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THE Bureau of Customs collected P17.9 bil-
lion worth of duties from rice imports as of 
Dec. 10, 2021, exceeding year-earlier collec-
tions on increased volumes.

According to preliminary data, duties col-
lected increased 21.9% from the P14.72 billion 
logged over the same period in 2020, the 
Department of Finance said in a statement 
on Sunday.

The 2021 revenue total was collected off 2.8 
million metric tons of rice shipments worth 
P51.37 billion.

The volume of rice shipments in the same 
period in 2020 was 2.3 million metric tons.

“For the period Dec. 1-10, 2021, volume 
of rice imports grew 487.9%, while revenue 
also increased by 475.8%,” Customs Commis-
sioner Rey Leonardo Guerrero said.

“Cumulatively, it grew by 23.4% in volume 
and 21.9% in revenue.”

Mr. Guerrero said the average value of rice 
per metric ton dropped amid a continuous 
decline in rice prices on the world market 
since May.

The government collects rice import duties 
to support the Rice Competitiveness Enhance-
ment Fund (RCEF) as authorized by Republic 
Act 11203, or the Rice Tariffication Law.

Through the RCEF, P10 billion is set aside 
each year to finance programs that give grow-
ers access to farm mechanization programs to 
make them more competitive against imports.

The law, signed in February 2019, eased 
restrictions on rice imports by private enti-
ties but charged a 35% tariff on Southeast 
Asian grain.

Collections exceeding P10 billion will be 
added to the national budget of the following 
year for use in financial aid to rice farmers, 
titling of agricultural land, expansion of crop 
insurance coverage and promotion of crop 
diversification. — Jenina P. Ibañez

THE Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) is-
sued a red tide notice in San 
Pedro, Samar; Cancabato Bay, 
Leyte and Biliran Island.

Shellfish also tested posi-
tive for paralytic shellfish poi-
son in various provinces.

The affected areas include 
parts of Bataan; Milagros, 
Masbate; Dauis and Tagbi-
laran, Bohol; Carigara Bay, 
Leyte; Guiuan and Matarinao 
Bay, Eastern Samar; Duman-
quillas Bay, Zamboanga del 
Sur; Litalit Bay, Surigao del 

Norte; and Lianga Bay, Su-
rigao del Sur.

Shellfish and krill collected 
in those areas are not safe for 
human consumption, according 
to a bulletin issued by the BFAR.

However, fish, squid, crab 
and shrimp are still safe to 
consume provided they are 
washed thoroughly.

Red tide toxin is caused by 
algal blooms that deplete oxy-
gen and discolor coastal waters, 
causing potential illness in 
humans and animals. — Luisa 
Maria Jacinta C. Jocson

Rice tariff collections at nearly
P18 billion in 2021 — Customs

BFAR issues red tide
notice for Samar, Leyte

BIENDI MAGANGA-MOUSSAVOU had a 
problem.

As Gabon’s minister of fisheries, 
agriculture and food security, he helps 
oversee the African country’s marine 
protected areas, some of the most 
extensive in Africa. Covering 27% of 
Gabon’s Exclusive Economic Zone, these 
waters are supervised using monitor-
ing technology that tracks larger vessels, 
which are required to report their catch. 
But many of Gabon’s fishers run smaller 
operations that don’t have such systems, 
or even automated identification.

“Thousands of boats were going out 
and we didn’t know where they were go-
ing or for how long,” Magana-Moussavou 
said in an interview. And since what-
ever they caught and where they caught 
it wasn’t registered, scientists couldn’t tell 
whether fishing restrictions were being re-
spected or whether fish stocks in protected 
areas were increasing — or declining.

Gabon’s problem is the world’s 
problem. More than 30 million fish-
ers worldwide — around 90% of the 
total, according to the United Nations 

Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) — are considered small-scale. 
Together, they bring in about half of the 
world’s catch. With human populations 
rising and developing nations getting 
wealthier, the demand for seafood is 
escalating. An accurate assessment of 
the shrinking global fish supply is thus 
crucial to planetary food security. Right 
now though, that’s impossible.

“Millions of tons of fish from the 
small-scale fisheries are ‘hidden’ in the 
sense of being invisible and unreport-
ed,” the FAO warned in its 2020 report 
on the world’s fisheries.

