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RENEWABLE ENERGY (RE) de-
velopers asked the Department of 
Energy on Wednesday to review 
the project application process to 
eliminate unnecessary steps that 
hinder investment.

Going forward, “the Department 
of Energy (DoE) can make it a bit 
easier for developers (by) revisiting 
the processes (and determining) 
is relevant, what is less relevant. I 
think we can also shorten certain 
processes in terms of priorities,” 
MRC Allied, Inc. Chief of Public 
Relations and Business Develop-
ment Maria May P. Militante said at 
Philippine Solar PV Energy virtual 
summit on Thursday.

Ms. Militante noted that a 
typical application requires 179 
signatures.

“It’s a constant dialogue between 
the private sector and the govern-
ment so a continuous revisiting of 
all the policies would entice partici-
pation in the industry,” she said.

MRC Allied, Inc., a listed prop-
erty developer, has branched out 
into renewables with a proposed 
$16.6-million 12 megawatt (MW) 
solar photovoltaic park in Central 
Luzon.

Other developers welcomed 
DoE initiatives such as the Green 
Energy Option Program (GEOP), 
which gives users with power de-
mand of 100 kilowatt-hours the 
option to source power from ac-
credited RE suppliers.

Fort Pilar Energy, Inc. Presi-
dent Joseph Omar A. Castillo said 
the DoE’s Green Energy Auction 
Program (GEAP) has the potential 
to jumpstart the solar industry.

Mr. Castillo added that the pro-
gram also makes it easier for devel-
opers to secure financing as it offers 
a bankable business model.

“The micro grid law can also 
(spur) investment,” he added.

The GEAP aims to promote RE 
as a primary source of energy by of-
fering users a competitive selection 
option for their power providers.

Republic Act 11646 or the Mi-
crogrid Systems Act was signed into 
law on Jan. 21, authorizing the DoE 
to certain areas as unserved and 
underserved, paving the way for the 
entry of microgrid service providers.

The Philippines hopes to bring 
the share of RE in its power gen-
eration mix to 35% by 2030. — 
Marielle C. Lucenio

THE Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) has or-
dered  AlphanetWorld  Corp. to 
stop soliciting investments from 
the public via an entity known as 
“NWorld.” 

In a statement on Thursday, the 
regulator said the Commission, 
sitting  en  banc, issued a cease-
and-desist order against Alphanet-
World and NWorld on Feb. 23. 

AlphanetWorld is registered as 
a corporation but does not have 
a license to collect investments 
from the public, as required under 
the Securities Regulation Code. 

“(T)he Commission holds that 
the act of  NWorld  in selling/of-
fering unregistered securities 
operates as a fraud to the public 
which, if unrestrained, will likely 
cause grave or irreparable injury 
or prejudice to the investing pub-
lic,” according to the order. 

AlphanetWorld  was found 
to have offered investment pro-
grams for P4,750 to P19,000 
while offering NWorld  products 
through the company’s website.  

The investments carried a 
promise of monthly returns of up 
to P127,000.  

Me m b e r s  w e r e  a l s o  e n -
titled to 30% discounts on buy-
ing NWorld products, and can earn 
referral bonuses for new investors. 

The SEC said securities must first 
be registered with the commission 
before being offered to the public. 

AlphanetWorld  President Ju-
luis Allan G. Nolasco and other 
representatives were also ordered 
to terminate their online presence.  

The company has also been or-
dered to freeze bank transactions 
to ensure the preservation of client 
funds. — Keren Concepcion G. 
Valmonte 

THE GOVERNMENT seized counterfeit 
goods valued at P24.9 billion in 2021, 
according to the Intellectual Property 
Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL).  

“Our National Committee on Intel-
lectual Property Rights (NCIPR), which 
IPOPHL leads as acting chair with the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
as the chair, has recorded its biggest 
seizure, with a record-breaking P24.9 
billion worth of counterfeit goods seized 
from its inspection and raid operations 
last year,” IPOPHL Director General 
Rowel S. Barba said during a virtual 
briefing on Thursday.  

Mr. Barba said the seizures were con-
ducted in collaboration with other mem-
bers of the NCIPR, such as the Bureau of 
Customs, Philippine National Police, and 
National Bureau of Investigation.  

“This surpasses the P23.6 billion worth 
of goods in 2018. The 2021 haul is also 
higher by 110% than the P9.8 billion in 
2020, showing a return to normal of our 
raid operations and search,” Mr. Barba said.  

“We target(ed) large warehouses 
and logistics centers in various cities 
which proved to be hotspots for coun-
terfeit goods,” he added.  

IPOPHL Deputy Director General 
Teodoro C. Pascua said the seized goods 
in 2021 were led by counterfeit ciga-

rettes and alcohol. Other top counterfeit 
items seized were handbags, wallets, 
and footwear.  

According to Mr. Pascua, the 
proliferation of counterfeit items is due 
to demand.  

“If there is no demand, there is no 
supply. If the demand falls, supply will also 
fall. That is very basic,” Mr. Pascua said.  

Recently, the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR) released its 
2021 Review of Notorious Markets for 
Counterfeiting and Privacy report, which 
flagged sellers at the Greenhills Shop-
ping Center, San Juan City. 

The USTR said vendors in Greenhills 
Shopping Center boldly display and 
openly discuss “the illicit nature of the 
counterfeit goods, instead of discretely 
hiding the counterfeit goods under the 
table as they did in the past.”  

“Many of the storefronts in this 
mall sell counterfeit goods, including 
electronics, perfumes, watches, shoes, 
accessories, and fashion items,” the 
USTR said.  

Mr. Barba said a technical working 
group was created to solve the issue of 
counterfeit goods in Greenhills Shopping 
Center, adding that there are plans to 
provide alternative livelihoods to those 
involved. — Revin Mikhael D. Ochave 
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