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NLEX Corp., a unit of Metro Pa-
cific Tollways Corp. (MPTC), 
hopes to start the construction of 
a P5.5-billion third Candaba Via-
duct later this year, its President 
and General Manager said. 

The Candaba Viaduct is a 
causeway allowing motorists to 
traverse the section of the swamp 
between Pulilan, Bulacan and 
Apalit, Pampanga.

“ W h a t  w e  a r e  b u sy  w i t h 
today, apart from the NLEX 
Connector project, is we are 
bidding out the Candaba Via-
duct, (which) we call the third 
viaduct,” NLEX Corp.’s J.  Lu-

igi  L.  Bautista told Business-
World in a chance interview.

“Today, you have the north-
bound viaduct and the south-
bound viaduct, right? What we 
will do is we will construct a third 
viaduct in the middle,” he added.

He said two contractors were 
vying for the project. “We are in the 
process of selecting the contractor.” 

Construction is expected to 
take two years, “if not in the last 
part of the third quarter, maybe 
early fourth quarter of this year,” 
Mr. Bautista noted.

The viaduct is a bottleneck 
for vehicles traveling north and 
south along NLEX, where the 
available lanes narrow from the 
normal width on dry land.

The company is also planning to 
start this year the construction of a 

two-kilometer expressway section 
between the Mindanao Avenue 
toll plaza and Quirino Highway in 
Novaliches, Quezon City.

It is currently awaiting ap-
proval from the Toll Regulatory 
Board for the implementation of 
the first section of the proposed 
P92-billion NLEX-CAVITEX 
Port Expressway Link project.

The 15-kilometer (km) NLEX-
CAVITEX Port Expressway Link 
project was originally a joint unso-
licited proposal with the Manila-
Cavite Expressway (CAVITEX) 
submitted to the Department of 
Public Works and Highways in 
2019 to extend the North Luzon 
Expressway (NLEX).

MPTC’s capital expenditure 
budget for the year has been set 
at P32 billion. It recently opened 

the Cebu-Cordova Link Express-
way project in Cebu.

MPTC expects the comple-
tion of NLEX Connector Phase 
1, Cavite-Laguna Expressway - 
Cavite Segment, NLEX Segment 
8.2 Section 1A, NLEX Connector 
Phase 2, and CAVITEX C5 Link 
projects this year.

MPTC is the tollway unit of 
Metro Pacific Investments Corp., 
one of three key Philippine units 
of Hong Kong-based First Pacific 
Co. Ltd., the others being Philex 
Mining Corp. and PLDT, Inc. 

Hastings Holdings, Inc., a 
unit of PLDT Beneficial Trust 
Fund subsidiary MediaQuest 
Holdings, Inc., has a majority 
stake in BusinessWorld through 
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  S t a r  G r o u p, 
which it controls. 

GRAB Philippines, the domi-
nant ride-sharing company, 
said it is asking the govern-
ment to allow it to hire more 
drivers amid increasing de-
mand due to reduced mobility 
restrictions. 

“We anticipated this situation, 
and are working with the LTFRB 
(Land Transportation Franchis-
ing and Regulatory Board) to 
onboard more TNVS (technol-
ogy- and app-based transport 
network vehicle service) drivers 
on the platform,” Grab Philip-
pines said in a statement.

“Last April 12, we received 
the welcome news that the 
LTFRB will open a batch of 
almost 8,000 TNVS slots on 
April 18 through the TNVS on-
line portal,” it added.

The company expects ad-
ditional TNVS drivers to be 
on the road in two to three 
months. But the additional 
TNVS slots “are not enough to 
meet the increasing demand 
for GrabCar,” it noted.

“Grab continues to work 
with the LTFRB to add more 
TNVS slots to better serve the 
needs of the riding public.”

Grab Philippines has said that 
as of February 2020, it had around 
33,000 active drivers daily.

The number significantly 
decreased during the pandem-
ic, it said.

“We understand that life 
is going back to normal, and 
more Filipinos are going out 
and taking GrabCar for their 
everyday commute. Despite 
Grab Philippines’ efforts to 
support driver-partners on 
the platform, the prolonged 
suspension of ride-hailing 
during the height of the lock-
downs forced thousands of 
GrabCar driver-partners to 
give up their cars, or look for 
alternative income oppor-
tunities elsewhere,” it also 
said.

