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THE Department of Finance 
(DoF) and National Econom-
ic and Development Author-
ity (NEDA) on Thursday turned 
down the proposal to institution-
alize uniform wage across regions 
since it will worsen inequality. 

“As I mentioned earlier, the 
DoF will still submit our official 
position on the proposed mea-
sure,” DoF Legislative Liaison Spe-
cialist Jeanne S. Guinto said in a 

livestreamed hearing of the House 
Committee on Labor and Employ-
ment. “We just (want) to initially 
manifest that we pose an objection 
to the proposed measures as this 
may cause high inflation on top of 
the ongoing fuel crisis.

“We also have concerns on 
some of the provisions of the bill 
like aligning the minimum wage of 
those in the provinces with that in 
the city. We think that it may not be 

an effective measure as the cost of 
living in the provinces is different 
from that of the city,” she added. 

NEDA Director Reynaldo R. 
Cancio said the economic plan-
ning agency supports raising wag-
es but opposes a uniform national 
minimum wage, which it said will 
drive away businesses.

“We share the objective of 
raising the living standards for 
workers and their families, but 

we are unable to support propos-
als to have a  uniform minimum 
wage across regions as this erode 
the ability of other regions to at-
tract industries and enterprises 
and worsen the inequality across 
regions,” Mr. Cancio said.

He also expressed support for 
maintaining the tripartite wage 
mechanism to set each region’s 
minimum wage. — Jaspearl 
Emerald G. Tan

DoF, NEDA object to single 
national minimum wage

ONLY limited numbers of manu-
facturers are seeking permission 
to raise prices of basic goods, the 
Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI) said, with adjustments to the 
suggested retail price (SRP) list un-
der consideration. 

Trade Assistant Secretary Ann 
Claire C. Cabochan said in a Laging 
Handa briefing on Thursday that the 
department is weighing the impact on 
the broader economy before acting.  

“Pinag-aaralan natin, kasi kapag 
nagbibigay tayo ng SRP bulletin na 
may price adjustment, alam naman 
natin ’yung magiging epekto din ni-
yan kasi tataas pa ’yung presyo (It’s 
being studied, because if we allow 
an SRP adjustment, we all know that 
the impact would be higher prices)” 
Ms. Cabochan said.  

“Hindi naman lahat ay humihingi 
din ng increase as of this time, may 
ilan-ilan po. Titignan natin kung justi-
fied ’yung increase (Not all are asking 
to increase prices — it’s only a limited 
number. We will see if the reason for 
their requests is justified) and if it is, 
then that is the time (the) DTI will 
make adjustments,” she added.  

The SRP list was last updated 
by the DTI on Jan. 27, with 73 out of 
216 stock keeping units authorized 
to raise prices due to the higher 
production costs.  

The Philippine Amalgamated Su-
permarkets Association has estimated 
that the prices of basic necessities 

have increased by 3% to 6% while 
non-essential items have seen their 
prices increase between 8% and 15% 
in reaction to rising fuel prices.  

Ms. Cabochan said that the DTI 
sees no reason to order a price freeze 
with commodity prices rising due to 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

She said Republic Act No. 7581 
or the Price Act authorizes a price 
freeze after the declaration of a state 
of emergency.  

“As of this time and sinabi na ito 
ni (Trade) Secretary Ramon M. Lopez, 
na hindi pa natin nakikita ’yung (Sec-
retary Lopez has said that he does 
not as yet see) circumstances that 
will give rise to a declaration of state 
of emergency,” Ms. Cabochan said.  

“Under a price freeze, the 
affected products are only basic 
necessities listed in the Price Act. The 
price freeze does not include prime 
commodities,” Ms. Cabochan added.  

According to the DTI website, 
basic necessities include rice, corn, 
cooking oil, fresh milk, fresh eggs, 
and fresh fruit. These products will 
be covered by any price freeze.  

Prime commodities include flour, 
onion, garlic, processed and canned 
pork, processed and canned beef 
and poultry meat, and fertilizer.  

Since the beginning of 2022, the 
prices of gasoline, diesel, and kerosene 
have increased by P20.35 per liter, 
P30.65 per liter, and P24.90 per liter, re-
spectively. — Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 

DTI says few manufacturers
are seeking higher prices;
SRP adjustment under study

PORK PRODUCERS and rice farmers said 
lower tariffs for pork and rice failed to 
benefit consumers and producers, with 
retail prices remaining high.

