
P25 
IN METRO 
MANILA, 

PHILIPPINES

T H U R S DAY  •  M AY  5 ,  2 02 2  •  www. bwo r l d o n l i n e.co m S1/1-10 • 2 SECTIONS, 14 PAGESVOL. XXXV • ISSUE 201

Press freedom,  S1/5

Job market,  S1/5

Pre-pandemic job market seen by 2nd half

THE BUREAU of Customs (BoC) on 
Wednesday said it surpassed its April col-
lection target by 20%, as the value of im-
ported oil continued to climb. 

In a statement, the BoC said it collected 
P65.7 billion in April, 19.6% higher than its 
P54.9-billion target for the month.

“The collection performance is attrib-
uted to the improved valuation, intensified 
enforcement against illegal importations, 
and the improved compliance by traders to 
customs laws,” BoC said.

April marked the fourth month in a row 
that Customs has exceeded its monthly 
collection goals.

Last month’s collection showed a 28% 
increase from the P51.28 billion col-
lected in April 2021, but 7% lower than 
the record-high P70.72 billion logged in 
March. 

BoC Spokesperson and Assistant 
Commissioner Vincent Philip Maronilla 
said the high volume and value of im-
ported oil products only partly contrib-
uted to the increase in BoC collections 
in April.

“Our continued effort towards a more 
efficient and effective collection again 
proved to be the right formula,” he said via 
Viber message.

The BoC in March saw significantly 
higher collections from oil products after 
crude prices soared in the aftermath of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Citing a preliminary report from the 
BoC-Financial Service, the bureau said 14 
of the 17 collection districts hit their targets 
in April. 

These were the ports of San Fernando, 
Manila, Batangas, Legaspi, Iloilo, Cebu, 
Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga, Davao, 
Subic, Clark, Aparri, and Limay, as well 
as the Manila International Container 
Port (MICP).

The strong collections in April pushed 
the four-month total to P253.62 billion, 
which makes up nearly 37% of the 2022 
collection target of P679.226 billion.

“For the past 2 years, the BoC was able 
to surpass its annual target collection by 
+6.23% and +4.35% respectively even dur-
ing a global health crisis,” it said.

In April, the BoC raised P6.3 million af-
ter an auction of luxury vehicles that were 
found to be undeclared.  

Two vehicles, a used Mercedes SLK350 
2001 and SLK55 2001 were sold to RMCE 
Metal Products Trading Corp., while a 
brand-new Mercedes Benz G500 was sold 
to Mopen Trading Corp. 

Three other luxury vehicles were un-
sold, and will be auctioned at a later date. 

In 2021, Customs collected P645.77 bil-
lion, 4.7% higher than its full-year target of 
P616.75 billion. This was also 20% higher 
than P537.69 billion in 2020, when the pan-
demic hampered supply chains. — Tobias 
Jared Tomas
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THE PHILIPPINES’ press freedom ranking further de-
clined in 2022, amid continued cyberattacks on news 
websites and judicial harassment of journalists.

The country slipped nine spots to 147th out of 
180 countries in the 2022 World Press Freedom 
Index by Paris-based Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF), which is said to be closely watched by some 
potential investors.  

This is the Philippines’ lowest ranking in eight 
years since it ranked 149th in 2014.

In a report released on World Press Freedom 
Day on May 3, the global media watchdog noted 
that several news websites “that do not toe the 
line” of President Rodrigo R. Duterte, have been 
subjected to cyberattacks by trolls.

It also cited the Congress’ refusal to renew the 
franchise of ABS-CBN Corp., the country’s largest 
broadcast network, “leading to the closure of 
dozens of radio stations and TV channels.”  

“The Philippines is due to emerge from 
Duterte’s six-year presidency in 2022, six years 
marked by countless verbal attacks coupled with 
judicial harassment targeting any media deemed 
overly critical of the government,” it said.  

Mr. Duterte’s Acting Spokesperson Jose Ruperto 
Martin M. Andanar downplayed the report, saying 
that the Philippines is not yet included in the red list 
of countries with very bad press freedom situations. 

“[It] has acknowledged that the Philippine 
media are extremely vibrant,” he said at a regular 
news conference on Wednesday. 

The Reporters Without Borders used a new meth-
odology for this year’s rankings, as it assessed press 
freedom in terms of political context, legal framework, 
economic context, sociocultural context and safety.

In terms of legal framework, Reporters Without 
Borders noted that Philippine laws do not protect the 
ability of journalists to work freely despite the free-
dom of the press guaranteed by the 1987 Constitu-
tion, which was crafted after a people power uprising 
toppled the late dictator Ferdinand E. Marcos.  