“This situation has cre-
ated a serious imbalance in 
GrabCar’s supply and demand 
conditions, resulting in fewer 
GrabCar driver-partners on 
the road having to serve an 
ever-increasing number of 
passengers.”

In March, drivers of ride-
hailing services, including 
Grab,  urged the LTFRB to act 
on their petition to increase 
base fares by P15 as pump 
prices continued to rise.

R a t e s  v a r y  d e p e n d i n g 
on the vehicle type. The flag 
down rate is as much as P40 
for sedans and as much as P50 
for premium Asian and sport 
utility vehicles. For hatchback 
or sub-compact cars, the flag 
down rate is as much as P30. — 
Arjay L. Balinbin

A ZERO-TARIFF policy for electric vehicle 
(EV) imports is targeted for approval before 
the current government leaves office, ac-
cording to the Department of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI). 

Trade Secretary Ramon M. Lopez said dur-
ing the launch of SM Supermalls’ free EV 
charging stations at the SM Aura Premier on 
Thursday that the DTI’s proposal to lower the 
tariff on EV imports to 0% from 30% was ap-
proved by President Rodrigo R. Duterte, with 
the proposal now being heard by the Tariff 
Commission (TC).  

“We’re just undergoing the process now 
of the usual hearings in the TC so that we 
can formalize the reduction from 30% to 0%. 
And then it will pass through the Committee 
on Tariff and Trade Related Matters,” Mr. 
Lopez said.  

He is hoping for approval before June 30, 
the day the President’s term ends.  

The DTI, in March, announced the zero-
tariff policy for EVs, pitching it as a counter 
to rising fuel prices and promote the vehicles’ 
widespread adoption.  

“The EV industry will be happy with this. 
Distributors (will) lower the price of EVs and 
encourage the use of these. Hopefully, the 
streets of the Philippines (will) have more 
EVs,” Mr. Lopez said.  

Mr. Lopez said broader adoption will re-
sult in the construction of more charging 
stations, making local manufacturing of EVs 
more feasible.  

He estimated a charging station to cost 
between P1 and P2 million.  

Mr. Lopez said the effort to build an EV 
market will gain traction due to the recent 
passage of Republic Act No. 11697, or the Elec-
tric Vehicle Industry Development Act.  

The new law requires companies, public 
transport operators, and government units 
maintain vehicle fleets that include at least 
5% EVs.  

Mr. Lopez said that the DTI is also consid-
ering the allocation of part of the fis-
cal support for the P27-billion 
Comprehensive Automo-
tive Resurgence Strat-
egy (CARS) program 
to local EV manu-
facturing.  

“ R e m e m -
ber, the CARS 
program has 2 
participants. 
T h e r e  a r e 
s u p p o s e d 
t o  b e  t h r e e 
participants. The 

remaining budget for that, hopefully, we can 
channel it into the development for the manu-
facturing of EVs as well,” Mr. Lopez said.  

“That’s about P9 billion per company 
(worth) of support. The third one we can al-
locate to the third participant in the CARS 
program. It’s still a draft executive order I’d 
like to present to the President. Hopefully 
it can be passed by the President (before he 
steps down),” he added.  

The two manufacturers participating in the 
CARS program are Toyota Motor Philippines 
Corp. (TMP) and Mitsubishi Motors Philip-
pines Corp. (MMPC).  

The program provides fiscal support for the 
domestic production of at least 200,000 

units within six years.  
Under the program, TMP 
produces the Vios compact 

car while MMPC manu-
factures the competing 

Mirage. The deadline 
for MMPC to meet 

the Mirage quota 
is 2023 while TMP 

has until 2024 to 
produce the re-
quired volume of 

Vios cars.  — Revin 
Mikhael D. Ochave

THE Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) is expected to expedite rul-
ings involving companies with foreign 
ownership cases, following the passage 
of three laws liberalizing foreign par-
ticipation in various industries.

“With the signing of the amendments 
of the Foreign Investments Act (FIA), the 
Public Service Act (PSA), and the Retail 
Trade Liberalization Act (RTLA), the 
regulatory body may now quickly resolve 
pending cases, a move that will help the 
Philippines hasten its recovery from the 
pandemic,” former SEC Secretary Ge-
rard M. Lukban said in a statement.

“Instituting these game-changing re-
forms is a step in the right direction. Now 
more than ever, it is imperative to further 
liberalize the Philippine economy and open 
its doors to foreign investment to spur eco-

nomic growth amid the lingering impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” he added.