But in an effort to plug this data 
hole, some low-fi technology is being 
leveraged. Gabon partnered with CLS 
Group, a subsidiary of France’s National 
Center for Space Studies, which uses 
hundreds of satellites to provide 
monitoring and surveillance services for 
governments and scientists. Together, 
they developed a solar-powered device 
the size of a loaf of bread called NEMO.

The device relays its location via cell 
tower or satellite, enabling small fishers 

to register their catch. If widely adopted, 
such technology could go a long way 
toward filling in that critical food picture 
beneath the waves. In doing so, it might 
reveal how much time humans have left to 
adopt more sustainable fishing practices.

CLS said it has close to 3,000 NEMO 
devices installed on vessels operating 
in the waters of 40 countries, includ-
ing France, Greece, Peru, Ecuador, Ivory 
Coast, Seychelles, Bangladesh and Aus-
tralia. Gabon started using NEMO in July.

The program aims to eventually 
deploy as many as 2 million devices 
worldwide, the company said. While 
each costs around $200, international 
NGOs including New York’s Wildlife Con-
servation Society and local groups are 
stepping up to help pay for the devices, 
according to CLS.

“Any data at all would help address a 
major gap in our collective knowledge,” 
said Program Manager Michel Denjean. 
Even a sampling of data from small fishers, 
or just knowing where a boat spends its 
time and for how long, can provide valu-
able direction for conservation, he said.

But why would a subsistence fisher 
take part? Already barred from working 
in certain waters and under pres-
sure from shifting migration patterns 
and falling oxygen levels triggered by 
warming seas, it’s reasonable to assume 
many wouldn’t be interested.

Safety, apparently, is the lure. NEMO 
can also activate a distress signal. When 
small boats lose sight of shore — either 
because they need to go farther out to 
find fish or just because the weather 
changes—they can get lost. Motors can 
fail, and not everyone carries a sail for 
emergencies. And if they’re more than a 
couple of miles offshore, mobile phones 
won’t pick up a signal.

“It’s not just control,” Maganga-
Moussavou said. “It’s a way to protect 
the fishermen themselves.”

Fish consumption has been rising 
at almost double the rate of population 
growth for more than half a cen-
tury, outpacing even animal proteins. 
Humans eat more than twice as much 
seafood as they did in 1960, with most 
of the increase occurring in the develop-

ing world. According to the FAO, less 
than two-thirds of fish stocks are now 
within biologically sustainable levels — 
down from 90% in 1974.

“One of the major challenges that 
fisheries face when assessing their eco-
logical performance is the lack of data 
on, for example, stock assessment, spe-
cies, and areas fished,” said Amanda Le-
jobowicz, head of fisheries standard, 
accessibility, at the Marine Stewardship 
Council. “That is particularly true for 
small-scale fishers and those in develop-
ing economies.”

Eric Terrill, director of the Coastal 
Observing Research and Develop-
ment Center at the Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography, agreed. “Low-cost 
transponding devices provide a great 
opportunity to track patterns of fishing 
pressure from a cross-section of har-
vesters not normally managed,” he said.

The idea for NEMO had its genesis in 
Senegal, where a local fishery told the 
company that rising ocean temperatures 
and competition from heavy Chinese 
trawlers were pushing small fishers far-

ther out to sea. “We started to develop 
a satellite connection for tracking but 
also for assistance request,” said Hervé 
Galabert, CLS director of sustainable 
fisheries management. “They wanted 
something robust, solid, simple, and 
affordable.”

NEMO transmits to a constellation 
of seven nanosatellites already used for 
animal tracking and climate research, 
the company said. Starting in 2023, it 
will switch over to a new group of 25 
satellites developed by CLS subsidiary 
Kinéis, with space startup RocketLab 
contracted for the launch.

Even with the promise of additional 
safety, buy-in from small fishers remains 
a problem. With fishers licensed to oper-
ate in Gabon’s protected area for only a 
few hours per day, Maganga-Moussavou 
concedes NEMO makes it easier to 
catch those who stay too long. “We can 
monitor their activity and see what they 
do and fine them if they do wrong,” he 
said. But he added that fishers can cite 
NEMO data to prove their innocence if 
accused of illegal fishing. — Bloomberg

The fight to slow the global crash in fish production has a big problem