It cited the case of journalist and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Maria A. Ressa who is facing legal ac-
tion brought by several government agencies.  

“Defamation is still criminalized. The government 
uses laws relating to media ownership and taxation to 
harass critical media such as the Rappler website,” it 
said, referring to the website led by Ms. Ressa.

Maria Ela L. Atienza, a political science professor 
at the University of the Philippines, said the RSF 
report is “accurate.”

“The Duterte administration has not been very toler-
ant of media and did not respect media freedom. It has 
also not protected the rights of media workers,” she said.

Ms. Atienza said Mr. Duterte prefers to com-
municate with “friendly” media outlets, such as the 
Sonshine Media Network International (SMNI) of his 
spiritual adviser Apollo C. Quiboloy, who is wanted 
in the United States for sex trafficking chargers. 
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The Philippines fell further by nine places to 147th out of 180 countries in the 2022 edition of the Reporters 
Without Borders’ World Press Freedom Index, which assesses the state of journalism. This was the lowest 
rank of the country in eight years or since the 149th in 2014. The Philippines was the seventh lowest in the 
East and Southeast Asia region, only ahead of Hong Kong, Laos, Vietnam, China, Myanmar, and North Korea.

PHILIPPINES DROPS ANEW
IN WORLD PRESS FREEDOM INDEX

NOTES:
- Rankings of the index are based on scores ranging from 0 to 100 
which is assigned to each country, where 100 is the best possible score 
(the highest possible level of press freedom) and 0 the worst with the 
score calculated in two components:
1. Quantitative Tally of Abuses - tally of abuses against journalists in 
connection with their work, and against media outlets and 
2. Qualitative Analysis of The Situation - analyses in each country or 
territory based on the responses of press freedom specialists (including 
journalists, researchers, academics, and human rights defenders) to an 
RSF questionnaire which is made available in 23 languages.
- Under the new methodology, each country’s score is evaluated using 
five equally weighted contextual indicators reflecting the press freedom 
situation in all its complexity: political context, legal framework, 
economic context, sociocultural context, and safety.
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THE COUNTRY’S job market is 
on track to bounce back to its pre-
pandemic level by the second half 
of 2022, as business activity im-
proves with the easing of mobility 
restrictions.

“We are optimistic that we 
will hit the 5% unemployment 
this year,” Labor Undersecretary 
Benjo Santos M. Benavidez said 
in an interview with ABS-CBN 
News Channel on Wednesday.

“Barring any surge in COV-
ID-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) 

cases, we expect that by next 
semester we will recover the em-
ployment rates to pre-pandemic 
level… Since we are already open-
ing the economy, we are expecting 
to rebound to the pre-pandemic 
level of employment and under-
employment,” he said.

In 2019, the annual unemploy-
ment rate — the share of the un-
employed to the total labor force 
— stood at 5.1%. It more than 
doubled to 10% in 2020 as many 
businesses were forced to shut 

down due to the pandemic. The 
jobless rate improved to 7.8% in 
2021. 

Job quality — as measured by 
underemployment rate or the 
proportion of those employed 
who wants additional job or lon-
ger working hours — was at 13.8% 
in 2019. During the pandemic, it 
rose to 16.4% and 15.9% in 2020 
and 2021, respectively.

In February, the jobless rate 
stood at 6.4%, representing 3.126 
million unemployed Filipinos. 

The Philippine Statistics Author-
ity (PSA) will release the Labor 
Force Survey for March on Friday. 
The data is expected to reflect the 
impact of the further easing of 
pandemic restrictions during the 
month.

Metro Manila and other ar-
eas were placed under the most 
lenient Alert Level 1 in March as 
the number of COVID -19 cases 
dwindled. 

Employers Confederation of 
the Philippines President Sergio 

R. Ortiz-Luis, Jr. said that the 
government’s optimistic outlook 
for the labor market may be due 
to the lower alert levels.

Government projects such 
as Reform, Rebound, Recover: 
One Million Jobs for 2021 also 
helped in providing opportuni-
ties for qualified yet unemployed 
jobseekers, Mr. Ortiz-Luis said in 
a phone interview.

“Still, we should address issues 
that would hinder our progress. 
Hopefully, the next administra-

tion will address issues in the ag-
ricultural sector, mining, manu-
facturing, and construction. And 
hopefully, the quality of jobs will 
improve,” he added.

“The tourism sector will take 
a while to recover. We cannot 
control the arrivals of visitors. 
We still have problems in trans-
portation in Metro Manila. 
Thankfully our domestic sector 
is improving,” Mr. Ortiz-Luis 
said.
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PHL slumps to lowest press 
freedom ranking in 8 years
By Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza Reporter