“What we have heard from the 
National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA) is that lowering the 
tariff will benefit consumers. What 
we observed is that consumers didn’t 
benefit from it at all. There really are no 
savings. Our request is to help protect 
local producers. Imported manufactured 
goods competing with locally produced 
goods should, by law, face higher 
tariffs,” National Federation of Hog 
Farmers, Inc. President Chester Warren 
Y. Tan said at a virtual hearing called by 
the Tariff Commission.

The government sought to liberalize 
imports of these commodities via lower 
tariffs in response to an inflation crisis 
in 2021. 

In May 2021, President Rodrigo R. 
Duterte signed Executive Order (EO) 
No. 134 and 135, lowering the tariffs on 
pork and rice imports from non-ASEAN 
countries from 50% to 35%.

A previous inflation crisis in 2018 
led to the initial liberalization of the 
rice market, via the passage of the Rice 
Tariffication Law, or Republic Act 11203, 
the next year.

Mr. Tan said the hog sector would pre-
fer to revert to the original tariff scheme.

Samahang Industriya ng Agrikultura 
Chairman Rosendo O. So said that the 
current tariff arrangement has caused the 
government to forego revenue it would 
have earned under the old tariff scheme.

“If the tariff of pork was not lower, 
the government should have collected 
around P22 billion on the imports of 
2021. Because of the lowering of tariffs, 
we only collected around P10 billion. 
The government lost around P12 billion... 
Lowering tariffs did not help improve 
the retail price,” he added.

“Hog farmers… had to stop repopu-
lation efforts (because of the imports). 
We are already telling the government, 
if there are many imports incoming, you 
will lose hog raisers,” he added.

The hog industry is still seeking to 
bounce back from the African Swine 
Fever outbreak, which thinned the Phil-
ippine herd and caused many growers 
to exit the business.

Federation of Free Farmers (FFF) Na-
tional Manager Raul Q. Montemayor said 
that the reduction in tariffs on rice im-
ports from non-ASEAN countries had no 
impact on overall prices and also resulted 
in foregone tariff revenue that could have 
been used to help rice farmers.

“There was no increase in rice sup-
ply from non-ASEAN sources despite 
cost advantages of some non-ASEAN 
exporters. There was a large number of 
supplier countries, but volumes were 
negligible,” he said.

“We hope the tariff outside ASEAN 
be made higher… Imports are not the 
solution, local produce is more depend-
able if only the government supported 
it,” Mr. So added.

In a statement, the FFF said that 
imports from non-ASEAN sources 
amounted to only 1.78% of total imports 
in 2021, down from 2.36% in the previ-
ous year, even though rice from India 
and Pakistan are competitive against 
their ASEAN counterparts.

“At the same time, importers opted 
to bring in expensive grades of rice 
instead of the regular rice commonly 
purchased by poor consumers. As what 
happened with the Rice Tariffication 
Law or RTL, the benefits of lower tariffs 
were captured either by importers or 
rich consumers,” the FFF added.

Mr. Montemayor urged the govern-
ment to return the tariff to 50% and 
focus efforts on supporting farmers.

“We should encourage local produc-
tion and incentivize farmers through 
input support and assurance of stable 

prices. We should also intensify the ac-
cumulation of buffer stocks,” he added.

NEDA told the commission that 
lower tariffs were intended to increase 
supply and bring down prices.

“There are several objectives that 
went into this. One is to increase 
supply, which we achieved. We really 
expected to bring down prices, but true 
enough, it did not happen. But what 
did happen, which is very crucial, is 
the stabilization of prices. If we did not 
have this additional supply, we may 
have had rocketing prices, in those 
periods where production was still not 
coming out. The inflation rate of meat 
has really come down,” NEDA Under-
secretary Mercedita A. Sombilla said.

“When we are able to contain the 
rise of inflation, that affects the pur-
chasing power of consumers, and that 
alone helps them. We shouldn’t say 
that consumers did not benefit from 
this. They probably did not benefit 
much from lowering meat prices, but 
they benefitted from preventing infla-
tion rates going up,” she added.

The Tariff Commission is hearing 
a proposal to extend the effectivity of 
the EO beyond its scheduled expiry on 
May 15, 2022. — Luisa Maria Jacinta C. 
Jocson

Hog, rice industries say lowered tariffs
produced no benefits, cut gov’t revenue

SOUTHEAST ASIA is behind the pace in meeting any of 
the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) by 2030, 
according to the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).  

“Southeast Asia is not on track to achieve any of the 
17 Goals by 2030, given the current pace of progress by 
countries in the subregion,” UNESCAP said in a report 
released on Thursday.  

According to UNESCAP, slow progress has been noted 
in SDG 4, or educational quality, adding that there are 
signs of regression in inequality indices and low proficiency 
in reading and mathematics among young students. 

