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NO major smuggling cases have 
been prosecuted successfully 
since 2016, Senators said at a 
committee hearing, which was 
told that more than 20 major 
smuggling operations are cur-
rently active.  

Senator Cynthia A. Villar, au-
thor of Republic Act (RA) 10845, 
which classified large-scale 
smuggling of agricultural prod-
ucts as economic sabotage, said 
she is not aware of any important 
smugglers being imprisoned.

“No one has been jailed… but I 
have been seeing (the Bureau of 
Customs’) press releases on those 
captured,” she said, noting that 
seizures of up to P10 million are a 
“normal occurrence.”

Ms. Villar, who chairs the Sen-
ate Committee on Agriculture 
and Food, said the smuggling of 
vegetables and other agricultural 
products continues unabated.

RA 10845 permits no bail for 
the offense of smuggling agri-
cultural products in their raw 
state, or those products that have 
undergone simple processing or 
preservation. The no-bail rule ap-

plies to shipments valued at P1 
million for most farm items. For 
rice the threshold is P10 million.

“There’s something wrong 
with the implementation of the 
law,” Ms. Villar added. 

The Bureau of Customs (BoC) 
reported at the hearing that it 
has filed 103 cases of agricultural 
smuggling between 2016 and 
March 2022, with the shipments 
valued at P1.35 billion.

Senior Assistant State Pros-
ecutor Charlie L. Guhit of the 
Department of Justice’s (DoJ) 
National Prosecution Service 
said that DoJ has itself filed four 
smuggling cases and is awaiting 
court rulings.

“Insofar as imprisonment is 
concerned, the accused will be 
imprisoned if there is a determi-
nation by the court that the ac-
cused is guilty beyond reasonable 
doubt and based on our data, with 
respect to the four reported cases, 
some of which are still pending 
reinvestigation or arraignment,” 
he said, adding that “no incar-
cerations” have resulted from the 
prosecutions as yet.

“It’s very frustrating,” Senate 
President Vicente C. Sotto III 
said, that not a single smuggler or 
protector of smugglers has been 
convicted in six years.

National Intelligence Coordi-
nating Agency Director Edsel T. 
Batalla confirmed the names of 
major smugglers Mr. Sotto had 
read out at the hearing, said to 
be operating at the Manila Inter-
national Container Port Subic, 
Cagayan de Oro, and Batangas. 

Mr. Batalla said the agency 
maintains a list of 20 major smug-
glers, including the names read 
out by Mr. Sotto. Mr. Batalla said 
at least five names on the list were 
government officials suspected of 
protecting smugglers.

Mr. Batalla called his informa-
tion the preliminary finding of 
the Sub Task Group on Economic 
Intelligence which needed to be 
validated.

He said other names remain 
classified.

Trade Undersecretary Ruth 
B. Castelo said her department 
is seeking the assistance of the 
BoC in charging smugglers, as the 

department is not authorized to 
proceed with prosecutions. She 
reiterated the need for interagen-
cy cooperation.

“Since the inception of the Sub 
Task Group on Economic Intel-
ligence (in) February of 2021, we 
have uncovered a total value of 
P121 million in misdeclared and 
undervalued rice,” she said.

“The total value of confiscated 
products under the operations of 
the Sub Task Group on Economic 
Intelligence is more than P600 
million from February last year to 
date,” she added.

Former Party-list Representa-
tive Nicanor Briones of the Ag-
ricultural Sector Alliance of the 
Philippines also noted the lack of 
results from prosecutions.

“It’s easy to file cases, but if 
nothing comes out of it, it’s use-
less,” he added. “When there are 
no results, people from the ag-
ricultural sector lose hope and 
trust.” He said the average age of 
a Filipino farmer is 60, and smug-
gling is making it harder to attract 
younger people to take up farm-
ing. — Alyssa Nicole O. Tan

Senate flags lack of successful
prosecutions for smuggling

THE Board of Investments (BoI) said it 
recently conducted discussions with US 
infrastructure company Diode Ventures 
and engineering firm ENDECGROUP, 
Inc. regarding their interest in investing 
in Philippine projects.  

Diode Ventures, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Black & Veatch, develops 

facilities for the energy and data infra-
structure industries. 

Diode Ventures President Brad Hardin, 
together with ENDECGROUP Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer William John-
son, met with BoI Managing Head and 
Undersecretary Ceferino S. Rodolfo and 
other key officials to express their “serious 

and very substantial” investment plans to 
develop hyperscale datacenter and renew-
able energy generation projects.  

Diode Ventures is currently developing 
solar energy projects in Taiwan and Japan, 
and is establishing data centers in the US.  

