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Next gov’t must back recovery plan — palace

Gov’t urged to reconsider 
Pasig expressway due to 
environmental concerns

Subsidies sought for
returning business
processing workers

THE next administration is legally 
bound to implement Executive Or-
der (EO) 166, which contains el-
ements of President Rodrigo R. 
Duterte’s economic recovery plan, 
unless it is revoked, the Palace said 
in a statement.

The President’s acting spokesman, 
Jose Ruperto Martin M. Andanar, re-
jected claims that EO 166 represents the 
outgoing government’s closing move in 
effecting an economic recovery.

“ We do not share the view that 
this is the current Administration’s 
exit plan, for this forms part of the 
country ’s preparation to build re-
silience under the new normal,” he 
said.

“Unless Executive Order No. 166 is 
modified or revoked, it will remain ef-
fective and operational,” he added.

EO 166 is a 10-point economic recov-
ery agenda that, among others, desig-
nated the Inter-agency Task Force for 
the Management of Emerging Infec-
tious Diseases and the National Task 
Force Against COVID- 19 as the bodies 
responsible for the agenda’s implemen-
tation and for aligning all government 
measures to ensure a coordinated re-
sponse to the weakened economy.

The agenda calls for legislation that 
will facilitate the efficient rollout of 
emergency measures and the devel-
opment of a comprehensive pandemic 
response framework.

Mr. Andanar said Mr. Duterte’s of-
fice is confident that the next admin-
istration will adhere to the principles 
of EO 166. 

In a joint statement, the National 
Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA), the Department of Finance, 
and the Department of Trade and In-
dustry said EO 166 will boost the eco-
nomic recovery.

“Through the EO, we will be able to 
help more firms adapt and pursue the 
full and safe reopening of the economy,” 
Trade Secretary Ramon M. Lopez was 
quoted as saying.

Socio-Economic Planning Secretary 
Karl Kendrick T. Chua said in the state-
ment that the Philippines has made 

significant progress in implementing 
elements of the 10-point agenda, citing 
the move to more permissive quaran-
tine settings after the Omicron wave of 
the coronavirus receded.

Under Alert Level 1, NEDA estimates 
that economic activity will be boosted 
by around P10.8 billion per week and 
reduce the number of unemployed by 
around 195,000 over the next quarter, 
compared to the economy’s perfor-
mance under to Alert Level 2, the next 
and less permissive quarantine setting.

Mr. Chua, however, said the full 
benefit of Alert Level 1 cannot be 
maximized if many schools are still not 
conducting face-to-face learning. — 
Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

A TRANSPORT advocacy has urged the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) to reassess the pro-
posed Pasig River Expressway (PAREX), 
citing its environmental impact.

The Move As One Coalition said that 
the expressway will deliver “little or no 
benefit while causing significant harm,” 
calling it the “wrong project for today 
and tomorrow.”

PAREX is San Miguel Corp.’s (SMC) 
planned P95-billion, six-lane elevated 
highway, which will traverse Manila, 
Mandaluyong, Taguig, Makati, and Pasig 
along the river’s course.

Move As One urged the govern-
ment to postpone the public hearing on 
PAREX scheduled for March 25.

“The PAREX scoping meeting on July 
14 (2021) was not carried out correctly 
and the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) for the project contains 
two different expressway alignments, 
a serious error that will mislead and 
confuse stakeholders,” the coalition said 
in a statement.

On March 23, the coalition issued 
an 18-page statement and its own 
environmental impact assessment to the 
Environmental Management Bureau of 
the DENR.

“If the EIA is undertaken cor-
rectly and comprehensively, the EIA 
will show that the damage from PAREX 
significantly outweighs its questionable 
and likely small benefits. A project with 
negative impacts that exceed expected 
benefits should not be allowed to pro-
ceed, especially if the negative impacts 
are significant and not amenable to 
mitigation,” Move As One said.

“Unlike other major infrastructure 
projects, PAREX has never undergone 
the normal scrutiny and careful review 
by the government’s multi-agency 
Investment Coordination Committee. 
PAREX was never given any scrutiny by 

the Toll Regulatory Board, except for a 
cursory technical and financial evalua-
tion with very little detail,” it added.

Move As One said that SMC was not 
required to submit a comprehensive 
project economic analysis incorporating 
all costs and benefits including losses 
from likely negative social, economic, 
and environmental impacts.

“For this reason, the EIA of PAREX 
needs to be a comprehensive and 
credible accounting of all impacts that 
the project will bring. It may be the only 
opportunity the Filipino people will have 
to put a stop to a harmful project. It is 
therefore important that the proponent 
should not be permitted to take any 
‘shortcuts’ or to submit an incomplete or 
half-baked EIA,” it said.

“The draft EIA Report has missed out 
on several significant impacts of PAREX. 
Because of the considerable harm that 
PAREX could bring to millions of Filipi-
nos, to priceless heritage assets and to 
the environment, these likely impacts 
deserve to be analyzed thoroughly by 
the proponent,” it added.

The coalition estimated that the 
economic cost of the urban blight to 
nearby communities at a minimum of 
P96.9 billion.

It also cited the health and economic 
impacts of PAREX, including the in-
crease in ambient air temperature, and 
air and noise pollution.

“Neighborhoods in the vicinity of 
PAREX will become warmer. Increased 
temperature is expected from motor 
vehicles, from the reduction of the 
natural cooling effect of the Pasig River, 
and from the ‘urban heat island effect.’ 
Increased temperatures will result in 
illnesses such as heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke and more deaths from heart 
attacks, strokes and other cardiovascular 
diseases,” Move As One said. — Luisa 
Maria Jacinta C. Jocson

THE GOVERNMENT needs to 
support employees returning to 
perform onsite work in the infor-
mation technology and business 
process management (IT-BPM) 
industry, also known as the busi-
ness process outsourcing (BPO) 
sector, an Akbayan Party-List 
candidate said.

The party-list’s second nomi-
nee, Raymond John S. Naguit, 
said in a statement on Thursday 
that IT-BPM workers required 
to return to the office need sub-
sidized commutes and free coro-
navirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
testing, after the industry was 
recently denied permission to 
continue doing the bulk of its 
work remotely.  

Akbayan supports the in-
dustry’s position on continuing 
with work-from-home (WFH) 
arrangements for employees 
until September, saying that the 
government needs the time to 
prepare the work environment 
to make it safer, and also to shield 
workers from high fuel prices.

“If BPO workers are required 
to go back to onsite work, they 
should be given stronger benefits 
and subsidies. The government 
must ensure that COVID-19 test-

ing for all BPO workers is free and 
that adequate public transporta-
tion be made available, coupled 
with a sufficient commuter subsi-
dy for workers returning to onsite 
duty,” Mr. Naguit said.  

Incentives granted to eco-
nomic zone locators, including 
IT-BPM companies, are tied to 
working within the economic 
zones because they are classified 
as separate customs territories 
under the law. Economic man-
agers have argued that ecozone 
locators’ continued enjoyment 
of tax privileges despite WFH ar-
rangements puts non-locators at 
a disadvantage. 

During the pandemic, the 
industry was granted a WFH ex-
emption in the interest of safety. 
The authorization to work from 
home expires on March 31.

Mr. Naguit also called on the 
industry to subsidize the personal 
electricity and internet bills of 
remote workers.  

“ Under Republic Act No. 
11165 or the Telecommuting Act, 
employees have the right to re-
imbursement (of ) any expenses 
incurred while WFH,” Mr. Na-
guit said. — Revin Mikhael D. 
Ochave
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