“Cambodia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand 
recorded less than 50% of lower secondary students 
achieving minimum reading and mathematics profi-
ciency for both sexes,” the report found.  

However, UNESCAP said there has been some prog-
ress in Southeast Asia in SDGs related to poverty (SDG 
1); industry, innovation, and infrastructure (SDG 9); and 
life on land (SDG 15).   

 “The subregion remains on track to eradicate 
poverty for individuals living below international and 
national poverty lines, including in Indonesia and the 
Philippines, which have the highest prevalence of 
poverty in the subregion with 5 to 6% of the population 
living below $1.90 a day,” UNESCAP said.  

“Factors negatively affecting the progress of SDG 
1 are losses due to natural disasters and the continued 
lack of government spending on basic services (educa-
tion and health),” it added.  

The report also found a lack of progress in SDG 8 
or decent work and economic growth, and SDG 17 or 
partnership for the goals.  

“Relatively stable rates of gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth and increased economic activity contrib-

uted to progress towards decent work and economic 
growth (Goal 8). However, regression in improving 
efficiency in use of natural resources (material footprint 
and domestic material consumption) as well as a lack 
of progress towards compliance with labor rights have 
undermined overall progress,” UNESCAP said.  

“Partnership for the goals (Goal 17) also showed 
little progress in the subregion because most govern-
ments’ revenue fell below 30% of GDP and technical 
cooperation for official development assistance was 
significantly reduced,” it added.  

Meanwhile, UNESCAP said Southeast Asia is regress-
ing on five SDGs — SDG 6 or clean water and sanitation, 
SDG 11 or sustainable cities and communities, SDG 12 
or responsible consumption and production, SDG 13 or 
climate action, and SDG 14 or life below water.  

The report found that increased greenhouse gases 
emissions and casualties from various disasters af-
fected the region’s efforts towards achieving SDG 13, 
while responsible consumption and production was af-
fected by increased material consumption and material 
footprint, setting back efforts to achieve SDG 12.  

“A reverse trend in clean water and sanitation (Goal 
6) occurred owing to increased water stress and the in-
ability of countries to protect and restore water-related 
ecosystems. Sustainable cities and communities (Goal 
11) was greatly affected by road traffic deaths and hu-
man and economic loss from disasters,” the report said.  

“Southeast Asia needs to accelerate progress or re-
verse current trends in Goals 4, 6, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 
17 if the subregion is to meet the 2030 deadline. The 
trends in these goals must be reversed if the subregion 
is to make sufficient improvement towards achiev-
ing the SDGs by 2030,” it added. — Revin Mikhael D. 
Ochave 

ADB sees stronger RCEP income effect vs TPP
THE Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) is likely to have greater 
impact on incomes than the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) said.

In a study, the ADB found that RCEP 
implementation adds $263 billion to global 
income, based on 2030 baseline projections, 
Cyn-Young Park, ADB director for Regional 
Cooperation and Integration, Economic Re-
search and Regional Cooperation Department 
said in a webinar on Thursday.

The RCEP is a trade deal involving Austra-
lia, China, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand 
and the 10 members of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). It has been 
in force in 11 countries since Jan. 1.

Meanwhile, the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP) is expected to add 
$188 billion.

“The income gains (for RCEP) are some-
what greater than those from the CPTPP,” she 
said.

The CPTPP is a trade deal among  Austra-
lia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and 
Vietnam.

“In terms of export effects, the patterns are 
quite similar to income effects,” Ms. Park said.

RCEP adds $496 billion to world exports, 
while the CPTPP adds $312 billion.

President Rodrigo R. Duterte ratified RCEP 
on Sept. 2, 2021.  The Senate failed to give its 
concurrence before it adjourned on Feb. 3 for 
the election break.

Groups such as the Federation of Free 
Farmers have said that safeguards for the 
agriculture sector need to be in place before 
the Philippines signs on to the deal.

Trade Assistant Secretary Allan B. Ge-
pty has said that delayed participation in the 
RCEP will send the “wrong signal” to investors 
and put Philippine businesses at a disadvan-
tage in the region. — Jenina P. Ibañez

ENERGY efficiency entities have 
asked the Public-Private Part-
nership (PPP) Center to include 
energy efficiency and conserva-
tion (EE&C) investments to the 
list of qualified projects under the 
Republic Act 6957 or the Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) Law, in 
order to facilitate the industry’s 
access to private-sector financing.