Diode Ventures and ENDECGROUP 
told the BoI they are finalizing their 

plans for entering the Philippine market.  
In January, Diode Ventures announced 

on its website that it has successfully 
signed a joint venture agreement with 
South Korean energy investment advi-
sory firm Energy Innovation Partners for 
developing renewable energy and data 
infrastructure projects in South Korea.   

Meta, the parent company of Face-
book, Instagram, and WhatsApp, re-
cently selected Diode Ventures’ Golden 
Plains Technology Park in Kansas City 
to be the site of its $800-million hy-
perscale data center powered by 100% 
renewable energy. — Ram Christian S. 
Agustin 

BoI in talks with US potential investors in hyperscale datacenter, RE projects 

THE Department of Information and 
Communications Technology (DICT) said 
it is taking steps to expedite applications 
for new entrants for the express delivery 
or messengerial services industry.

“With specific regard to this industry, 
I have restructured the Postal Regulation 
Division (PRD) into the ICT Infrastruc-
ture and Services Enabling Division 
(IISED), to be under the direct control 
and supervision of the Office of the 
Undersecretary for Digital Philippines,” 
Acting DICT Secretary Emmanuel Rey 
R. Caintic told reporters after meeting 
with private express and messengerial 
delivery services operators.

Such entities use mobile applica-
tions or information and communica-
tions technology-aided tools for their 
delivery services. The DICT regulates 
the postal delivery services industry.

The PRD was previously under the 
DICT’s Legal Service. The department 
said delivery service providers will 
now be overseen by the Office of the 
Undersecretary for Digital Philippines, 
which is specialized in the develop-
ment of such sectors.

“You may wonder why I have 
made such a decision and the answer 
is simple. Private messengerial and 
courier services are riding the growth 
brought about by e-commerce,” Mr. 
Caintic said.

“By 2024, the logistics market 
alone is set to (grow to) over P1 trillion. 
By improving the ease of doing busi-
ness of companies that are entering 
this space, we are enabling companies 
that will bring thousands of jobs… pro-
viding numerous options to our online 
sellers, and improving the competitive-
ness of this sector,” he added.

Mr. Caintic recently signed Depart-
ment Circular No. 001, Series of 2022 to 
rationalize the registration, accreditation, 
and monitoring of private express and/or 
messengerial delivery service providers.

The department circular also covers 
independent tower companies and sat-
ellite service providers and operators.

“This would achieve the instruc-
tions of President Rodrigo R. Duterte 
to remove red tape and unneces-
sary steps, costs, and procedures in 
governmental dealings, as well as 
conforms to Republic Act No. 11032 
or the Ease of Doing Business and 
Efficient Government Service Delivery 
Act of 2018,” Mr. Caintic said.

Under the department circular, 
the Office of the Undersecretary 
for Digital Philippines will “lead in 
accelerating the promotion, liberaliza-
tion, nationalization, and streamlining 
of the registration/accreditation, and 
regulation of ICT infrastructure and 
services.” — Arjay L. Balinbin

DICT expediting approvals for 
delivery services entrants

RENEWABLE ENERGY (RE) capacity in the 
Philippines grew 9% in 2021, roughly in line 
with the pace of global growth, the Interna-
tional Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 
said in a report.

IRENA estimated the Philippines’ RE ca-
pacity at 7,617 megawatts (MW) in 2021, up 
from 6,986 MW the previous year.  

Global capacity growth was 9.1% to 3,064 
gigawatts (GW), with hydropower accounting 
for 1,230 GW. Solar and wind RE projects ac-
counted for 88% of new generating capacity.

Some 60% of the world’s new capacity came 
from Asian, with China adding 121 GW.   

Philippine hydropower capacity increased 
by 5 MW to 3,785 MW, while solar energy was 
1,370 MW, rising by 312 MW, according to the 
report.

In terms of relative growth, Bioenergy 
added proportionally the most new capacity 
of 314 MW to 827 MW. Wind energy capacity 
was unchanged at 443 MW, the third year of 
zero growth. 

IRENA Director- General Francesco La 
Camera said the growth of the industry comes 

at a time when the world is rethinking its reli-
ance on conventional energy sources.

“Our current energy crisis… adds to the 
evidence that the world can no longer rely on 
fossil fuels to meet its energy demand. Money 
directed to fossil fuel power plants yields un-
rewarding results, both for the survival of a na-
tion and the planet. Renewable power should 
become the norm across the globe,” he said.  

Earlier this year, the Department of Energy 
issued bid invitations for 2,000 MW worth 
of RE capacity, with 1,400 MW to be built in 
Luzon, 400 MW in the Visayas, and 200 MW 
in Mindanao. — Ram Christian S. Agustin

THE Department of Finance (DoF) said it 
fielded complaints and conducted lifestyle 
checks against 468 members of staff over the 
past five and a half years.