President Rodrigo R. Duterte re-
cently signed into law the three mea-
sures designed to further open up the 
economy to foreign investors.

Republic Act (RA) No. 11647, which 
amended the Foreign Investments Act 
of 1991,  eases foreign ownership rules 
for most retail companies except for 
micro and small market enterprises 
with paid-in capital of up to $200,000.

RA No. 11595, which amended the 
Retail Trade Liberalization Act of 
2000,  lowers the minimum paid-up 
capital for foreign retailers to P25 mil-
lion and the minimum investment re-
quirement to P10 million per store.

In March, Mr. Duterte signed Repub-
lic Act (RA) No. 11659, which amended 

the Public Service Act to allow 100% for-
eign ownership in many industries, the 
main exceptions being entities engaged 
in the transmission and distribution of 
electricity, water pipeline and sewerage 
companies, seaports, petroleum pipe-
lines, and public utility vehicles.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) estimates that the Philippines 
took in a record foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) of $10.3 billion in 2021.

With the amendment, Mr. Lukban 
said he expects FDI to surge, aiding 
the Philippines in its recovery from the 
pandemic.

He also said that the favorable reso-
lution of pending cases complements 
the amended laws and will further bol-
ster the Philippines’ image as a new 
investment destination.

“Foreign investors were previously 
cautious (about entering) the Philippines 
because of the old and antiquated laws, 
which made it hard for us to attract larger 
investments. Resolving pending cases 
swiftly will allow us to show investors 
that the Philippines is now a haven for 
foreign investments,” Mr. Lukban said.

“Allowing more players to jump-
start their business in our country, 
as evidenced by the record-high im-
provement in investor sentiment, can 
help drive our economic recovery. The 
implementation of easier restrictions 
on foreign entrants will lead to the cre-
ation of more jobs and unlock more 
opportunities, ultimately leading to 
higher income and spending power of 
households,” he added. — Luisa Maria 
Jacinta C. Jocson

NLEX Corp. to build P5.5-billion
Candaba swamp third viaduct
By Arjay L. Balinbin
Senior Reporter

Grab seeks more ride-share
slots as mobility rules ease

EV zero-tariff policy readied before end of term

AN Indian maker of body armor 
and military electro-optic devices 
said on Thursday that its main 
challenge in deciding to manufac-
ture in the Philippines is the poli-
cy uncertainty accompanying the 
imminent change of government.

“The challenge in building a 
facility here in the Philippines 
is continuity. An administration 
only has six years. A President 
may come and go shortly,” ac-
cording to Anton Chan, Jr., local 
representative of MKU Ltd., an 
Indian defense contractor, speak-
ing at a briefing. 

“Any investor would require 
continuity and return on invest-
ment,” he said, citing previous 
incidents like the cancellation of 
a UK armored vehicle contract.

“Aside from continuity, devel-
oping the supply chain is also an 
issue here,” according to Manish 
Khandelwal, a director at MKU. 
“These are the two issues that 
prevent us from putting up a 
manufacturing site here.”

“Supply chain challenges may 
involve small components, in-
cluding the delivery of materials 
and products.”

The company remains inter-
ested in exploring opportunities 
in the Philippines, he said.

“We want to invest in the Philip-
pine defense (industry) to boost its 
capability,” Mr. Khandelwal said, 
noting that the company is willing 
to respond to the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines’ needs and help the 
defense establishment achieve its 
long-term goals “That’s one of our 
commitments to the market.”

In 2017, the company supplied 
the Philippines with helmets that 
were used in operations in the 
southern Philippines.

MKU has exported body armor 
and night vision devices to the 
Philippine Army and the Philip-
pine National Police (PNP) via 
the government’s international 
procurement arm, the Philippine 
International Trading Corp.

Mr. Chan said that the com-
pany would only set up a manu-
facturing site in the Philippines 
under a joint venture agreement 
with the government. 

“The Philippines in the near 
future might not be interested 
in investing in or pursuing joint 
venture agreements because 
the world will be f looded with 
equipment,” said security and 
defense consultant Jose Antonio 
Custodio, citing the increased 
demand and production resulting 
from the war between Russia and 
Ukraine.

“We are likely to buy surplus 
defense equipment because 
production across the world has 
increased due to recent events.”

He said Philippine defense 
spending has historically been 
“driven by fiscal policy, not politi-
cal priorities.”

