize the cru-
cial role in the accounting of natural 
resources of the country.” 

“We need to harness our expertise 
and make sure the capabilities of the 
different sectors and bureaus are in 
line and support each other. We want 
to invest in a scientific and risk-based 
approach,” she said.

“The role of the DENR cannot 
be minimized in terms of trying 
to support the economy of  our 
country and the social and inclu-
sive development of our nation,” 
she added.

In a separate statement, the DENR 
announced that it is collaborating 
with the Korean National Assembly to 
explore the use of a communications 
satellite to monitor and protect the 
environment.

“Korean technology will strength-
en Philippines’ capabilities in the use 
of data generated through orbital sat-
ellites, which provide high resolution 
images of the terrain,” the DENR said 
in a statement.

DENR Director Al  O.  Orolfo 
said that satellite technology and 
h i g h  r e s o l u t i o n  i m a g e s  p l a y  a 
significant role in managing and 
protecting natural resources and 
the environment.

Apart from the satellite, there are 
two ongoing projects between the 
DENR and the Korea International 
Cooperation Agency.

These include the establishment 
of an Integrated Water Resources 
Management and Information Sys-
tem for the Pampanga River Basin 
Phase 2 and the enhancement of 
marine litter management in Ma-
nila Bay.

There are also potential collabo-
rations with the Philippine Space 
Agency and Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration, according to 
the DENR. — Luisa Maria Jacinta 
C. Jocson

DENR’s Loyzaga promises priority
action on climate change measures

THE average farmgate price of palay 
(unmilled rice) rose 0.1% to P17.24 per 
kilogram in May compared to April, 
according to the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA).

The year-on-year rise was 1.6%. 
“C o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s 

month’s year-on-year growth, higher 
annual increases in the average farm-
gate prices of palay during the month 
were noted in Central Luzon, Western 
Visayas, and Zamboanga Peninsula,” 
the PSA reported.

“In addition, after exhibiting nega-
tive annual (growth) rates in the pre-
vious month, Ilocos Region, Cagayan 
Valley, Central Visayas, and Davao 

Region posted positive annual growth 
during the period,” it added.

Western Visayas registered the 
highest annual increment of 10.2% 
this month while Mimaropa had the 
steepest decline at 5.8%.

The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) has announced that  President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr., who is also 
Agriculture Secretary,  ordered the 
department to focus on increasing 
agricultural production and ensuring 
ample supply to keep prices affordable.

Undersecretary for Consumer and 
Political Affairs Kristine Y. Evangelis-
ta said that the government is focused 
on stabilizing prices.

“When (Mr. Marcos) told us before 
that we have to reconstruct the value 
chain, it’s taking into account  (our) 
supply sources and at the same time 
the demand requirement of consum-
ers, including institutional buyers, 
industrial users,” she added.

The DA is currently assessing its 
current projects and programs, ac-
cording to Ms. Evangelista.

With high input and production 
costs inevitable due to the crisis in 
Ukraine, she said that there is also 
a need to review the distribution 
of subsidies to farmers, fisherfolk, 
and animal raisers. — Luisa Maria 
Jacinta C. Jocson

Palay prices up 0.1% month on month in May 
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