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TOKYO — Sony Group Corp. 
said on Wednesday it’s launch-
ing a new line of headphones 
and monitors targeting the 
growing personal computer 
(PC) market for video games 
as the Japanese conglomerate 
looks beyond its core PlaySta-
tion console gaming audience.

Sony, whose PlayStation 5 
console has been affected by 
supply chain snarls, last month 
announced a pivot towards re-
leasing more titles on PC and 
mobile devices as subscription 
services and tech advances open 
up gaming to a wider audience.

The Inzone line, developed 
by a unit outside Sony’s main 
gaming business, aims to lever-
age Sony’s audio and display 

technology, areas where Sony 
is seen as retaining an edge 
even as the company has trans-
formed itself into an entertain-
ment behemoth spanning mov-
ies, music and games.

Its headphones offer sound 
that helps players locate en-
emies in-game, with a wired 
model retailing for $99.99 in 
the United States and a wire-
less, noise-canceling model 
priced at $299.99. Inzone 
monitors, which promise crisp 
visuals and a high refresh rate, 
cost $529.99 and $899.99 for a 
4K version.

The gear echoes the design 
of the PlayStation 5 range and 
is interoperable with the con-
sole.—  Reuters

SMARTPHONE brand POCO last week 
launched two new devices, the F4 and the X4 
GT, and announced their availability and pric-
ing in the Philippines.

The X4 GT is already available via POCO’s 
Shopee page for P18,990 (8GB RAM + 128GB 
storage) and P19,990 (8GB+256GB), while 
the F4 can be purchased via its Lazada store 
starting June 30 for P20,990 (6GB+128GB) 
and P22,990 (8GB+256GB).

The POCO F4 offers flagship-level perfor-
mance as it is powered by the Snapdragon 870 
processor. Meanwhile, the POCO X4 GT is 
equipped with the MediaTek Dimensity 8100 
chipset.

“POCO’s flagship products have always re-
quired best-in-class performance on all fronts, 
and as we present the POCO F4 and POCO X4 GT, 
we’re confident that we’ve achieved just that. We 
are excited to venture forward with the Snapdrag-
on® 870 and MediaTek Dimensity 8100 chipsets,” 
Angus Ng, head of Product Marketing at POCO 
Global, was quoted as saying in a statement.

The F4’s processing power offers shortened 
app loading times, supporting high-graphic 
games and smooth scrolling experience on 
web pages and apps.

It is the thinnest among POCO smartphones 
to date and has a 6.67-inch E4 AMOLED screen 
and an ultra-tiny 2.76mm DotDisplay with a 
120Hz refresh rate and 360Hz touch sampling 
rate and screen peak brightness of 1,300 nits for 
better detail and contrast.

The phone also has dual speakers, verified 
with Dolby Atmos for an immersive listening 
experience.

The POCO F4’s triple rear camera setup 
features a 64MP main camera with optical 
image stabilization. It also has 8MP ultra-wide 
camera and 2MP macro lens.

The device comes with a 4,500mAh battery 
that supports 67W turbo charging.

It comes in three colors: Night Black, 
Moonlight Silver, and Nebula Green.

Meanwhile, the POCO G4 XT has a 20.5:9 
LCD display ratio and LCD True Display for 
allowing comfortable viewing. It also has 
Dolby Atmos stereo speakers.

It likewise features a 64MP main camera, 
8MP ultra-wide lens and 2MP macro camera 
for its rear setup and a 16MP front camera.

The phone has a 5,080mAh battery that 
also supports 67W turbo charging.

The X4 GT comes in three colors: Silver, 
Black, and Blue.

XIAOMI last week announced that 
the RedmiBook 15 is will be available 
in the Philippines by July 1.

The company said in a statement that 
its new laptop, which has two models, 
will be priced at P26,999 for the i3 vari-
ant and P37,999 for the i5 model. The 
RedmiBook 15 is the first Xiaomi laptop 
that will be available in the country.

The laptop’s i3 256GB model is pow-
ered by an 11th Generation Intel Core i3-
1115G4 processor, while the i5 512GB 
model come with an 11th Generation 
Intel Core i5-11300H processor.

Both have 8GB DDR4 RAM (up to 
3,200MHz) and Intel UHD Graph-
ics in the i3 model and Intel Iris Xe 
Graphics in the i5 model. The i5 

variant features 512GB SSD internal 
storage with an NVMe PCIe interface 
for fast data transfers.

The laptop comes in a Charcoal 
Gray color and has a 15.6-inch panel 
with a 1,920 x 1,080p FHD anti-glare 
display, as well as a 126 mm by 82.6 
mm touchpad. It is powered by a 
46Whr battery for up to 10 hours of 
working time.

The RedmiBook 15 features dual-
band WiFi and Bluetooth accessibil-
ity, as well as multiple ports, including 
USB 3.0, HDMI 1.4, a Realtek RTS5176 
Card Reader and an audio jack.

The device also has 2W stereo 
speakers with DTS tuning for video 
calls and a built-in HD 720p camera.

Both RedmiBook 15 variants will 
be available in Authorized Xiaomi 
stores in the Philippines and online 
on its official Lazada and Shopee 
stores.

They can be purchased at a special 
early-bird price of P25,999 for the 
RedmiBook 15 i3 and P35,999 for 
RedmiBook 15 i5.

Customers who will buy the lap-
top from Xiaomi’s official Lazada and 
Shopee stores on July 1-2 will also 
receive a free Mi Casual Backpack 
and free MS Office 365 worth P3,499, 
while those who will purchase from 
Authorized Xiaomi stores and Silicon 
Valley stores can get the same free-
bies from July 1-10.
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