“The government cannot in-
crease its defense spending when 
it doesn’t have the budget to do 
so,” he said in a Messenger call. 

M r.  C u s t o d i o  s a i d  t h e 
government needs to smooth out 
inefficiencies in procurement 
to attract investment. — Kyle 
Aristophere T. Atienza

Liberalization bills seen producing spate of SEC foreign ownership rulings

AFP, PNP supplier wary 
of PHL policy shifts as
government turns over 

THE Fiscal Incentives Review Board (FIRB) said it will 
continue to require registered business enterprises 
(RBEs), including information technology–business 
process management (IT-BPM) firms, to make their 
employees work onsite.  

Finance Assistant Secretary Juvy C. Danofrata, who 
also heads the FIRB Secretariat, said in a statement on 
Thursday that the work-from-home (WFH) arrangement 
previously enjoyed by RBEs was a time-bound measure 
that expired when quarantine conditions eased.  

“Given the increasing vaccination rate of Filipinos 
nationwide, we can now undertake safety measures 
for the physical reporting of employees. In fact, the 
President has ordered all government agencies and in-
strumentalities to adhere to the 100% on-site workforce 
rule allowed by Alert Level 1,” Ms. Danofrata said.  

“The government has exercised significant caution 
in balancing the economy’s needs and the health re-
quirements to address concerns the pandemic caused. 
However, we believe that the current situation allows 
us to direct our policies towards fully reopening the 
economy,” she added.  

Under FIRB Resolution 19-21, registered IT-BPM 
companies can implement WFH arrangements for 
up to 90% of their workforce while still enjoying tax 
incentives. However, the resolution expired on April 1, 
with employees having since been directed to return to 
onsite work.   

According to Ms. Danofrata, the FIRB was taking 
in requests for the continued adoption of flexible or 
off-site work arrangements for the IT-BPM sector while 
still enjoying their tax breaks. She said tax breaks are a 
privilege of RBEs operating in special economic zones 
or freeports. 

She said registered projects or activities should 
be done within the geographical boundaries of the 
economic zone (ecozones) or freeports to be entitled 
to fiscal incentives, as provided under the National 
Internal Revenue Code as amended by Republic Act No. 
11534 or the Corporate Recovery and Tax Incentives for 
Enterprises (CREATE) Act.  

Ms. Danofrata said tax incentives are given to prior-
ity projects or activities located within ecozones and 
freeports, which were established to promote export 
activity and allow the free flow of goods and services, 
including IT-BPM services, within the zones.  

“Under the law, allowing companies to have their 
activities be conducted from their homes or anywhere 
outside the zone territory while enjoying their tax 
incentives is in utter disregard and violation of the 
aforementioned provision of law,” Ms. Danofrata said.  

Recently, the Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
announced that it is allowing registered firms to con-
duct a 70% on-site and 30% WFH arrangements in the 
face of the government’s return to office order. — Revin 
Mikhael D. Ochave

FIRB stands firm on ecozone onsite work 
MACROVECTOR-FREEPIK

JOB OPENING
MAGKING SERVICES CORPORATION 

Unit 5D Rose Industries Building, Pioneer St., Kapitolyo, Pasig City
                                

10   CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
10   COMPUTER TECHNICIAN  
10   TECHNICAL SUPPORT SPECIALIST
5   I.T. SUPPORT SPECIALIST 
5   SOFTWARE / WEB DEVELOPER 
5   OPERATIONS MANAGER (KOREAN) 
5   FINANCE MANAGER 

Qualifications:
•	Graduate of Bachelor’s/College Degree in any field 
•	At least 2 years of working experience in a related position
•	Ability to maintain high level of confidentiality 
•	Proficient in speaking and writing in English & Korean Hangul

Kindly send your resume to this email:            
 magkingservices@gmail.com

JOB OPENING
HJ WEB SOFTWARE DEVELOPER INCORPORATED   

 UNIT 207, HERITAGE CONDOMINIUM, 1851 A. VASQUEZ ST., 
MALATE, MANILA

                                
      10    CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
        5    COMPUTER TECHNICIAN
        5    SYSTEM ANALYST 

  Qualifications:
•	Graduate of Bachelor’s/College Degree in any field 
•	With at least 6 months experience in a related position
•	Ability to maintain high level of confidentiality 
•	Excellent written and verbal communication.

Kindly send your resume or CV to this email:
hjwebsoftwaredeveloperinc@gmail.com