“It is clear that the (revised im-
plementing rules and regulations) 
of the BOT Law should qualify 
energy efficiency and conserva-
tion projects. We therefore seek 
explicit inclusion of ‘energy ef-
ficiency and conservation’ among 
the listed eligible types of proj-
ects,” Philippine Energy Efficien-
cy Alliance President Alexander 
D. Ablaza said in a comment sub-
mitted to the PPP on Wednesday.

Mr. Ablaza also noted that 
while section 2.2 of the IRR 
mentions climate change mitiga-
tion, there is a need to mention 
explicitly ‘energy efficiency and 
conservation’ projects because 
climate change mitigation may 
not be the only purpose or intent 
of such project.”

“If energy efficiency projects 
become eligible for PPP transac-
tions under the amended BOT 
law, through an expanded IRR, 
government entities may be able 
to implement energy efficiency 
projects without allocating 
taxpayer funding or general ap-
propriations,” he said in a Viber 
message.

The alliance also sought the 
synchronization of Government 
Energy Management Program 
Guidelines with the BOT IRR’s 
detailed guidelines for the ap-
proval of projects as EE&C 
projects which are smaller in 
size, uncomplicated in scope, 
possessing low to zero negative 
impacts,  which would allow 
such projects to access a simpli-
fied, fast-track project approval 
process with the corresponding 
endorsement of the Department 
of Energy through its Energy 
Utilization Management Bu-
reau, it said.

The PPP Center is currently 
soliciting comment on proposed 
amendments to the IRR of the 
BOT Law. — Marielle C. Lucenio

Energy efficiency companies
want their projects to
qualify under BOT law

No SDGs expected to be met
by 2030 in Southeast Asia  

THE Bureau of Customs (BoC) 
plans to roll out a day-and-night 
payment system for exporters to 
speed up the release of goods cur-
rently being delayed by the lim-
ited hours of Customs operations.

The current payment system 
is only open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, Customs Commissioner 
Rey Leonardo Guerrero said in a 
webinar on Thursday.

“We’re working with the Phil-
ippine clearing house center for 
us to be able to come up with an 
upgraded version of this payment 
system... which will allow 24/7 
payment for these shipments, or 
particularly exports.”

Mr. Guerrero said exporters 
can also open a pre-payment ac-
count for their shipments.

Meanwhile, Mr. Guerrero also 
addressed corruption allegations 
at his bureau.

Most presidential candidates 
at a televised debate held by CNN 

Philippines last month indicated 
that they would investigate the 
Bureau of Customs for corruption 
if they won the presidency.

“That was really a sad awak-
ening for us because all the 
while we were confident that we 
were doing our best to address 
all of these issues,” Mr. Guerrero 
said. “The bad impression that 
the bureau has acquired over 
many decades of neglect cannot 
be erased in just two or three 
years. This is something we have 
to work on.”

The bureau reported that it 
transferred 721 of its employees 
to other offices and ports last 
year following an anti-corruption 
campaign.

Customs dismissed three em-
ployees and suspended 17 over 
the course of the year. Another 
19 were relieved from their posts 
but remain in active service. — 
Jenina P. Ibañez

Customs plans extended
payment hours to
facilitate release of goods

JOB OPENING
Company Name: Canva Solutions Inc.
Address: 5/F Coherco Corporate Center, 116 V.A. Rufino Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City
Contact details of the Company: hr-manila@canva.com
Job Position: Customer Happiness Specialist - Portuguese Bilingual

Job Description:
•	 Uphold Canva’s core value of maximizing customer happiness
•	 Provide excellent customer service to Canva users globally, 

through fast, upbeat, and genuine responses to inquiries and 
feedback

•	 Answer customer communications in an efficient manner
•	 Provide accurate answers and solutions to customer queries
•	 Address customer issues in a patient manner with a genuine 

desire to help users be successful
•	 Collaborate with immediate team, other Customer Happiness 

teams to ensure overall customer and product satisfactions
•	 Be motivated to meet or exceed key performance targets, both 

personally and as a team
•	 Follow team communication procedures, policies, and 

guidelines at all times
•	 Perform each duty above with customers’ satisfaction as 

number one priority;
•	 Act as an effective Canva Ambassador to our customers and 

the team, fully-equipped with anything Canva-related
•	 Must be adaptable to 24/7 shifting schedule

Basic Qualifications for the Position:
•	 Portuguese Native Speaker
•	 English Speaker and Writer
•	 2 years + in Customer Service centric position
•	 Knowledgeable in video editing and graphic designing 

programs
•	 Experience working with multiple systems and teams

Salary Range (monthly): PHP 80,000 – PHP 90,000