In a statement on Tuesday, the DoF said 58 
cases were filed before various quasi-judicial 
bodies, including the Office of the Ombudsman 
and the Civil Service Commission, following 
investigations conducted by the department’s 
Revenue Integrity Protection Service (RIPS) 
between July 2016 and December 2021.

The employees involved were from the 
DoF, the Bureau of Customs (BoC), Bureau 
of Internal Revenue (BIR), Bureau of Local 
Government Finance (BLGF), the Bureau of 
the Treasury (BTr), and the Insurance Com-
mission (IC), RIPS Executive Director Ray 
Gilberto J. Espinosa said in a report to Finance 
Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez III. 

Some 55% of the employees investigated were 
from Customs, while 38% were from the BIR.

At the end of March 2022, the BoC issued 32 
show-cause orders against members of staff, 
while the BoC’s Customs Intelligence and In-
vestigation Service conducted 250 investiga-
tions. This led to the relief of 85 employees, nine 
transfers, two suspensions, and one reprimand.

Between July 2016 and February 2022, 16 
were dismissed, 10 were convicted of criminal 
charges, 35 suspended, 9 reprimanded, and 
7 had to pay fines, Mr. Espinosa said in his 
report. — Tobias Jared Tomas

THE Department of Energy’s (DoE) 
Energy Utilization Management Bu-
reau (EUMB) said it extended by a 
month the deadline for all Designated 
Establishments (DEs) to submit their 
energy consumption reports.  

In a notice issued by the EUMB, all 
industrial, commercial and transport 
establishments required to submit 
energy consumption reports on or 
before April 15 can hand them in by 
May 15 without penalty.

April 15 is a public holiday.  
According to Memorandum Cir-

cular No. 2020-05-0001, DEs with an 
annual energy consumption of at least 
100,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) are 
required to submit an Annual Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Report 
(AECR), and an Annual Energy Utili-
zation Report (AEUR).  

These establishments are also re-
quired to report their  Energy Man-
agement Systems (EnMS) concepts 
and practices, and have been encour-
aged by the department to have their 
EnMS systems certified.  

A DE consuming 500,000 kWh to 
4 million kWh is classified as Type 1 
DE and must employ an Energy Con-
servation Officer (ECO), while Type 
2 DEs reporting annual energy con-
sumption higher than 4 million kWh 
must have an Energy Manager (EM).  

Registered ECOs and EMs can ei-
ther be employees or third-party ser-
vice providers from an Energy Service 
Company (ESCO).  

DEs that are complying for the 
first time can also submit consump-
tion data from 2016- 2020 alongside 
their AECR and AEUR.  

Last week, the EUMB conducted 
a spot check of  the Albay provincial 
government for its compliance with 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
(EEC) best practices.  

“As the government should be in 
the forefront of practicing EEC, I laud 
the province of Albay for exhibiting 
excellence in the implementation of 
sustainable energy systems,” Energy 
Secretary Alfonso C. Cusi said.  

The provincial government show-
cased solar-powered streetlights, the 
use of light-emitting diodes (LEDs), 
and scheduled fan mode for air-condi-
tioning units during the visit.  

“The DoE is actively pushing all the 
government instrumentalities in re-
alizing the dream of EEC as our way of 
life,” Mr. Cusi said. — Ram Christian 
S. Agustin  

Philippine RE capacity up 9% in
2021, in line with global growth

REGISTERED DEATHS rose by 
39% year on year in 2021, while 
births declined by 14.3%, the 
Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) said in a report.

Citing preliminary data from 
the PSA’s Vital Statistics report, 
deaths in the 12 months of 2021 
totaled 853,074, with the Cala-
barzon region (Cavite, Laguna, 
Batangas, Rizal, Quezon) posting 
the most deaths at 135,333, or 
15.9% of the total.

Metro Manila logged 101,064 
deaths during the period, up 
19.8%.

Registered births, meanwhile, 
declined by 14.3% to 1,309,601 last 
year, with Calabarzon accounting 

for 198,464, down from its year-
earlier tally of 232,606. Births 
in the National Capital Region 
(NCR) totaled 1,309,601 last year, 
down from 1,528,684 in 2020.

Registered marriages amount-
ed to 346,595 in 2021, up 43.9%, 
led by Calabarzon with 49,864. 
The NCR logged 39,916 marriag-
es, up 22.1%.

The information in the Vital 
Statistics report was compiled 
from tallies generated by city or 
municipal Civil Registrars, con-
solidated by the PSA’s Provincial 
Statistical Offices and then sub-
mitted to the Office of the Civil 
Registrar General as of Feb. 28, 
2022. —  Abigail Marie P. Yraola

2021 deaths, marriages
rise, while births decline

468 personnel
probed since
2016 — DoF

Energy dep’t extends by a month
deadline for consumption reports
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